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Sir Alexander Rigby, William Shepard, 
and William Plomman. 


N the Year 1690, Alexander, now Sir Alexander Rigby, William A Copartner- 
Shepard, and William Plomman, did Enter into Articles of Co- ſhip. 
partnerſhip, for Eſtabliſhing a Houſe of Trade in Livorno, 
Commencing the 29th of November, Anno 1690 ; To conti- 
nue for the Space of Five.Years, and to end the 29th of No- 
vember, Anno 1695. 5 
For Managing their Commerce, by Sir Alexander Rigby at London, & Joiat Stock 

* by William Shepard, and William Plowman at Livorno they Eſtabliſh'd 

2 a Joint Stock, each Partner contributing thereto an equal Third part. 


Sir Alexander Rigby 


2 1 ——- Doll. 4500 
iy William Shepard —+— —— —— ——— 1 ———— 4500 
is William Plowman — — = L — — 4500 
A The Joint Stock was Dollars Thirteen Thouſand? ; 4 5 
1 Five Hundred — — Tin; Doll. 13509 


; Which, according to the Current of Exchange, then was valued at 
Three Thouſand Pounds Sterling. | 


This Copartnerſhip was to run at Livorno, under the Names of Rigby, Clauſesintheie 
Shepard, and Company; and by their Mutual Agreement, the Power to eement. 
Sign Letters and Contracts in due Form, was given to William Shepard; 
who, in Matters of Moment relating to the General Intereſt, was to 
have the Counſel and Conſent cf William Plowman; and in any Enter- 
prize which exceeded the Limits preſcribd by their Articles, Sir Alexander 
Rigby's previous Conlent was to be demanded by the other TWo Co- 

artners. 

b At the Beginning of the Copartaerſhip, in the Year 1690, Sir Alexan- Sir Alexander 
der Rigby had by Trade and Marriage augmented his proper and current e Cir- 
Stock to Ten I houſand Pounds Sterling: Which, with a good and an- OP. 
cient Land-Eſtate in Lazcaſhire and an Univerſal Acquaintance acqui- 

* red by his Travels into Frazce, Spain, Italy, Turky, and Germany, did 
enable him for the M:nazement of che moſt Conſiderable Affairs of 
Trade having remain's ſome Years before a Partner in Trade at Livorno 
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William Shepard was, u hen he went to Livorno, a very hopeful 
young man; had been Educated by his Father, a Merchapt in Los ach, 
of good Credit and Subſtancs. 

Wiilum Plomman had, by a long Experience, acquired a Rnowledge 
of the rade in Jraly, and other Places in the Wediterranern Seas, which 
Gualiticd tim for the Management of Affairs, to the Advantage of his 
Country, and Employers. 

Upon this Eſtabliſhment they proceeded with ſuch Succeſs in their 
Concerns, that in a ſhort time they were eficemed the mott Flouriſhing 
Houſe in 1als ; augmenting their Correſpondence, Stock and Keputa- 
tion: In Ezglaid, as weil as in Foreign Parts, their Commerce was 
much valued. | : 

The Governor and Directors of the Bank of Fugland, by Plurality of 
Votes, gave them a Diſtingbiſhing-Mark of cher Eſteem, in chutin 
them For their Correſpoddents ar Livtrnb; for they bad then ſoch Re- 
pu:etion and Friends in Eugland, that ſeveral Eminent Merchants in 
the City of London did, as Sureties for the Houſe, cutef with Sir Alcæan- 
der Rig hy into Bonds for T wenty Thouſand Pounds Sterling, in favour 
of the Bank. | 

By the Houſe: Books of Accompts (ready to be produced) it appoats 
how conſiderable their Correſpondence was ih England, alid what Ade 
vantage the Trade of the Nation received by Sir Alexander Ris';'s peat 
Applicition for promoting of Commerce; and by the Induſtty which 
the Houſe uſed in tHeir Management : When, without diſturbance, they 
employ d their Stock in Goods and in Shipping, having in the cdmpaſs of 
18 Month's time ketelted, and diſpoſed of Cloth, other Wollen Munu— 
factures, Fiſh, Lcd, and Tin, to the Sum of Five Hündred Twenty 
Nine Thoufand Sever: Hundred and Twelve Dollars 4 d. of EIN 
Monry ; great port whereof was returned at 72 Pence Sterl, per Dollar 
in Bil's of Exchange, and the reſt ia Goods of the Growth of 1raly ; 
which being Cal: ulated one with another at Five Skillings Ster. for a 
Dollar, makes One Hundred Thirty Two Thouſand Four Hu: &rcd 
and Twenty Eight Pounds S:erl. as appears by the Particular Accounc 
in the A: pendix, No. 1. : 

Beſides the sboye-mention'd Goods ſeveral other Commodities from 
this Kingdom were Exportcd to the Houſe ; which was done when he 
Trade of Eng/and to the Mediterranean was ſubject to all the Diſadvan- 
tages of War; which Relieve: iveral Cloathiers and many Traders from 
{marting Extiemitics. | | a 

By means of ti.cſe Exportations and Returns, Iii 3/ajefty's Revenues 
were augmented, Navigation encouray'}, and his Subjefts enrich's ; 
The French, Floren' ines, and Venetians, re diſappointed in their Pro: 
jects for introducing their Wooken-ftanufittiures in the Levant, whercia 
their Endeavours might have ſucceeded, if during the Intervals of Con. 
voys the I had not been thus ſupplied with the Product of Ez land, 
at particular Men's riſques, by nimbe Ships. TUES 

The Houle of Rigby, Shepard, and C mpany, were with the firſt and 
chief Encouragers of Galleys;, who being well Mann!, and Arm's, did 
got only carry on this Trade with Expedition and duccels, but in their 
Vosges did frequently annoy the Enemy to ſuch a degree, that the City 
of Harſeile: (the only conſiderable French Trading. Port in the #editer- 

anzaz Could not find the uſual Employment for their Shippigg, for 
Tranfportiog Effects to Harbry, Turi, and other Places In the Lev apt, 
The 
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The Bailance of the Houſe's Books. in the Year 1695, was, by Order 
of the Great Duke of Tuſcany, expoſed to the peruſal of his Principal 
Miufiter; and by the ſame is evident, that the Sum of the Debtors 
amounted unto- — Dollars 712461 J. 

That the Effects and Merchandizes remaicing to The Houſe 


e Sold, and Accounts to be rendered, Imported at leaſt - zœoooo. or ye” 

So chat theſe Copartners were then Maflers of — Doll. 1,012,461: ; 
wich is a Million I welve Thouſand Four Hundred an: Sixty One Dollars: 
thc Candor of their Intentions is plainly demonſtrated by the Retutus ſince 
made to the Merchants in Exglaud interels'd in the above Debts and Ef. 
f Ar; which Calculated at Five Shillings Sterl. per Dollar, amounts unto 
Two Hundre Fifty Three Thouſ:nd One Hundred Fifteen Pounds 
and Five Shillings Sterl. as by Accuunt in the Appendix, No. 2. 

While the Houſe thus carried on their Affairs without Moleſtation at progts mite 
Livorno, they reap'd the Fruits of their Labours; for it's ſufficiently by the Houte. 
known, and apparent by their Looks to be produced, the Expence of 
Houſe-keepinz, and other Charges detrav'd, that the Profits clear'd to 
themſelves before their interruption, amounted unto Doll 81,945:5:8. 

Which being Calculated at Five Shillings Ster“. per Dollar, Imports 
Twenty Thouſand Four Hundred Eighty Six rounds Six Shillings 
and Five Pence Sterl. as by account in the Appendix, No. 3. And had 
they been allow to go on without diſturbance from the Grand Duke 
in their Lawful affairs, by this time they would have brought home a 
plentiful Eftate: 

In the beginning of the Year 1696, Coffee was ſcarce, and exceſſively The deſign 
dear in Europe, when the Houſe had certain Advices of great Quanti- 2 teens 
ties of that Commodity arrived-at Gra»d Cairo in Egypt, procurable Brea} un 
there at 22 Spaniſh Pieces of Eight per 100 Pounds weight, which fee and Corn. 
would have rendered at Lirezno 125 Founds weight, where rhe Currant 
Price was 50 Dollars per 1-0 Pounds; at which Rate 22 Spaxiſh Dollars 
would have yie ded 62 3 Dollars of Livorno, and conſequently a vaſt Profit. 

In that Conjuacture Huy Majeſty's Fleet wat in the Mediterranean Sea, 
and ail French Merchant Ships were under an Embargo. 

The D-t<h could not go to Alexandria, by reaſon of a Difference de- 
pending betwixt them and the Tris of that Place. 

The [talians are of all Nations the molt afraid of Infection, and durſt 
not adventure, becauſe the Plague was then very Violent in Feypr. 

The aber Fagliſßh Merchants reſiding at Livorno, had not then any 
Egglih Ships at their diſpoſal; ſo could not enter on the deſigu. 

Thef: Confiderations moved the Houſe to Reſolve upon an Expedi- 
tion for Coffer; and having likewiſe in View the Concluſion of a Treaty 
with the Bey or Juni, for all the Corn Exportable from Cape-Negro, they 
fitted out their Ships. | | 

The Charles, Capt. Charles Pickering, 20 Guns, 150 Men. Ships fitted. 
The Phili» and Hilary, Capt. John Brome, 20 —— 180 Fraighted. 
The Peace-3loop, Capt. William Garland, 6 - 20. 

Three Ships, carrying — 46 Guns, 350 Men. 

The French were alarm'd at this Expedition, and ſurmizing that ., 
the Conſequence thereof would be to their prejudice, they made ule of gypore 
all theic Arc and Intereſt at the Court of Florence, to fruſtrate the Deſign, 
and to hinder the Departure of theſe Ships; and for a foundation to a 
plauſible Pretence, they alledg'd, That the Articles of Neutrality be- 

tween 


— —ä—— —— — 


OOO K CCC 


* — — 
- _— —w—_ — I * * 
— <= — — — 


The Articles 
of Neutrality. 


The Duke 
ev 5 the Sinps 
leave to pro- 
ceed. 


Gives them no 
Ia ſtructiogs. 
nor the Houſe 
any Iatimati— 
on of pretence. 


The Gonſe- 
quence of 
Cape- Nrgro 
Corn. 


Fnccurage 
. Þ to em- 
bark, 


Ships depar- 
ture, and their 
Coſt. 


Two of them 
carry Letters 


- of Mirt. 


Te Santa 


RA. bara, Capt. 
rorgalſe ta ken 
by the Padcer 
b. bop. 


E-4 3 


tween FEn:land, France, Spain, and Holland, and the Great Duke, did not 
allow the Fitting out of thele Ships at Lirorno. 

That it may appear how little Reaſon they had to inſiſt upon this 
Point, and how far it was Contrary to Equity, for the Grand Duke to 
ule Partiality in favour of the French, the Articles are tranſcrib'd in the 
Appendix, NO. 4. | 

However, to gratify the French, the Great Duke's Miniſters did op- 
poſe the Diſpatch of theſ: Veſlels; vpon which incident, William 
Plowman went, and imparted the Deſign to his Serene Highneſs, who 
thought it fo reaſonable and juſt, that he gave Orders for the proceeding 
ct the Ships. | 

And it's certain, that no Inſtructions were given by the Great Duke, 
nor any of his Miniſters, to the Commanders of thele Veſlels, for their 
Rehaviour towards the /rerch, or any other Nation; neither was the 
Houſe made acquainted with the Caſe : And in conſequenc: of this, the 
Ships proceeded on their Voyage wich a conſiderable Cargo; which the 
Houſe would not have riſqued, had they dream'd of the Pretenſions 
which were afterwards ſtarted; much leſs would they have engag'd in 
the deſign, could they have foreſeen that His Serene Highneſs and his 
Miniſters, would have made this Expedition a ground ot Pretence to the 
French, for ſequeſtring all the Effects they could find under the Name 
and Direction of V/illiam Plowman ; and the Sums that have hereby been 
bury'd 1a his Ruin, will appear in the Article of Damages. | 

Without the conſtant Supplies of Corn, which the French drew from 
Cape-Negro during the War, Provence and the adjacent Places in Franc? 
would have fallen under very great Extremities; the advantage which 
England, as well as the Houſe, would have gain'd by a Bargain with the 
Bey of Janis, was ſuch a laudable and inviting Motive, that it ſuffici- 
ently juſtiacs che Enterprize: The Methods that were taken to ſecure 
the Succeſs, by pleaſing the Bey, and his favourable Diſpoſition towards 
the Houſe, are explain'd .n the Appendix, No. 

The reaſonable hopes of Honour and Advantage by the Bargain for 
Corn, and the fair proſpect of Profit by Coffee, did not only encourage 
to the d.fpatch of theſe Veſſels, but induced William Plowman to go Pal: 
ſeager on the Philip and Mary, for the more effectual Management of 
theie atfaits. | 

A bout the 2:d of April, in the Year 1696,theſe Veſſels ſailed from Livor- 
no the Outſet of the Ships, and Colt of the Cargo was, Dol.45,999:10:1. 
Money in Lixorno, Calculated at Five Shillings ↄcr Dollar, makes Eleven 
Thouſand Four Hundred Ninety Nine Pounds Seventeen Shillings and 
Six Pence Sterl. per Abſtract of their Books, in Appendix, No. 6. 

Capt. Charles F ickering in the Ship Charles, Capt. Joln Brome in the 
Ship Hhilip and Mary, carry d Lettets of Mart from 7he Ming of lng 
land; and being well Arm'd and Mann'd, they were not only capaole 
to Convoy the Peace-Sloop, with the Effects for purchaſing of Coltce, 
but allo to moleſt the Common Enemy. 


Thele Veſſels, in their Paſſage for Janis in a Fog near to Sardignia, 


were ſeparared ſome Leagues diſtance; when it clear'd up, Cap'. Gar- 


lad in the Sloop found himſelf cloſe on Board of a French Veſſel, © 


wi furrender'd at the Firing a few Guas from the Score, and proved 


ro be tlie Santa Barbara, Capt. Joſeph Fougaſſe, One of the Three French ö 


ins; tor which William Plowman is by the Great Duke's Sentence 
cv1dJemn'd, not withſtanding that the Philip and ary, wheroon Hi 


Plomman 
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Plomman was Paſſenger, did lye at à conſiderable diſtance, and had no 
ſhare in the Action; as appears by the Depoſitions of the French Priſo- 
ners, taken in authentic form, after their return from 7unis to Livorno, 
where they were at liberty, as appears in the Appendix, No. 7. 

Upon arrival at Tunis, William Plowman endeavour'd to conclude the 
Contract with the Bey for Corn; and having acquainted the Houſe 
with the Circumſtances of that affair, Conſul Goodwyn and Mr. Cher- 
wood of that Place confirm'd the fame ; all their Letters were ſent by 
the Expedition, an Engliſh Bark, Henry Durham Maſter ; who, falling 
unfortunately into the hands of the French, was by them carry'd into 
Toulon; and there his Papers being examin'd, the Letters directed to the 
Houſe at Livorno, were forwarded to the Secretary of State at Paris. 

The Court of France, by this diſcovery, was exaſperated againſt the 
Houſe, and William Plowman; and did not only take effectual Methods 
for purſuing their Reſentment, but alſo for ſecuring the Corn-Trade, 
which is of ſuch importance to thein: They dilpatch'd four Ships of 
War for Tunis, to renew a Treaty of Peace with the Bey, and to pro- 
long the Bargain for Corn with the French Undertakers for Seven years 
to come. | 

After it was diſcover'd at Florence, that the Court of 17a»:e was ſo 
highly offended at this attempt made by an Fugliſh Houſe at Livorno, 
the Great Duke, and his Miailters, eſpecially Seignior Carlo Quarateſi, 
Treifurer, did, after a very unaccountable manner, execute the Venge- 
ance of the Enemies of the Copartners, knowing this to be a proper 
and ſure opportunity for accompliſhing the Ruin of an Exzliſh Houſe, 
which from the time of its Eſtabliſhment at Livorno, had been an Eye- 
fore to that of Pier Anton Guadagni, wherein the ſaid Seignior Quara- 
teſi had been for many years a Servant, and is ſtill actually a Partner 
for an Eighth part. 

In the beginning of May, 1696, the Three Veſſels left Tunis, with 
deſign to proi-cute their Voyage for Alexandria; but within a few hours 
after their departure from the Land, they were cloſely Chas'd by the 
Marquiſe and Serieuſe , two French Ships of War, from whom they 
made a narrow eſcape : The Peace-S/oop ran into Porto- Farina, on the 
Coaſt of Barbary ; The Charles to Porto Longone, in the Iſland of Flba, 
near tie I alian Store; The Philip and Mary, on which William Plowman 
was, kept at Sca, : | 
_ - Had any, or all of theſe Veſſels fallen Prizes to the Enemy, the con- 
cern'd muſt have ſubmitted to the Fortune and Treatment of War; 
which ſhews the Exceſs of the Great Duke's partiality, in pretending 
to hinder an Engliſßiman from moleſting the French, whilſt he was ſub- 
ject to their Iaſults, and they at liberty to do what they pleas d, fo far 
as their lawful Commiſſion in a declared War could authorize them. 

William Plowman having found that the Peace-Sloop did not Sail ac- 
cording to expectation ; before departure from Tunis, he thought it con- 
venient to ſeparate the Riique of the Effects, and carry d along with 
him on the ”hilip and Mary all the Ready- money, amounting unto 
Twelve Thouſand Nine Hundred Forty Four; Spaniſh Dollars; and 
Icarin;z to return, and look for his Conſorts, he went for Alexandria, 
where, wich this Zum, and what other Effects the Houſe had lying there, 
he deſigud to purcnaſe Coffec. 
late Month of June, the Philip and Mary arrived at Alexandria, 
when the Plague was to violent, that neither the Captain, nor the Crew, 
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would adventure to wo. for a Lading; ſo William Plowman Landed the 
Money, and Ordered the Correſpondent to Invelt the ſame ; and the 
Proceeds of former Effects, in Coffee, to be ſent for Farope by the firſt 
Ships, in caſe that the Peace-S/oop did not ſpeedily appear. 
2 This Accident made Capt. Brome reſolve to go for Scanderoone, to 
or endes ſeek a Lading, to defray the Charge of the Outſet, and Expence of the 
Voyage. 
On thai Paſſage to Scanderoone, in the Month of June, and Night- 


TheP4ii»and time, near to the Iſland of Cyprus, they encountred a Ship; who, ſo ſoon 


2G. this as they haled her, fired a Broad-ſide at them, and brought the Top- 
a 5 45 


under Bench Maſt of the Philip and Mary by the Board; but after a ſhort Diſpute, 


Colours, who ſurrencer'd, and proved the Virgin's Hope Capt. Francis Leonce ; One 
N of theſe Three Veſſels for which William Plomman, by the Great Duke's 
Sentence, is condemn'd ; which is a further Evidence of His Serene 
Highneſs's very great partiality, in barring an Fxgliſhman from a lawful 
| and neceſſary Defence, when the Freuch gave the firſt attack. 
[ter Arrival In the Month of Jzly, the Philip and Mary arrived at Scanderoone, 
1 where William Plwmas debark d, and went to Aleppo, for clearing ſome 
Dependances which the Houſe had with Merchants there; and having 
recover'd ſome Effects, and procured others at Praight ; in a ſhort time 
the Ship was Laded for Mefſt»a and Livorno, and left Scanderooze in the 
beginning of the Month of Azznſt ; William Plammam Paſſenger, with 
Goods to a confiderab'e Value, conlign'd to him by 7effienrs Vernons 
| of Aleppo for their proper Account. 

111, Plyman In a ſhort time the Philip and Mary arrived at Cyprus, where Vi iam 
embarks 1Þ92. PLowman had ſome Afﬀairs to terminate; conſidering, that this Ship was 
foul, deep laden, and the too great Riſque which he run of his Perſon, 
and ſuch conſiderable EfteQs upon one bottom, he diſpatch'd her, and 
afrerwards went Paſſenger on the Golden Rock, a Dutch Ship of 40 Guns, 
well Mann'd, and a reputed Sailor; upon which Ship he embark'd 

what Effects he recover'd at Cyprus. | 


About Ten days after departure of the Golden Rock from that Iſland, 


The Dutch the Captain gave Chaſe to a Bark, who fied to Leeward; the Padrone 


nay a _ {pying a Ship of a Frese Fabrick, made towards her, in hopes of find- 
by Election ing Friends and Relief; but a Calm ſucceeding, the Dutchman hoiſed 
ſurread-r'd to out his Lance; the other Ship which was in light, proved the Philiy and 
the P:'p and Mary. Capt. Þreme, who diſcerning this Action, put abroad Exgliſb 
Tn Colours, and Mann'd his Pinnace , which arriving firſt at the Bark, 
the Padrone thercof by Election ſurrender'd her a Prize, and himſelf a 
Priſoner to the Exgliſb. f 
A diſpute ari- Upon this Accident, a diſpute aroſe between the Dutch Commander 
* Pang and Capt. Brome; William Plomman was ſent Aboard the Prize to treat 


and Dach, an Adjuſtment ; but finding the Impoſſibility of pleaſing both Parties, 


about this his Inclinations and Intereſt ſway'd him to ſtay with the Ph;lip and Mary; 


Birk. upon which Ship he arrived at Meſſina in September 1696. 


For this Bark, which was the L ady of Good Encounter, Padrone John 
Turcon, by the Great Duke's Sentence, William tlowman is condernn'd 
to ſatisfy the French Proprietors entirely; a convincing Proof of his Se- 

rene Highaeſs's great partiality in their favour ; conſidering , 
ids That the Golden Rock came into the Port of na, and finding 
or pros th Capt. Brome would not grant a Moiety in the Prize, the Datch Com- 
rd by th? mander carry'd along with him for Hollaud the Goods laden on his Ship, 


—_— this under the Name of William Plomman, to the Value of Five Hundred 
netence. 5 Pounds 


8 


25, PPT LIAM ao oe „ * 


„ 
"4 

3 2 
F 48 
1 
*. 
Ne 
wy 

45. 


- s as + « — 
4 * 4 2 Py - pr 
1 * wy COLTS. . z 5 

E 


E 


Pounds Sterl. and in the Admiralty of Rotterdam obtain'd their Con- 
demaation to his proper uſe, no perſon appearing there in defence of 
Milliam Plowman's Right; and with this the Duke was acquainted be- 
fore his Sentence was paſſed. 
At Meſſina, William Plowman perform'd the Quaranteen ; and notwith- His Innocence 
ſtanding, that there was then in that Port, Six of Hau Majeſty's Ships of \| leaving of 


| . - + Meſſina, where 
War, deſign'd for a Reinforcement to the Twrky Convoy ; upon which wisSix Uf 


the Complainant might have ſecur'd himſelf, had he been in the leaf} Ships of War. 


apprehenſive of having acted unwarrantably towards the Great Duke; 
he was lo ſenſible of his Innocence, that he took paſſage upon a Felucca 
for Naples, with deſign to go from thence, by way of Rome, to Livorno, 
to Viſit his Family, and manage his Affairs there. 

In the beginning of October, William Plowman arrived at Naples; He comes to 
and for clearing of Concerns belonging to himſelf, and other friends, as 
well as to the Houſe, he ſtay'd there until the Month of January. 

During this time, William Plomman cauſed to be Tranſported from He comes for 
Meſſina to Naples, ſundry Merchandizes belonging to himſelf, the Houſe, e and, 
Meſſieurs Vernon's, and other Friends, which he left in the hands of his derableP dis 
Correſpondents to be diſpoled of, for the advantage of the Proprictors, 
per FaQtories of their Colt Importing —— ——— Dollars 20,000. 
which, at Five Shillings Szer/. per Dollar, makes Five Thouſand Pounds 
Sterl. as appears by the Account in the Appendix, No. 8. J. 5000 Sterl. 
which Effects were afterwards taken by the Agent of the Grand Duke, 
ſold by Inch of Candle, and their Proceeds convey'd into the hands of 
the French. 

While William Plomman remain'd at Naples, he was carcſully ſollici- Had promiſe 
ted to come forward to Livorno, under the alluring pretence of clearing dang PF 
himſelf honourably to the Duke, and conſequently his Highneſs to the 
French, received Promiſes of a kind reception, with aſſurances of this 
Prince's Favour and Eſteem, as appears by Letters tranſlated in the 
Appendix, Ne. 9. | 

Theſe apparently-kind Invitations induced William Plowmaz to leave 
Naples ſooner than his proper conveniency allow'd, and to ſet forward 
from thence about the 2oth of January 169; for Rome. 


Now the Scene was ready for a fatal Tragedy to William Plowman ; Sein d at kom, 
for in a few days after his Arrival at Rome, being at Dinner in the Houſe 
of one Giacomo Nattucei, an Italian Banquicr there, and Correſpondent 
to the Houle at Livorno, but a Dependant on the Great Duke, and by 
his Miniſters ſecretly employ'd to be an Actor in the barbarous and un- 
hoſpitable Surprizal of the Complainant : He was, after a moſt igno- 
minious manner, ſeized by the Sbirri, ( vulgarly called Thief-catchers,) 
and being fettered and chain d, he was by them hurry'd from the Table 
to a Dungeon, without giving him any reaſon for their inhuman pro- 
ccedings, or leave to ſpeak with any perſon upon the matter. 

When William Plowman was ſecured in the Dungeon, with much ado as a Subjegt 
he prevailed on the Keeper, to acquaint him, That he was in this manner 1 6 
ſo harſhly treated by Order of the Pope; who had been informed by ß 
the Envoy of Toſcany, that the Complainant was a Subject of the Great 
Duke's, and a Pirate, in having under his Serene Highneſs's Colours 
attack d, and made Prizes ſeveral French Ships; and ſo was to be 
brouzit to condign puniſhment, 


Being 


L 


Acquaints his Being amazed at the unwarrantable Method, and ſiniſter Information 
Friends of the Great Duke's Agent, in ſurpriz ing the Pope into the Violation 
of the Laws of Nations, and ſpecial Privileges of Rome, William F /ow- 
man obtain d leave from the Priſon-keeper, to write to ſome of the Eng- 
liſb, deſiring them to acquaint the Governor of Reme, viz. 
That he was That William Plowman was Born at London, of Exgliſb Parents, and 
an Exg lb Sub- never Naturaliz'd in the Great Duke's State; nor had mace uſe of his 
jet. Serene Highneſs's Colours to ſurprize the French: That he had been a 
Paſſenger only on Board the Philip and Mary, Commauded by Captain 
John Brome, who carry'd a Letter of Mart from e Ring of Great Bri- 
tain; and who, under Fxgliſh Colours, had alwavs fought the Enemy; 
deſiring the Cale might be brought to a legal Tryal, before any Court 
of Juſtice, that the Pope ſhould think competent. 
Notice taken © This Affair being divulged at Rome, the Ambaſſadors of the Empe- 
by Ambaſſi- ror, and of Spain, were reſolved to aſſert the Right of Nations, and to 
8 aſſiſt the Subject of His Majeſty in Alliance with their Sovera:igns. 
A Petition to Sundry of the Erg/iſh Nobility and Geatry, then at Rome, moved in 
the Pope. the Caſe; and in behalf of the Priſoner, a Petition was preſented to the 
Pope, the Copy whereof is Tranſlated in the Appendix, No. 10 
Romans mur- The RN mans were under admiration to ſee the Pope thus impoſed on 
mur. by the Envoy of Toſcany, and the generality of the better fort did mur- 
mur at the manifeſt Innovation agaioſt their Privileges ; amongſt which, 
the protection of Strangers was never reckoned the meaneſt. 
The Pope's Secretary of St.te, upon theſe Emergencies, had a Con- 
The Aﬀeir ference with the Great Duke's Envoy, who thereupon did immediately 
b ae  giſpatch an Expreſs to his Maſter at Florence; and having in three or 
Pope and four days receiv'd an Anſwer, he adjuſted the Matter privately with the 
Great Duke. Court of Rome; who did not only retule a legal Tc yal of the Cafe, and 
liberty of pleading in behalf of HVilliam Plomman, but abandon'd him, 
and left him to the Mercy of the Great Duke. 
1112, Plwmm Upon the roth of February 169;, about midnigbt, William Plowman 
hurry'd from was pulled out of the Dungeon, loaded with Fetters and Chains, and 
a Dungeon in jg the Dark and Snow was drove away by a Compaay of Sbivri, who 


R to ano- | . * 
ther in Hl. guarded him to the Confines of the Feeleſiaſtical State, where they took 


rence. an Inſtrument of their ſurrendering him to the Great Duke's Officers, 


and Sbirri, who hurry 'd him with the like Cruelty to another Dungeon 
in Florence, where he was detain'd Thirty- two Months, contrary to the 
Laws of Nations, Equity, Good Conſcience, and the Common Faith 
that is to be preſervd amongſt Mankind; eſpecially the Ialians, who 
pretend to a Nicety in refined Civility, and who in Hittory i:ave ſo mauy 
famous Examples of their Anceſtor's Moderation and Generoſity co thoſe 
who were under their power and protection. 

From henceforward, for the Space of 32 Months, William P lowman 
underwent all the Misfortunes that a Priſoner could fear, from a Frince 
influenced, exaſperated, and ſtimulated by the conſtant and ſubtil Lafi- 


nuations of Seignior Quarateſi; who ran to ſuch a horrid Exceſs of rigor, 
in threatning the Priſoner with Tortures. Poy ſon, and Death, that his 


Highneſs ſuſpended this Miniſter ſome time from medling with the Af. | 
fair: If his Confederates had been totally excluded, it is very probzbie | 


that the Great Duke would have conſented ſooner to the Enlargemert of 
the Priſoner, and Relief of the Innocent Houſe, for preventing thote 3 
Damages, which both of them have ſuſtain'd by the Proceedings of the 
Court of Florence, in a method beyond Example. The Caſe clearly 
thus : William 


— 


„ 1 
„ 
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William Plowman, an Engliſh Merchant, under Bolts and Chains, de- 
barr'd Converſation, or Correſpondence with Friends, tormented with 


Fears, and the rigorous Contrivances of Seignior Quarateſi, intimidated 
by the ſurprizing Practices of others, and conſtrain d at all times, and 


in all things, for Self -preſervation, to make whatever Declarations the 


Great Duke's Miniſters thought fit to exact of him, in order to the lay- 
ing a foundation for the Sentence, which they had already projected, 
to be paſſed by the Grand Duke, who, they very well knew, wanted 
the requiſite Supports for eſtabliſhing it, according to Juſtice : For proot 
of this Aſſertion, reference is humbly craved to the Oblervations on 
the Great Duke's Sentence. Appendix, No. 15. 
Before Sentence was paſſed by the Great Duke againſt William Þ low: 
man, the Houſe had recourſe to His Serene Highneſs, in a ſubmiſſive 
manner ; They recommended to his Conſideration, the important Con- 
cerns which they had depending with the Priſoner, which inevitably 
would be loſt, if be, and they, by his Confinement were hindered from 
the Management of their Affairs in that conjunQture, and conſequently 
the damage which would accrue to their Credit and Intereſt, as well as 
to their Correſpondents, Merchants in London, and Ergliſh Traders elſe- 
where; And to move the Great Duke to an Accommodation, the Houle 
offered themſelves perſonal Sureties for the Appearance of the Priſoner, 
when ever his Highneſs ſhould Command it ; and for his Indempaity, 
to depoſe in the hands of his Miniflers whatever Sum the French Pre- 
tenſions upon an exact Liquidation ſhould amount unto. 
Theſe Propoſals were in Effect, as well as in Appearance, ſo reaſon- 
able, that the Great Duke ſeemed inclinable to accept them, and for 
that purpoſe gave John Crookſhanks leave to viſit the Priſoner ; with 
whom, and Seignior Auditor Angeli the Judge, deputed by his Serene 
Highneſs, the Matter was diſcuſs'd and calculated, that the French Pre- 
tenſions might in the greateſt Extent amount unto——— Dol. 41, 600 
And that if they allowed the Veſſels ranſom'd, which, 6 
with other Effects, were ſeized to the Value of — e 

That then, to compleat their pretence upon account — 5 
Prizes taken by the Philip and Mary, was only wanting — Dol. 14, ooo 
as appears by Account in the Appendix, No. 11. 


This Conference paſſed in the Priſon at Florence, when the Grand 


His Condition 
in the Dun- 
geon. 


The Conditi— 
of the Houſe 


at that jun- 
cture. 


Their Propo- 
ſals to ſecure 

the G. D for 
the Import of 
French Preten- 
__- 


Accompliſh'd 


Duke was at Livorno, who appearing ſatisfied with the Account which by the Houſe. 


Seignior Auditor Angeli gave of the TranſaQtion ; the Houſe, purſuant 
to what they had reaſon to judge formerly eftabliſh'd, did depoſit in the 
hands of Seignior Franciſco Terieſi, Proveditor of the Grand Duke's Cu- 
ſtoms, Forty Nine Bales of Goods, per their Book of Factories, folio 240, 
Tranſcrib'd in the Appendix, No. 12. imports Dollars 8, 26 J: 5:6; 
For compleating the Agreement, they furniſh'd a Bill of p 

Exchange, accepted by a reputable Merchant, card eee 
whereof is in the Appendix, No. 13. for —. 14263: 5 :6. 


O0. — 


When this Bill of Exchange was carried to Florence, to be tender'd to The G O flies 


Seignior Auditor Angeli, as Complement of what was concerted; all the 
Merchants at Livorno did conclude and adviſe their Correſpondents 
abroad, that William Plowman's Liberty was purchaſed, and it was ſo 
inſerted as News in the publick Manuſcripts at Florence. 


D 


But 


Off. 


103 


Ins Excuſe, But when this Bill of Exchange was offered to Scignior Auditor An- 
geli, he ſeemed concerned, becauſe the Agreement could got on the 


Great Duke's part be fulfilled, and for reaſon of the delay alledg'd, that 
the Duke had lately received a very threatning Letter from the French © 
Secretary of State; ſo that his S. H. could not uſe Clemency towards 


the Houſe, without danger of incurring the diſpleaſure of France. 
The Houſe is The Houſe being thus diſappointed, deſired the Reſtitution of their 
cilppointed. 49 Bales of Merchandiſe depoſited in the hands of Seignior Terieſi, but 
. were denied, upon pretence of Accounts depending betwixt them and 
William Plomman; which the Great Duke's Miniſters reſolved to ſee 
cleared, for Ind: mpaity of his S. H., expecting to be the Adminiſtra- 
tors to the Priſoner. Appendix, No. 12. 

Tho'theſe Goods were voluntarily laid down, with the expreſs Con- 
dition of V illiam P/owmay's Liberty; yet they were Arbitrarily detained, 
ſold at publick Outcry, and their Proceeds, by Order of the Great Duke, 
put into the Poſſeſſion of the French. 


The Conſz- This Proceeding can never be juſtified by his Highneſs, nor excuſed 


Spoiled of 
their Effects. 


quence. by his Miniſters ; for it was an irreparable Blow to the Credit and In- 


tereſt of an Ezgliſh Houle Trading at Livorno, and the Conſequences fo 
plain to their detriment, that it's ſtedfaſtly hoped Hu Majeſty, taking 
pleaſure in relieving the Oppreſs'd, will in a particular manner vouch- 
ſafe His Royal Protection to theſe his Injured Subjects. 


Noto ith- The Houſe has been ſo bore down by this Tranſaction, that every 
fancing :4* Perſon of Honour, who examines the Circumſtances thereof, wil) be- 
cole, come their Advocate; encourag'd thereto, by the Steps which he Ming 


has been graciouſly pleaſed to take, for Relieving William Plowman's 


Perſon from Chains, his Effects from Sequeſters, and for the general 
Security of his other Subjects in their Trade. 
and Modera- There is no Subject that will not admire His Majeſty's Moderation, 
Oy in condeſcending by ſundry Letters to exhort the Great Duke to Acti- 
ons of Juſtice, while his S. H. by his Anſwers ſought only Delays; and 
at laſt being altogether ſway d in favour of the French, has endeavour'd 


to elude the Rings Juſt and Mercitul Intentions, as ſhall in the Sequel 


of this Narrative be clearly demonſtrated. 


A Frenchman In proceſs of time, at requeſt of the Grand Duke, the Secretary of 


. State at Verſailles ordered the Chevalier Darvieux, a Perſon of Worth 

Prizes. and Experience, to be diſpatch'd from Marſeiles, in name of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, to Liquidate the Value of the Ships and Cargo's in 
diſpute. | 


His Demands This French Agent, upon arrival at Florence demanded the Reſtitution 
of all the French Ships that had been taken in the Mediterranean. Sea by 
any Engliſh Ship which had rouch'd at Livorno. Es 

Reftrain'd by But being afterwards directed by the Great Duke and his Miniſters to 

the Great D. reſtrain the Demand; for thoſe only taken by the Philip and Mary, he 
remained ſatisfied therewith; and according to his Inſtructions, referred 
the final decition of the matrer to his S. H's. Will and Pleaſure. 

So his H. This ſeems a ſtrong proof, that rhe Great Duke was never really liable 

5 74 to the Demands of the French only for their ſatisfaction; lent his Power 

French, and Authority in 1caly, for Perſecuting and Oppreſſing thoſe Exgliſh Sub- 
jects, whole tra ffick and deſigns had been prejudicial to the French Intereſt. 

Util che At this tim the Treaty at &y/wick being near a concluſion. it was judged 

Ven at prudent to keep the Great Duke and French Agent in ſuſpence, till he 

2 ca Peace ſhould be ſigned when it would be known who were compre- 
hended in the Acts of Indempnity therein eſtabliſh'd. In 


E reaſon of theſe Depredat ions: 


2 7 


In order thereunto, the Liquidation of the Ships and Goods in que- The Complai- 
ſtion was with the Chevalier Darvienx, managed by John Crookſhanks, "*"** spend 
who deſiſted ſo ſoon as it was known, that M/illiam Plowman might claim 
the Privilege of the zd Article, tranſcribd in the Appendix, No. 14. 

The Priſoner was further encourag'd to decline an Accommodation, upon ygers 
upon notice given him of His Maje/ty's Gracious Orders to Sir Lambert given by Hu 
Blackwell his Envoy Extraordinary at Florence, tor demanding the En Kia 1 
largement of William Plowman's Perſon, the reſtitution of his and the : 
Houſe's Effects, with entire reparation of their Damages. 

This exaſperated the Great Duke, and augmented Seignior Quarateſi's The Dake of: 
malice; ſo upon refuſal of an Adjuſtment with Monſieur Darvieux, the fendcd, 
Court of Flo ence reſolved on paſſing the Sentence at any rate againſt the 
Priſoner in a Dungeon, 

As the Great Duke and his Miniſters were ſtrangers to the Value of Proceeds to 
the Ships in queſtion, the Copy of the FrenchDemands for the three Veſſels een, 
and Cargo', by them pretended to be taken by the Philip and Mary, was 
tranſmitted with Orders to the Governor of Livorno, for calling a Mer- 
chant of every Nation, experienc'd in the Levant Trade, to calculate 
the Worth of theſe Ships, and their Cargos. | 

The Merchants of ſeveral Nations, being ſo call'd, cach having his 3 . 
proper Motive to wave a concern, which contradicted the Intentions of ation. 
ſo many Soveraign Princes in the Treaty of Peace, far from adhering to 
the Governor's propoſal; theſe Merchants did unanimouſly concur in 
ſupplicating the Grand Duke to diſpence with them from obeying his 
Commands in that point. | 

Upon return of their Anſwer to Florence, His Highneſs and his Mini- He makes it 
ſters proceeded in perfecting the modell'd Sentence, which, after the Ararily 
Concluſion of the Peace at Ry/wick, was denounc'd in theſe terms, copied 
from the Original in Italian. 


We Coſmus the Third, Great Duke of T oſcany, &c. 


lian Plowman, An Engliſh Merchant zz our City and Port of Li vor- 
no, at preſent by our Command detain d In the Priſon, call d The Otto 
of this City of Florence ; Having aſſur'd, and Given us his Word, that the 
Ship Philip and Mary, Arm d in our ſaid City and Port of Livorno, Com- 
manded by Capt. John Brome, an Engliſhman ; «pon which Veſſel the ſaid 
William Plowman Embark'd, ſhould not moleſt, or give any trouble to 
The French Ships, or Veſſels; and notwithſtanding hereof, it appearing to 
Firs havirg departed from Livorno: By her were taken three French 
Veſſels ; viz. | 
The Ship Santa Barbara, Capt. Joſeph Fougals, coming from Conſtan- 
tinople to Marſeilles. 
The Ship Virgin's Hope, Capt. Francis Leonce, who from Scanderoone 
and Cyprus was paſſing for Venice. 
The Bark, Lady, Good Encounter, Padron, John Turquon, who from 
Marſeilles was going for Cyprus and Scanderoone: 
With all their Ladings, in contravention of the Promiſe made us ; in conſe- 
quence whereof, having receiv'd Petitions in behalf of the French concern'd, 
iu the [aid V. eſſels and L adings, for reparation of Damages by them ſuffer'd, 


It 
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It is our Will, to this effet, the ſaid Plowman ſhall make good the 
Damages done in contravention of his ſaid word, With full Cognizance 
of the Cauſe, and the actions hap;en'd, having heard The Report to us 
made by Word of Mouth from Auditor Peter ungeli, one of the Au- 
ditors of this our Council of Favour and of juſtice, who, by our Order 
has examind the Matter, according to the Terms of Reaſon, heard one 
ani th other Farty, viewed their Writings; Having taken from us a 
precedent information with due regard to the Value of the foreſaid 
Fifefts, made Prize of, with our certain knowledge of the Breach of the 
ſaid Promiſe ; We arbitrate avd declare the ſaid William Plowman to 
be held, and obliged to reſtore the ſaid three Veſſels ; viz. 

1 he Ship Santa Barbara, Capt. Joſeph Fougaſs. 

1 he Ship Virgin's Hope, Capt. Francis Leonce. 

The Bark, Lady of Good Encounter, Padron, John Turquon, 
wi h their Ladings, to the Gentlemen contern'd, or Their juſt Value, 
which &Arbitrarily, with the precedent Informations and Knowledge as 
above ; We liquidate to amount in all and for all, to the Sum, and 
2nontity of Forty ſeven Thouſand cutrant Dollars; and for ſo much 
we ſay the ſaid Plowman 3s held, and obliged to reſtore, upon account 
of the ſaid Prizes, in virture of the Promiſe to us made, freeing the 
laid Plowman upon this Head, from all other Moleſtations and Pretences, 
declaring withal, that in ſatisfaction, and in part of the ſaid Sum of 
Forty ſeven Thouſand Dollars Ought to be imputed, as we ordain to 
be imputed, The Right which the ſaid Plomman has againſt Capt. 
Leonce, and other French Merchants, to whom he releaſed the ſaid Ship 
the Virgin's Hope, ana part of her Cargo, and to the Bills of Exchange 
Sequeſtred at Venice ; as alſo his right againſt Padron John Turquon, 
to whom in the like manner he releaſed the Bark, the Lady of Good En- 
counter, and part of her Lading , and farther the Rights competent ro 
the ſaid William Plowman, upon a parcel of Coffee for his proper ac- 
count, ſent to Victoir De Saint Amand of Marſeilles 2d others ; 


Which Rights, We ſay the ſaid Plowman is Held and obliged to 


yield and transfer in good and valid form, with the neceſſary and 
opportune Clauſes, in favour of the ſaid Intereſs'd in the Prizes, 
and for the remainder to the full import of the ſaid Forty ſeven Thouſand 
Dollars; We ſay the ſaid William Plowman zs held, and oblig'd to com- 
ple:t, either by Reſtitution of the Effects taken, or in ſo much Ready 
money; and to this effect We will that our aforeſaid Auditor Peter Angeli 
give the Neceſſary and opportune Orders for execution of the Premiſſes, 
by way of Thoſe Tribunals which ſhall be moſt proper. always, and as 
often as need ſhall require againſt the Effects, Goods and Credits of the 
ſaid Plowman, and until the ſaid Intereſs'd be entirely paid the whole Sum 
of Forty Seven 7 houſand Dollars. | 
Reſerving to our ſelves in caſe any difficu'ty ſhould ariſe about the 
foreſaid Renunciations and Ceſſions, or the import thereof, the faculty to 
decide, and terminate them, and thereupon to make all and ſuch De- 
clarations as we ſhall judge neceſſary, all, &c. notwithſtanding, &c. 


81G NE D;, 


The Great Duke of Toſcany. 


1 
a 7 Benedictus Quarateſi, Secretary of State of the Moſt Serene Great Duke 
if of Toſcany, have receiv d from the Hands of His Highneſs this pre- 


ſent Sentence, which by me receiv d, was by his Order read in Preſence of 


f i * the Illuſtrioms Lords, The Marquis Francis Riccardi Major Domo Majore, 


5 To which adding the Sums ſequeſter'd and in poſſeſſion 


+ 
Us; 4 
* 
#44 
RE 
4 
i 


And Marquis Philip Corſini Cavallerizzo Maggiore of Huw Highneſs, in the 
> Chamber of Hu Highneſs, the 28th Day of September 1697. 7 his Sen- 
tence was put into the Secretary of State's Office, there to be kept. 
The ꝗth of October 1697, 1 the under-written Secretary of State, of 

the Moſt Serene Great Duke of Toſcany, do declare to whom it may concern, 
That the preſent Copy was Abſtratted word by word from the Original, re- 
5 maiuing by His Highneſs's Order in thu Office. 

| | Carlo Antonio Gondy. 


With great Submiſſion, the Complainants ask leave to ſay, That no Egli ac 
Potentate in F ＋* in Amity with the Crown of England, would have ad- tack d 
ventur d to give ſuch an open and avow'd Defiance to the Ming and King- 
dom, in the manner which the Grand Duke's Sentence ſeems to imply. 

For paſſing under Silence the Allegation given at Rome by the Envoy in open man- 
of Toſcany, His Highneſs now declares manifeſtly, That William Plowman ner. 
is an Engliſþbman ; That the Philip and Mary was Commanded by John 
P-cme, lizewile an Engliſhman; and upon this Foundation procceds to 
the arbitriry Condemnation of the Prifoner, without reſerve, or the leaft 
com paſſi nate regard to the other Exg/iſh Subjects concerned. 

It was not reaſonable for Exgliſb Traders, and much leſs for the Pri. Repricats gt. 
ſoner, to deſire an equitable Reviſion of this Sentence from the Great ven on His 
Duke, when they ſaw his Serene Highneſs had adventur'd to gratify dc“ le 
thoſe in declared War with this Kingdom, by giving them Repriſals up- 
on His Majeſty's Intereſt and Share in theſe Prizes, without Compliment, 
or asking Con Licentia. 

Inzsa all Articles wherein his Serene Highneſs imagin'd the French might The rrench 
not be entirely ſatisfi d, and that conſequently a diſpute on their part favour'd 

might ariſe, he vails his Sovereign Authority, and reſerves to himſelf 

| only a Facaliy to decide the difference, in ſuch manner as he ſhould think 

fit, and by ſubſequent proceedings on this ſcore, the Great Duke's par- 

tiality to the French has been ſufficiently manifeſted. 

His Screne Highneſs (uſing his own terms) arbitrarily gives a Sen- By the G. D's 

* tence, wherein he was Party, the only Witnefs, as well as Judge, with. bartiality. 

out Cognizance of the Cauſe, or due Examination of the Circumſtances 

in matter of fact; theſe, and the other concurring Nullities, to render this 

Sentence invalid, and without excuſe, are fairly explain'd in Append. No. 1 ̃. 

However, allowing the Grand Dukes Pretences in their full extent ½ py... 
as valid as his Afertion would make them, yet he has aggravated much aggra- 
William Plowman by this Sentence —— -— -—— Dollars 38, 500. v4 
Which at 55. Sterl. per Dollar, is Nine Thouſand Six Hundred Twenty-five 

Pounds Srerl. as by particular account in Appendix, No. 1 5. J. 9625 Sterl. 
Ihe foregoing Sum for which William Plowman is aggravated, 
by the Sentence, amounts to Dollars 38500. 


Grievances. 


of the French, which by the Grand Duke's Sentence 
they were to allow, and by account in Append. No. 27 600 
Import in all WP” £7 
From which deduQing the Import of the Great Duke's ) 
Sentence in the greateſt rigour -—-—— Doll. J 37222 
The French were at the firſt Inſtant Overpaid-—— Doll. 19,100 


E — which 


— — — ——— 


Grievances. 
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which at $ Shillings Sterl. per Dollar, is Four Thouſand Seven Hundred 
and Seventy-five Pounds Sterl. Overcharg d by the Duke — J. 4775 Sterl. 


This Calculation is made according to his Serene Highneſs's Preten- 
lions. 

{he Extorting of which Sum from a Particular and Trading Man, 
in William Plowman's Circumſtances, tended to the accompliſhment of 
his Ruin, and render'd him incapabale to ſupport his diſtreſſed Family 
and ſeven Children, while he remain d in Chains, and a Dungeon. 

The Grievances by the Sentence, and foregoing Proceedings, were 
followed with as irretrievable Hardſhips ; for the Great Duke was re- 
ſolved to gratify the French entirely, by ſacrificing to their Revenge this 
unfortunate Man's Effects, without reſerve. 

In order whereunto, the Priſoner was forced and conſtrained to aſſign 
and make over to his Serene Highneſs's Agents, whatever Effects be- 
long'd to himſelf, or to others under his Name, at Naples, which were 
by the Duke's Miniſters ſold, and their Proceeds convey'd into the hands 
of the French, they colt by account in Append. Ne. S. Doll. 20, ooo. 

In like manner, were put into the Poſſeſſion of the 
French, the Produce of thoſe Goods, which upon expreſs 
condition of the Priſoner's liberty, were thus depolitcd by 
the Houſe, Importing by Appendix, No. 12.——— —— 8,263:5:6 

To which adding the Sums ſequeſtred, and in pol- 
on of the French, which, by Sentence they ought to allow 27,600, —— 


In poſſeſſion of the Great Duke and French Doll. 55,863: 5:6 
while William Plowman was in a Dungeon, and calculated at 5 s. Sterl, 


per Dollar, amounts to Thirceea Thouſand Nine Hundred and Sixty-five 
Pounds, Sixteen Shillings and Four Pence, Sterl.-——— J. 13, 965: 16: 4 


When theſe Effects were put into the hands of Soſine, Agent for the 
Chamber of Commerce and French, The Great Duke's Miniſters find- 
ing theſe proceedings too deſpotick, and manifeſtly oppoſite to the ſenſè 
of his Highneſs's Laws, they contrived a Salvo to render their Excuſe 
plauſible. 

But it is humbly conceiv'd , upon impartial examination it may ap- 


| pear, that inſtead of gaining their intent, they have totally overthrown 


the Sentence, and expoſed their Maſter's Honour, as well as their own 
Management, to the ſevereſt Cenſure, by a Letter modell'd and ſigu dy 
the Abbot Gondy, Secretary of State, directed to the 7-:,,4 Envoy, and 


communicated to William Plowman, Tranſlated into Exgliſß, thus: 


The Grand 
Duke's pro- 
ceedings are 
openly con- 


Moſt Illuſtrious Sir, 
HE Money drawn from the Sale of the Merchandize of William Plow- 


man, which at preſent is in the poſſeſſion of Seignior Terieſi, ſhall 


be depoſited in the hands of Monſieur doſine, pot to be Ly him paid to 


demn'd by this any perſon, except Juridically, and by Sentence zz the Tribunal of Livorno, 


Letter from 
Abbot Gonay. 


after that the Identity of the Creditors ſhall be there verifi's , and 


J*ſtified, that to them there are none Anterior, who may oppoſe by having 


Right to theſe Effects. This is the ordinary Courle of juſtice, w/ich 
requires us to contain our ſelves in this form, That the Payment of the 
money be made legally: Ad before this Reſolution of his Higbneſs be 
effeited, it ought to be c mmunicated to William Plowman ; In conf.rmiry 
hereof, Seignior Terieſi, ſhall explain himſelf, with Monſi-ur S0:.nc, (rom 
whom he [hal exact an Obligation at to contravene, and to remain Surety 


for 


L 39 :] 


or the Money, whereof he ſhall be depoſitaire, To pay no part thereof, but in 
that manner that ſhall be to him pre/cribed by the ordinary Judge of Livorno. 
Concerning this Letter, Reference is humbly crav d to Append IN*.15. 
In conſequence of this Peclaration made in the Name of the Grand 
Duke, by his Secretary of State Abbot Gondy in the foregoing Letter, 


the follow ing Perſons, as Anterior Creditors laid their Claims. 


Gabriella /henix, a Widow, and Siſter- in- law to William Plomman, 
produced 1a Court his Obligation of ſundry Years ſtanding, in authen- 
tick form, vouch'd by irreproachable Witneſſes, for the Sum of Three 
Thouſand Seven Hundred Dollars, which ſhe had placed in his hands 
at Interct, part of her Dowry, which the Italians call Dota, and by 
the Law's of their Country carry'd the Anterioty with a ſpecial Pri- 
vileze ; tor it was never known that before her, any Woman had been 
ſpoiled of her Dota. 

Mr. John Burrows, The Engliſh Conſul at Livorno, did likewiſe in 
the name and behalf of Meſſicurs Vernons,lay a Sequeſter upon this Money, 
as being the procceds of a parcel of Cotton-Yarn, by them conlign'd 
to William Plowman, which, by the Grand Duke's Agents, was, with the 
other Goods at Naples, taken in ſpecie under the Mai ks of the Proprietor. 
Ile [louſe of Livorno, hope: that theſe Claims would have brought 
the matter to a fair Tryal, and reckoned themſelves ſufficiently ſecur'd 
by the Grand Duke's promiſe of Juſtice, as well as by the Conditions 
upon which their 49 Bales of Gonds were depoſited, judging that no perſon 
could conteſt their Title; to ſave charges they forbore a purſuit, kn w- 
ing the Caſe was not in a poiture for deciſion in favour of thoſe who had 
the belt Right. | 

The Great Duke's Miniſters in this contrivance, were ſo far from 
minding Monſtzur Sofize's Obligation, and the Propoſals of juilice in 
Abbot Gonay's Letter, that, by the ſequel will plainly appear, their 
intention was only to perpetuate William Plowman s milery, to pertect 
the Ruin of the Houſe, and to fruſtrate the others concern'd. 

The Judge at Livorno admitted Informations, but never would 
enter on the deciſion of the Affair, pretending that he durſt not do it, 
without the requiſite Orders from his Superiors. 

By this additional and uncoutted proof of the Great Duke's parti- 
aliry the /rep:h were encoura,;'d to inſiſt on the rigour of their Preten- 
ſins, and to refuſe any Accommodation for Relief of the Priſoner, and 
innocent Houſe. 

At laſt all tlie Money was without any form of Juſtice, in a very clan- 
deſtine manner, put into the hands of the French Conſul, never to be re- 
claima'd; and that in virtue of an Agreement and Order extorted from the 
Peiſoner in a Dungeon, before his Liberty could be obtain'd; as appears in 
the Appendix, N®. 25. 

The Court of Florence, in appearance, have not aimed ſo much at con- 
demning the Action, as at mortifying ihe Perſon of William Plowman, 


and rnininy thoſe wio were by Intereſt engag'd, and by Compaſſion 


moved to aſſiſt him under his Oppreſſions. 
This Aﬀſertion, with great ſubmiſſion, will be clearly demonſtrated 


by che fair Repreſentation of the barſh and unjuſt Treatment which the 
Hou'e folfered in the buſineſs of the John Galley, an Exel /p Ship. 


\icholais Reggio the Commander ot this Veilel, upon his arrival from 
London to Livorno, refuſed to o:ey the Houſe, and the Orders of his 


other Owners, was at inſtance of tne Houle ſequeſter d; but by the 
means of one Catelani, a 3ubject of the Duke's, under the ſpecial protecti- 


on 


In conſ-- 
quence, 


Widow Pho 
nix lays At- 
tachment. 


John Purrows 
lays Attach- 
ncenr. 


The Houſe 
think their 
effects ſecure. 


Govay's Letter 
only intended 
to elude Ju- 

ice 


Tryal deny d 


at Lryorno, 


To favour the 
French. 


The French 
put in poſſeſ- 
ſion of all. 


The Grea: 


Dukes aim 


Demonſtrate a 


By the Caſe 
of the John 
Galley, where- 
of the Com- 
plainants were 


Example of 


partiality an 
indignity that 
ever was of- 
fered to Eng- 


The Houſe 
ſer forth their 


Make propo- 
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on of Seignior Quarateſi, the Captain was freed and aſſiſted in carrying 
out the Ship violently from her Proprietors, in raiſing of Money and Men 
publickly on the place, to go upon the Cruiſe againſt the French. 

This Reggio, in few days, brought into Port a French Prize, to the va- 
lue of Fourteen Thouſand Dollars, Landed the Goods in the Duke's pub- 
lick Magazine; and notwithſtanding all the Diligence and earneſt 
Solicitation uſed by the Houſe, they could not obtain leave, in their own 
and other Owners name, to ſeize the Ship and Goods, by right appertain- 
ing to them. 

On the contrary, this Capt. Reggio was aſſiſted by Catelani and his 
Accomplices, under the protection of Seignior Quarateſi, to raiſe Men 
and Money, for carrying out the Ship a ſecond time by force, to 
Cruiſe againſt the French; and within a few days ng in ſight of the 
Port, ſhe was taken by the French; whereby the Houſe, and other Fx2liſh 
Merchants concern'd, loſt Seven Thouſand Five Hundred Pounds Ser. 

W hile the Houſe mov'd in defence of their own and Friends Right, no 
notice was taken of their Complaints; but when the French Envoy ask d 
ſatisfaction of Catelani, and others at Livorno, Subjects of his Highneſs, 
concern d in the Cruiſe with Reggio; the Duke gave. Orders immedi- 
ately for their Impriſonment, and accordingly they were ſeized. 

But by means of Seignior Qwarzteſi's influence over the Great Duke, 
and prevailing Intereſt with the French, Catelani and his Accomplices 
were ſoon ſet at liberty, for all puniſhment were condemn'd to Liver»o 

for aPriſon and in a {mall time thereafter,that Sentence was revok'd ; the 
whole ſtate of this Caſe is explained in the Appendix, No. 16. 

This appears to be a piece of partiality beyond excuſe ; for the Court 
1 at Florence can't forget, that within a little time after W7/liam Plowman's 

Impriſonment, The King of Fngland was graciouſly pleaſed to deſire the 

Grand Duke would contine the Priſoner to Livorno only, to prevent the 
utter deſtruction of his Affairs; but his Highneſs did not comply. 

Had not the Great Duke ard his Miniſters nouriſh'd a Reſentment 
againſt the Perſon, more than againſt the Action of William Plowman, 
they would have brought Catelani as a Subject of his Highneſs, under- 
a ſevere Condemnation ; he might be juſily called a Pirate for robbing 

the Engliſh, and ſpoiling the French at the ſame time; and have paſſed 

a milder Sentence againſt William Plowman, a Free-born Engliſh-man, 
who in quality of Paſſenger, embark'd upon an Engliſb Ship, the Com- 
mander whereof carry'd His Majeſty's Commiſſion, and went to Sea 
upon a lawful deſign. | 

Before and ſince the publication of the Sentence, the Houſe by Pe- 
titions to the Great Duke, did often ſet forth the Hardſhips under which 
they labour'd, by reaſon of William Plomman's Impriſonment, ſuppli- 
cating his Highneſs to let the Priſoner out upon their Bail, and Obligati- 
on to anſwer perſonally for his Appearance; offering, for a further 
ſecurity, the Aſſignation of conſiderable Sums due to them, by Subjects 
of the Great Duke and Merchants at Livorno; but their Propoſals were 
either rejected, or ill apply'd. 


To tranſcribe all the Offers made by the Houſe for the Liberty of 
William Plowman , would ſwell this Caſe to too large a Volume; 
Sir Lambert Blackwell has had Copies of them, to be tranſmitted to His 
Majeſty's Secretaries of State; the laſt whereof was ſo preſſing, and ſo 
reaſonable, as might have moved the greateſt Enemy to Compaſſion 
and Compliance; being to the following purpoſe. 


The 


„ mw 


11 


PROPOSALS to the GRAND Du kx, 
for the Liberty of Wä.illiam Plowman, and 
Relief of the Innocent and Oppreſſed Houſe. 


HE Priſoner, by Sentencs, being con- 
demned to the Payment o — cc 4,00 
17, 600 — Eſſects Seiz'd and Scqueſtred by the French, 
which by the Sentence they ought to allow. 
Appendix, Numb. 
16, o Mony by the Duke's Orders put in the hands 
0 — of Mr. Souſine, proceeding from Goods depoſi- 
43,600 ted at Livorno, and Effects drawn from Naples. 
3, 400 -Was now only wanting to compleat the Sen- 
tence on the Duke's Terms, allowing all the de- 
— — ſirudtive Management of his Miniſters. — 
47, oo - Import of the Duke's Sentence — 47, 000 


Dollars. > Dollars. 


Three thouſand ſour hundred Dollars Complement of the Sentence, 
was a ſmall Sum for the Duke himſelf to have laid down to relieve the 


Houſe from the hardſhips wherein he had involved them , without rea- 
{on, or cauſe of Offence, 


Dollars. 
However, for S:curity of this Sum of 3400 Dollars, and 


for the Indemnity of the Great Duke, the Houſe offered to 

Aſſign their Claims and Rights to Debts and Dependencies 

at Livorno; as by particular account in Appendix, Numb. 17. 20, 600 
The Houſe and William Plowman, being willing to uſe 

their utmoſt effort for his Liberty, thereby to fave from 

Ruin the remainder of their diſpers'd Effects, the Priſoner 


offered his Wife's Jewels and Plate to be laid down, or pledg'd 
for Value of 8 


78 —ͤ——ö 


o 
Adding the above Sum in the French hands DD 

For Security of the Sentence, they had now in their Po. 

ſeſſion and Offer — — 67, 200 


For encouraging the Duke and his Miniſters the more caſily to grant 
the Enlargement of William Plowman, bis Eldeſt Son offered to remain a 

edge in Priſon; Willsam Shepard and John Crookſhanks were willing to 
Oblige their Perſons for the Appearance of the Priſoner when his High- 
neſs ſhould Command. | | 

To remove all ſuſpicion of a defign'd Surpriſal by theſe Offers, the 
Complainants were willing to inveſt the Duke, or whom he ſhould Ap- 
point, with Power ſufficicnt to recover and take into Poſleflion all Effects 


>, b-longing to them, all their Credits, as well in the Ports of Tunis, 


Alexandria, Aleppo, Smirna, Cyprus, Meſſina, Naples, Rome, Venice, 
and Genoza, as at Livorno, and for that Effect to grant a general and 
rc vocable Procuration. 


E | eclaring 


of the Pro- 
poſals. 


r4tefi's dark 
threatning 


The Reaſons 


Seignior- eQua- 
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Declaring at the ſame time, that the Urgency of their Affairs requi- 
red this expedient, and that their true intention herein was for three 
principal Ends. 


1. To keep the Grand Duke harmleſs and indemnified from any pre- 
tence of the French, upon account of William Plomman's Liberty. 

2. To ſecure their Effects and their Friends Intereſt, and to reſcue both 
from the graſping Hands of thoſe who had them in Poſſeſſion, and 
reckon'd a Title to detain them, ſufficiently founded upon William 
Plommans Impriſonment, and the Houſe's incapacity without his Sub- 
ſcription and Aſſiſtance to proſecute, for Recovery of their Right. A. 
pendix, Numb. ; 

3. To ſhew their firm dependance on Hu Majeſty's Juſtice and Roy- 
al Protection, by which means (when all others ſhould fail) they ho- 
ped to get a favourable Interpretation of the Third Article of Peace 
concluded at Ryswick, and in conſequence their Effects reſtored. 


If the Great Duke and his Miniſters had accepted theſe Offers, the 
Affair might have been brought by The King's Authority to ſuch a rea- 
ſonable Regulation, as wculd have relieved the Complainants irom great 
part of the Damages which they have ſince ſuſtained by the continued 
ſeverity of the Court at Florence. f 

His Highneſs and bis Miniiters were not to be appeaſed; for inſtead 
of Compallion to the Oppreſſed, they laid hold of all occaſions that 
did contribute to the diſadvantage cf the Priſoner and the Houſe. 

For when the Queſtion was about the acceptance of any offer by 
them made, if the conſequence opened a way for contrivance to their 
detriment, the Propoſal was readily embraced. 

On the contrary, it their offer carry'd any proſpect of Security, or 
diſpatch towards the Relief of the Complainants, it was rejected and in- 
terpreted inconvenient for the Great Duke, and inconſiſtent with his 
Dignity, as if they had been afraid that his Highneſs's condeſcention 
would be judged a Remorſe, or that the Houſe ſhould ever after make 
any Figure in the World, 

With great Submiſſion, the foregoing Aſſertions will appear inconteſi- 
able, when it's knov.n that it was the Treaſurer Seignior Carlo uaratefe, 
who coming, to the Priſon, receiv'd the laſt Propoſals, carry*d them to 
the Grand Duke, but in a ſhort time return'd Anſwer, That his High- 
neſs having pronounc'd Sentence, would not re-enter on this Affair, 
nor condeſcend to the enlargement of the Priſoner upon any Terms, 
until the French were entirely ſatisfied. 

Tohn Crookſhanks be1ng then at Florence, he went and pray'd the Trea- 
ſurer to conſider the circumſtances of rhe Caſe: Ihe King of England's mo- 
deration in his Letters, and repeated Deſires on this Subject; That His 
Majeſty by ſuch Treatment from the Duke might be moved to a juſt 
Reſentment. | | 

To prevent the fame, and the Reflection which would fall on the 
Great Duke, the Houſe and Priſoner being now willing to ſtrain beyond 
their Force, John. Crookſhanks ſupplicated the Treaſurer to counſel his 
Sereno Highneſs not to drive Matters to a perplexing Extremity. 

The Treaſurer made Anſwer,that he believed His Highneſs would not 
do any thing to Which the French might deny Complyance; adding, 
that if the Affair was carry'd high in England, Dalla ſera alla matina 
fentirem? qualche coſa. With. 


1 
Without forcing the ſ.nſe of this Expreſſion, it will by thoſe who un- 
derſtand the Italian Idiom and Sentiments, be interpreted, that the Pri- 
ſoner might be privately carry'd oft by a Dagger, Poyſon, or ſome other 
dark way, which appears to be the proper dictates of the Treaſurer's 
Revengetul Temper, wichout Authority from his Maſter the Great 
Duke. 


The Priſoner and Houſe being intimidated by the Diſcovery of the Frightens the 
Treaſurer's fatal Reſolution, and confidering with what ſucceis his De- Complain- 
ſigns to their prejucice had been carry d on, they look'd on themſelycs **? 


as Victimes to the implacable hatred of this Miniſter and his Adhe- 
rents. 

if the Grand Duke had altogether yielded to the ſuggeſtions of theſe 
Men, without regard to the interceſſion of 7he Xing of England; the 
laſt Blow would have been given to the extermination of W:/iam Plow- 
man, and the utter deſtruction of the Houle. 

In theſe diſmal Circumitances, the Houſe and Miliam Plowman found 
it impoſſible to paciſie their Perſecutors, yet they judg'd it convenient 
to contrive ſome means for ſuſpending the Violence, and laſt «fie of 
their Malice. 


That which appear'd moſt cfieQtual to this purpoſe, 2nd leaſt ſubject 


to a denyal, was the propoſal of an adjuſtment with the French, whoſe To Vropoit! 


Title and Intereſt had hitherto by the Court of Florence been eſteem'd 


a ſufficient ground for the rigour of their Proceedings againſt the Fng- 
liſh. 


This Overture was made to the Great Puke?s Miniſters, imparted to anq to ſend 
his Highneſs; and by his Approbation, the Complainants ſent John Crook- J. c. for 


ſhanks tor Marſeilles, to treat an adjuſtment with the particular Perſons 
concern'd, and to move them to an Accommodation for ſecuring the 
Priſoner's Lite, and for ſaving the Remainder of the Houſe's diſtreſſed 
Eſtate. 

When Jobn Crookſhanks arrived at Marſeilles, he found that the parti- 
cular Perions intereſſed in the Ships and Cargocs in Queſtion, had no 
Authority reſerv'd for treating and concluding an adjuſtment with kim, 
becauſe they had left the Concern under the Protection and Manage- 
ment of the Chamber of Commerce in that City. | 

Whereupon he went to that Aſſembly, and acquainted them with 
the occaſion and intent of his coming into France, but they could not 


enter into Conſideration of the Caſe, without Leave and Orders from 


their Superior, Mr. Le Bret, Firſt Preſident of the Parliament at Aix, 
Intendant of Juſtice and Commerce in Proverce. 

John Crookſhanks made his Application to this Intendant at Aix, who 
being mov'd by the Repreſentation of the Aſthi, theught it hard that 
the innocent kicule thovid be involved in Rain, without knowledge 
of any private Promiſe given by William Plowmar, or their aſſent to 
the ſame. | 

In Conſiacration hereof, this Intendant did not only declare his ge- 
nerous Reacinefs to aſſiſt the Subjecks of Ie King of England, fo far as 


equity pleaded in their Favour, but immediately order'd the Chamber 


of Commerce to hear, and report to him all the Propoſals which John 

Crootſhanks ſhould oſſer to them. | 
Within a few days thereaiter, the Intendant Mr. Le Bret came to 
Marſeilles ; call'd the Members of the Chamber to a Conference with 
John Crookſhauks, and having heard vie Caſe for ſome Hours Gs 
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he allow d both Parties to make their Addreſſes to Mr. De Pontchartrain 
Miniſter and Secretary of State, for obtaining from His Chriſtian Ma- 


jeſty a final Order for the concluſion of an agreement. 


This Intendant was farther generouſly pleaſed to let his Name be 
made uſe of by John Crookſhanks, in Supplicating and Writing to the Se- 
cretary of State, which with the Equity of the Caſe, was the only Re- 
commendation that accompany'd his Petition. 

Having obtain'd this Favour from the Intendant, the ſtate of the 
Caſe requir'd a very voluminous Memorial, which John Crookſhanks up- 
on the 12th. of January 1698. ſent with a Letter directed to Mr. De 
Pontchartrain, praying, his peruſal thereof, and orders to the Cham- 
ber of Commerce concerning, the matter, which Memorial, &c. And 
Letrer are tranſlated in the Appendix, Numb. 18. 

Tho' Paris be 400. Miles diſtant from Marſeilles, yet to the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, this Miniſter of State in 14 days time return'd the 
aforeſaid Letter and Memorial, with his Obſervations on the ſame, or- 
dering the Chamber to make their Anſwer unto every Paragraph 
thereof, but in a diſtin manner to thoſe Articles relating to Leonce's 
5hip and Cargoe, and to the Effects which by the Grand Duke's Or- 
der had been put into the poſſeſſion of Mr. Souſine, part proceeds of 
thoſe voluntarily depoſited by the Houſe, upon expreſs Condition of 
William Plowman's Liberty. | 

So ſoon as the Chamber receiv'd theſe Orders, they acquainted John 
Crookſhanks therewith, and he return'd by Letter his Humble Thanks 
to the Miniſter of State; but finding that after ſeveral Conferences 
with the Chamber of Commerce, they delay'd their Anſwer for Three 
weeks time; he took the liberty to acquaint Mr. De Pontchartrain, that 
their delay was very prejudicial to the Affairs of the Houſe. 

Upon Receipt of this Letter, the Miniſter of State gave the Cham- 
ber a Reprimand, conſidering the time they took to anſwer a Memo- 
rial, which he himſelf had ex2min'd upon the day of Reception therc- 
of, which did fo influence the Chamber, that afterwards they uſed to- 
wards John Crookſhanks all the Civility which a Stranger could expect 
trom them upon ſuch a Concern, | 

The Chamber having made their Anſwer to the Memorial, they re- 
turnd both to Mr. De Pontchartrain , who without loſs of time, order'd 
them to deduct the value of Captain Leonces Ship and Cargo; and 
with a juſt and gencrous Sentiment declared, That tho' the Chamber 
had right to detain Milliam Plowman in Prilon, for the remainder of 
the Sum adjudged them by the Grand Duke, yet they ought to con- 
ſider his Incapacity to ſatisfie the Sentence, his long Impriſonment and 
Sufferings which were to be put in an Article of the account to the 
Credit ot that unfortunate Man. 

Withal, the Sccretary of State order'd the Chamber to call John 
Crookſhanks to their aſſembly, and to acquaint him, that his Offer for 
the Liberty of the Priſoner was too ſmall a Sum, and to uſe arguments 
for inducing him to a larger propoſal, commanding them at the ſame 
time to allure Je Crork/hanks of their punctuality, in giving an ac- 
count of their Conicrences, that the Secretary might report the mat- 
ter to the King in Council, and know His Majeſty's Pleaſure. 

Aſter many Conferences and Debates at Marſeilles, ſundry Letters 
written by both Parties to Mr. De Pouichartrain, and his punctoal Re- 
plies thereon to the Chamber of Commerce, they ſent him an account 
of the matter ſtated in this manner. The 
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The Caſe ſtated by the Chamber of COMMERCE. 


They demanded in the firſt Inſtance made by M. D Arvieuxat Florence, 
Livres, | 
55,942—For Captain Joſeph Fougas's Ship and Cargoe. 

73,872—For Padrone Turquon's Bark and Cargoe. 

95,661 For Captain Leoxces Ship and Cargoe. 


225875 French Livres, which by the Grand Duke's Sentence had 

been reduced to Forty ſeven thouſand Dollars, which being 

Calculated at a Dollar for a French Crown, amounted only 

o One hundred forty one thouſand French Livres, being only two 
third parts of their Pretenſions, two thirds, 141,000 

So calculating the Sum which they were ordered and Willing to a- 

bate for Leonces Ship and Cargoe, in two thirds of their Livres. 

Demand at Florence upon that Article - — 63374 

For the Bark of John Turquon, by hin ranſom'd, they 


were willing to allow — —— 3000 
For Moncy which the Grand Duke order'd to be paid 

out of the Effets depoſited for defray ing Mr. DArvieux's 

Charges, they allox'd — c — — — 2400 
To compleat the Sentence, in the greateſt rigour of their Pre- 

tenſions, they could only now demand ——— —— 72226 
Import ot the Dukc's Sentence in French Livres 141000 


John Crookſhanks having gone for France to ask Favour of an exaſperated 

Enemy, and having thrown himſelf into the Hands of the Party for an 

Accommodation, he could not with Prudence and Modeſty conteſt their 

Accounts and Calculations, though viſibly erroneous, as is fully ex- 
plain'd in the Appendix, Numb. 19. 

| The Article of 72,226 Livres, which the French pretended for com- 


a pleating the Duke's Sentence, was about Twenty four thouſand French 
] Crowns, for which zhey agreed with Fohn Crookſhanks, to accept Ten thous 
J ſand French Crowns, and to grant a free and ample Diſcharge to William 
r Plouman, Provided, His Chriſtian Majejly would condeſcend to approve 
f their Management, and ratifie their Agreement. 
- By mutual conſent, the Chamber, and John Crookſhanks, did ſeparate» 
d ly ſupplicate Monſizur De Pon!chartrain to report the Caſe in Council, 
- or obtaining the King's Orders and Ratification. 
| During the Negociation in France, Fohn Crookſhants took the Liberty Agreement 
1 to ſend to the Great Duke Copies of his Memorial, and Letters to mace in 
* Monſieur De Pentchartrain, and from time to time acquainted his Se. 
8 rene Highneſs's Miniſters, with the Proꝑreſs in this Affair. 
le Hoping by theſe Nlethods to have mover! the Grand Duke to uſe his 
- Intereſt at the Trench Court, for concluding a dependance wherein his 
is Honour Was 1 con ſpicuouſly engaged, Appendix, Numb. 20. 
Inftexd 0: receiving Aſſiſtance in this hnterprize, encourag'd and fa 
rs vourd in the beginning by the Court of Florence; Fobn Cro:kſhiyks was 
e- nod only abandon'd in France, but by the Grand Dukzs Memo: in! to the 
nt ing of England: The undertaking was miſ-repreſentec, his Highneſs 
he (5 alleg 
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alledged it for a certain Evidence of William Plowmay*s guilt, and 
thought hereby to have excluded him from His Majeſty's Protection. 

From the demur that happen'd in the Confirmation of the Agree- 
ment made at Marſeille, may be probably conjeCtur'd that the Grand 
Duke and his Miniſters have influenc'd the French, diſcerning that a 
Conclufion on the Terms agreed upon in France, would leave his Se- 
rene Highneſs in the Eyes of the World, convicted of Injuſtice and 
Partiality ; his Sentence being arbitrarily pronounc'd, without the re- 
quiſite Knowledge and Conſiderations in the matter of Fact, and in the 
merit of the Cauſe. 

For in the time that the Chamber of Commerce as certainly ex- 
pected, as John Crookſhanks anxiouſly waited the Ratification from the 
Court of Yerſailles; Monſieur De Portchartrain, upon receipt of Let- 


der the Agree- ters from the French Conſul at Livorno, delayed his Anſwer to the 


ment in 
France, 


Chamber upwards of a Month. 

By whoſe Inſtigation the French Conſul M. Gibercourt, preſum'd to 
intermeddle in this Affair, was not publickly known; but the diſap- 
pointment in the Concluſion thereof in France, was by many Perſons 
there attributed to the malicious Informations which he gave to the Se- 
cretary of State. | ; 

The import of his Informations may be diſcover'd by the Contents of 
his Letters to the Chamber, and particular Men concern'd upon the ſame 
Subject, and at the ſame time. 

For he acquainted them, that Plowman was in a capacity to pay 
the whole Sentence, and that the Commerce might certainly touch the 
Money in Souſline's Hands, which was a Sum much exceeding the of- 
fer made by Crookſhanks at Marſeille. | 
All Men were confirm'd in their opinion about the Conſul, anJ ma- 
ny entertain'd a jealouſie of the Court of Florence, when they faw that 
the Miniſter of State was prevailed on to reject the Agreement, and to 
refer the final Adjuſtment thereof to the French Conſul, concluding 
it would be fo obſcurely managed in 7taly, as their deſigns and contri- 
vances might be render'd impenetrable, Appendix, Numb. 26. 

From what had occurr'd, by clear conſequence might be concluded, 
that the Great Duke was now to be conſulted, pleaſed, and his Repu- 
tation covered in the concluſion of this Affair; and without his con- 
ſent, no conveniency to be allow'd the Priſoner, nor any relief to be 
afforded to the oppreſſed Houſe. 

Whereupon John Crookſhanks left France, and in returning thanks to 
Monſieur De Pontchartrain, with earneſtneſs ſupplicated him to give 
Orders for a diſpatch ſuitable to the exigence of the Caſe, in ſuch man- 
ner as his Prudence ſhould judge convenient. | 

Upon return to Florence, John Crookſhanks complained of his diſap- 
pointment ; yet the Duke's Miniſters adviſed him to continue his en- 
deavours for an amicable adjuſtment with the French Conſul, by the 
mediation of a third Perſon, judging it would be hard for him to treat 
with the Conſul, and to conceal his Reſentment. | 

Conſidering, and having freſh in remembrance the former diſap— 
pointment, John Crookſhanks declined the Propoſitions of the Great Duke's 
Miniſters, being convinced they would not put him upon any Enter- 
prize which would tend to the relief of the Houſe and Priſoner, or 
reqound to his own Reputation. 


Upon 


L433 3 
Upon this, in a few days Mr. Gibercourt the French Counſul went to The French 
the Dungeon, and there told William Plowman he had received Orders "neg 


i a : f : manage- 
from Monſieur De Pontchartrain for his Liberty, provided, for procuring meut 


, | 
. On the contrary, The Conſul was by them encouraged and aſſiſted 
5 in concealing the ultimate and compaſſionate Orders of M. De Pontchar- Encoureg d 
I train, for granting William Plowman a free Diſcharge, upon the Re- He, Court 
ceipt of Ten thoutand French Crowns, or their juſt value, as has been 
E ſince declared by thoſe privy to the Conſul's Affairs, and this whole 
e Tranſaction. 
While William Plowman remain'd under Bolts, and the Houſe under The King's 
y great unſupportable Hardſhips, and for augmentation of Grief durſt 2 
4 not openly complain: The King was graciouſly pleaſed to write a Let- 
. ter in very preſſing Terms to the Grand Duke, which yet had not force 
enough to influence his Highneſs to compaſſion towards theſe unfortu- 
. nate Men, nor to a true Conſideration of the Juſtice and Authority of 
at His Majeſtys Royal Demands for their Relief; for the Duke perſiſted 
to in excuſes, and his Miniſters in contrivances for delays, by the An— 
ig iwer and Memorial ſent for England, Appendix, Numb. 21. 
Ly Within a little time thereafter, Admiral Aylemore arrived with His 
Majeſty's Fleet before the Port of Livorno; and though he had no poſi- Admiral 411 
d, tive Inſtrutions about William Pleuman, yet upon Information of the e 
* Cate, he diſpatch'd an Expreſs to the Exgliſb Envoy at Florence, to and diligence 
_ know the Duke's Motives, tor detaining a Subject of England in 2 Dun- 
be geon, after the King had been graciouſly pleaſed, by repeated and preſ- 
ting Letters to demand his Liberty, with reſtitution of his Eſtects and 
to reparation of Damages. | 
ve This being by Sir Lambert Blackwell imparted to the Great Duke, a 
in- Council was called, the reſult whereof was; they could not enter into 
| any Ireaty with the Admiral, unleſs he had a ſpecial Commiſſion from 
p- {1is Majeſty for that eſtect. | | 
* However in Terms of a political Civility, they gave a Copy of the 
# 8 Great Duke's Memorial, and laſt Anſwer to the Hing, to be tranſmitted ! aged by 
6 tar the Admiral's peruſal, in hopes he would not further move in the of the Great 
3 which ſecmed to depend on his Majeſty's Reply and Royal de- Puke. 
up- Cition. : 
115 The King's Anſwer did not come while his Fleet was at Livorno, elſe 
952 the Priſoner and the Houſe had not been deprived of the Relief, ex- 
FR pected from an Admiral fo heartily diſpoſed to vindicate Vis Majefty's 
Honour, and to aſſert his Subjects Right. 
pon Upon 


the ſame, he would on his part do what was reaſonable. 

YVhich in the Conſul's Opinion, was to abandon all the Money in 
the Hands of M. Souſine, and to give him a Gratification for a Perſon 
of Quality, who had influenc'd the Miniſter of State; and this was by 


this raſh Man boldly declared in a Letter ſent to the Prifoner, copyed 


in the Appendix, Numb. 22. 

William Plouman being deſirous of Liberty at any rate, thought it 
convenient to careſs the Conſul, in hopes of prevailing with him for 
a reaſonable Accommodation. 

But whether this Conſul was ſway 'd by his proper and inſatiable Ava- 
rice, or by the perſecuting Inclinations of others at Florence; no mi- 


tigation could be obtained from him, or the Grand Duke's Mini- 
ſters. 


The Ring. 
Reſentment. 
The Lords 
Juſtices Ap- 
plication. 
Sir Charles 
Hedges Legal 
Report. 
Appendix, 
Numb, 23. 


Frightens the 
Duke. 


Alarms &a 
rateſi. 
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Upon receipt of the Great Duke's Memorial and Letter, the Xing was 
graciouſly pleaſed to direct the Examination of the Caſe according to 
Law, to their Excellencics the Lords Juſtices. 

Their Lordſhips without loſs of time referred it to Sir Charles Hedges, 
Judge in his Majeſty's High Court of Admiralty. 

By a ſpecdy Report to their Excellencies, Sir Charles Hedges did ſhow, 
That by the Proccedings of Court at Florence, the King's Authority 
had been Circumſcribed, the Priviledges of his Subjects infringed, and 
that the Laws would vindicate his Majeſty in demanding Reparation. 

Their Excellencies commanded a Copy of this Report to be ſent forth- 
with to Sir Lambert Blackwell, his Majeſty's Envoy Extraordinary at the 
Court of Florence, to be by him communicated to the Great Duke, tor 
obtaining his Highnefs's poſitive and ultimate Anſwer, 

This Reporr being imparted by Sir Lambert Blackwel! to the Great 


Duke, his Council and Judges finding no plauſible Reply thereto, diſ- 


cer ning that the Ving did now upon juſt and legal Motives reſent their 
diſreſpectſul Delays and frivolous Allegations tor denying of Juſtice, 
they ſeemed much perplex<d. 

While they ſuffered the firſt impulſes of the apprehenſions which ſeized 
them at the peruſal of Sir Charles Hedges Report, they concluded, That 
it was not fate for them any longer to entertain the thoughts of impoſing 
on the Aing, whom they knew to be a Brave, Wiſe, and Potent Prince, 
valuing his Honour, cheriſhing his Subjects, and taking pleafure in 
Actions of Juſtice for Relief of the Oppreſſed; and they now conclu- 
ced, That his Majeſty would never condeſcend to let them accomplith 
Licir deſigus, tending fo manifeſtly to the overthrow of the Trade, and 
Privileges of the Engliſh Merchants. | 

Thule Conſiderations induced the Court of Florence to change preci- 
pitantly their Sentiments, which a little before were for maintaining 
the Grand Duke's Sentence and Reſolution to the laſt extremity, imagin- 
ing they could not recede therefrom, without diſparagement to his So- 
vercign Prerogative in the eyes of the World. 

The Treaſurer, Senior Quarateſi, began now to conlider, that for his 
private Intereſt and Revenge, he had involved his Maſter into a Laby- 
rinth, out cf which he could never be brought with Honour and Ap- 
plauſe ; that his il Advice and Management expoſed him to the Accuſa- 
tion of the Council, and to the Chaſtiſement of the Great Duke. 

In theſe perplexing Circumſtances, this Treaſurer made uſe of a Stra- 
tagem, in matter and effect more injurious to his Highneſs's Honour, 
than any that had been heretofore contrived : Being thus; 

Alexander Luiggi Catelani, a notorious Petty fogger, and one of the 
Lewdeſt Men in 7aly, confequentiy the more qualified for any ſordid 
deſign, was by the Treaſurer employed and impower'd to agree with the 
French Conſul upon any terms, provided he could compaſs the matter 
expeditloufly. | 

When Sir Lambert Blackwell ask'd the Treaſurer, Why Catelani had 
been employed and had appear'd fo publickly in this Affair? Anſwer 
was made, That he was uſed as a Lemon was for Sawce; and in a Letter 
to another Perſon, when the Treaſurer thought fit to expoſe rhe Qualities 
of this Catelani, the foregoing Character given of him is conſicmed. 
Appendix, Numb. 24. 

In purſuance of the Treaſurer, Senior Quarateſ's directions, Catelani 
having uſed his utmoſt efforts, came up with the French Conſul to Flo. 


Fence, 


1 
1 
7 
* 
75 


” rence, attended by one John Franc iſo Adami, the under Regiſter in the Ulegal Pro- 
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cecdings of 


Tribunal of Livorno, who from thence brought all the Acts, relating to the Court of 
the Scqueſters and Attachments laid on the Mony, and cffeCts in the Florence. 
Hands of Mr. Seuſine, which by Catalanis Agreement were to be deli- 
vered up to the French Conſul, upon his releaſing of the Priſoner. 

The Judges at Florencefound a difficulty in ſurrendring theſe eſfects to 
the French without a legal Tryal, according to the import of the Letter 
written by the Abbot Gondi Secretary of State, to the French Envoy ; 
when theſe Effects were by the Great Duke's Orders put into the Hands 
of Souſſine, Agent for the Chamber of Commerce of Marſeille. 
Catelani and Adami found a Salvo for this defect, by alledging the 
Rulcs in the Tribunal of Li verno, oblig'd every Perſon who ſequeſter'd 
to prove their Claim in a pretix'd time, which in this Cafe had been 
long fince elapſed, in {ſuch manner, that they who would oppoſe the 
ſurrender of the Effects might be formally and legally evinced. 

Theſe pretenders to Law, did not declare that the Parties ſequeſtring 


had frequently made Application to the Auditor of Livorno, for a diſcuſſion 


and iſſue of the Cauſe, which he had always waved for want of poſi— 
tive Orders and Inſtructions from his Superiours. 

And the Judges had not in view the Conditions whereon the Goods 
were depoſited by the Houſe ; the juſt Title which Meſſfeurs Vernons had 
to their effects taken in Specie, and the Letters which the King of Eng- 
{ind had been graciouſly pleaſed in favour of his Subjects to write to 
the Grand Duke on this Score. 

So the fine Expedient found by Catalani and Adami, paſt for le- 
gal and valuable; and they were ſent ſeveral times to confer with the 
French Conſul and William Plowman in the Dungeon, for procuring the 
Priſoner*s Concurrence and Ratification of their Tranſactions. 

When the Priſoner made any reſiſtance, or declaration of his depen- 
dance on His Majeſty's Protection, they did not heſitate in telling him, 
the Grand Duke wanted not means to render his Hopes as ineffectual 
for the future, as they had been vain for the time paſt. | 

The Priſoner being intimidated by theſe and other concurring dif- 
couragements, yielded to their Demands, and ſigned an Agreement with In forcing the 


| L. E Prif 
the French Conſul, for ſurrendring to him the Effects and Money in 8 


Hands of Souſſine, therewith to pay according to the cur- ment to ren- 
: der the Effects 
rent exchange for Lions, the Sum of Forty thouſand French Livres. to the trench. 


And to furniſh Bills of Exchange payable in Livorno or 
Lions at option cf the Conſul — 


— — 


20 000 


Agreement extorted in Priſon for the payment of Sixty ? 
Thouſand French Livres. —— — ———— HIS 

This Contract is raiſed upon the concurrence of ſo many illegal and 
unwarrantable Contrivances, as there are Sentences in it ; and the Con- 
ful is no leſs condemnable for the methods taken to the diſparagement 
of his Maſter and Country, than for the ſurprizing Injuries done the 
Prifoner, and thoſe concern'd in the Effects, as by the Copy of the 
Agreement tranſcribed into Engliſh in the Appendix, Numb. 25. 

It is humbly conceiv'd, the Grand Duke cannot bring any reaſonable 
excuſe for his countenancing or conniving at theſe Tranſactions, accom- 
pliſh'd in one of the darkeſt Dungeons of the Priſons, to the ſurprizal 
of William Plowman, and to the excluſion of the Houſe. Meſſieurs Ver- 


N the Widow Phenix from their juſt as well as inconteſtable 
ights. 


H Arid 
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And the Great Duke's Miniſters will appear (with ſubnuſſion) muct! 
more blameable, when it is ſet forth, how Catelani was aſliſted by ons 
Seignior Zagri, (a Doctor in Law, noted for free acceſſes to his Hip!.- 
neſs) in drawing up the Writings in Priſon, requir'd by the Frezch Con- 
ſul for the authentication and performance of the Agreement. | 
The which Writings being ſign'd by William Plowman, they were put 
into the Hands of Adami to be by him kept, until the Money at Livora» 
'ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of the French Conſul, and all things there 
perfected. | | 
This being done, the Conſul and 7ralzans taking leave of the Priſoner, 
went to the Duke's Palace, to acquaint his Highneſs with what hat 
paſs'd, and there the Conſul in name of the French King gave the fol. 
lowing Releaſe tranſlated from the French in this Form. 
The French We Counſellor of the King, Conſul of the Seas of Toſcany, Sc. deputed 
Conlul's Dil» þy his Majeſty, for treating with William Plowman, to procure his Liber- 
_ ty ; declare that his Majeſty having been pleaſed to forget all, aud whar- 
ever had paſſed in the time of War, betwixt the ſaid Plowman and his 
Subjects, conſents in the Name of His Majeſty, ſo far as concerns the Com- 
merce and others concern d; That the ſaid Plowman te releaſed, and put 
out of the Priſon of this City, always when it ſhall pleaſe his Serene High» 
neſs to Will the commanding thereof, done in Florence the 6th of October. 
1699. Signed, GIBRECOURT. 
The Copy of this Relcaſe was deliver'd to the Priſoner by Catelanz, 
written with his own Hand, concerning which Matter, and the intri- 
cacy of this Releaſe, both in regard of the French King, and Grand Duke, 
refer ence is humbly craved to the — — Appendix, Numb 26. 
Upon delivery of the Releaſe to the Grand Duke, Orders were given 
The Greet by his Secretary of State to the Governor of Livorno, for aſſiſting the 
he authority French. Conſul, in the recovery of the Money and Effects from M. So- 
for the exe. ne, without loſs of Time, or Form of Juſtice. 
ae The Governor of Livorno was directed to diſcharge M. Souſſine from 
: his Obligation, in as ample Form, as if the Caſe had been juridically de- 
cided, in the ordinary courſe of Juſtice, with all the other Conditions 
mention d in the foreſaid Letter; written by Abbot Gondy, Secretary of 


State, directed to the French Envoy, and communicated to William 


 Plowman, Fol. 21. | 

Theſe Diſpatches being given to the Conſul, Catelani and Adami, 
upon the 8th of October in the Evening, at ſhutting of the Gates of Flo- 
rence, they took poſt for Livorno, there to perfect their Contrivances. 

When theſe Men were gone from Florence, and the Gates of the 
City ſhut, the Great Duke's Miniſters thought it neceſſary to conſult 
ſome methods for perſwading the World, that this day the 8th of Ocfo. 
ter, William Plowman had been ſet at Liberty. 

In order hereunto, Seignior Auditor Angeli order'd his Gaol-keeper to 
Regiſter on the Books of the Priſon, William Plowman's Diſcharge un- 
der that Date; withal, to exact from the Priſoner a promiſe upon Ho- 
nour to remain in cuſtody, till News ſhould come of Affairs being ac- 
compliſh'd at Livorno. | 

Withal, the Priſoner was directed to tell any Perſon of his Acquain- 
tance, who might ſee him under Confinement, that he was at liberty 
to go out, but could not yet appear in publick for want of Cloaths. 

Next day early in the Morning, Seignior Montemagni one of the 
Great Duke's Secretary's of State, acquainted Sir Lambert Blackwell, that 
his Serene Highneſs rejoyced in having found a conjuncture to gratifie 
the Fing of England, by ſetting William Plowman at Liberty, and reſto- 


ring his eticcts ; this Secretary's Letter is tranſlated} in the Appendix, 
Num. 27. Sir 


"——_ 
3 = + 4 


„ N 
* > - 3 
* 


r Pn 3 aa 
by 4 "pq g "ow : 
l * n 4 


an. If — W_- 2-5 v2 


as" gp 


2 — . . 1 — A 


a apy 2 


® >: &Þ\ 


Wo 


6 hos ©, a Mes 


Bt 
8 
* 


2+ 
— 
F O 


* — * 
. eg r W 24 wn: ® * 
* 2 31 FR . 4 


E 


— ö « 4® 
. „ „ i - 
. ay " ® — k N * i ; 
7 „ LI S 2 44 1 4 "+ *. "ff $4 * * 
WS. Sal + Es 6 r 1 88 3 ml « Ss 
1 r : r rr TOY Bi ey + p* W - 
* . \ r * 
erer NEWS - 8 7 wow * 


27 J 

Sir Lambert Blackwel enquired for the Priſoner at Scigior Morten 
magni, and told him, this being the Poſt-day tor Enland, he could not 
write that William Plowman was at Liberty before he faw is Perſon, 
which he knew was ſtill in Priſon, for ſeveral Perſons had gone and 
ſcen him there this Morning. 

This being reported by Secretary Hentemagni to his Highnels, me. _ 
thods were conſulted for ſaving his Reputation with the Hang of England, 


the Great Duke being reſolved to paſs a Compliment to H ajeſty ment 1s cor.- 


that Night. i; 
judging by this time that all things were finiſh'd at Livorno, Seign!- 


or Auditor Angeli went to Priſon, brought I7!/;am Plowman out, and getore 15711; 
ſent him in a Coach to Sir Lambert Blactmell's Houſe, where he arri an Plone. 


ved at Nine of the Clock in the Evening, juſt upon departure of the 
Letters for England. 


So ſoon as William Plomman in the Envoy s Houſe was ſecured un- Mili Ploce- 


der the Protection of the King, he deliver'd into the Hands of Sir Lam. 
bert Blackwell, a private Proteſt againſt the Tranſaction in Prifon, with 
ſeveral other Papers, ſhewing at what rate he had been forc'd and con— 
ſtrain'd to ſubmit to the Demands of his Perſecutors, and not darin 

to truſt any Perſon in Italy with ſuch Inſtruments open; he ſeal'd them 
up in preſence of Witneſſes, defiring the Envoy to forward them to the 
Right Honourable Secretary of State at White-ha!/, Copies whereof arc 
tranſcribed in the Appendix, Numb. 28. 

Next day Adami, the Under-Regiſter in the Tribunal of Livorno, 
came from thence by Poſt, te acquaint the Court with an Embroil, 
which had happen'd between the French Conſul, in diviſion of their pri- 
vate Spoil, and upon wording the Conſul's Receipt for the Effect. 

The Conſul in the Receipt would have inſcrted a Clauſe to the ex- 
cluſion of William Plowman from any further pretence upon the Coffee 
1.queſtred at Marſeilles, 

As this Article had not been diſcuſs'd, nor ſo much as mention'd in 
Priſon, theſe Italians durſt not meddle therein, without Inſtructions 
trom the Court of Florence. 

This Adami gave likewiſe an account of a demur, which the Wi- 
dow Phenix made in giving the Diſcharge, and Receipt ſtipulated in 
Priſon, without her Privacy and Conſent, and of the French Conſul's de- 
fire upon theſe Incidents, to have Milliam Plowman's Liberty ſuſpended, 
until matters ſhould be ſettled to Satisfaction. 

Upon Information of Adam's Arrival too late at Florence, to prevent 
the enlargement of Milliam Plowman; M. Gibrecourt went thither by 
Poſt, made his Application to the French Envoy, and both of them 
went to the Grand Duke to require Satisfaction. | 

His Highneſs produced M. Gzbrecourt's Receipt, which appeas'd the 
Envoy, but exaſperated the Conſul, who being of a furious Temper, 
exclaim'd againſt the ſurpriſal, declared that he had put this Releaſe 
into the Hands of the Great Duke conditionally. 

Upon this occaſion the Treaſurer Seignior Quarateſi, and others of the 
Great Duke's Miniſters were employed to pacifie the French Conſul, with 
promiſes of procuring his private Spoil and Satisfaction on all Points, and 
a partner in the Houle of Seig. Guadagni ſolicited W.Plowmay's Concurrence. 

It this preſent Narrative were not ſtrongly ſupported with clear and 
inconteſlable Evidences of Truth in the matter of Fact, the proceedings 
ot the Court of Florence might ſeem as incredible, as they are unaccount- 
able, in the ſupriſal of the Priſoner, in the oppreſſion of the Houſe, and 
in the ſurrender of the effects depoſited, without any legal deciſion, to 
the Excivfion and D:mage of the true and lawful Proprietors. Ihe 


man proteſt; 


Proceedings 
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The Grand Duke's Miniſters were ſenſible that tlie Sehtence was invalid, to 
repair the defect, they model d a Petition deliver d in Writing, by Dr. Zagri 
to the Priſoner, which in the Dungeon he was forc'd to ſign, but inſtead of 
gaining their Intent, it is humbly conceiv'd, that they have expoſed their Ma- 
ſter's Honour and their own Management, and renders the whole procecd- 
ing inexcuſable, as is evident by the Petition tranſlated thus from the 1talian. 


Moſt Serene Grand Duke, 


Ith infinite Regret and Grief, William Plowman an Engliſh Trader in Li- 
vorno, The moſt humble ſupplicant of your Royal Highneſs, conſeſſes to have 
committed a molt grievous Error, in having with the Ship Philip and Mary armed 
at Livorno, beſides the two French Ships, called the Sancta Barbara, and Virgin's 
Hope, taken and made Prize of the Bark of Padrone Turquon, notwithſtanding 
the Promiſe made to your Royal Highneſs, that with the ſaid Ship he would nut mo-- 
leſt any Ships of the French Nation. 

With the preſent Confe/ſion , accompany d with infinite Sorrow and Repentance, he ex- 
hibits himſelf ready to confirm the ſame in future, by the moſt diſtinguiſhing Actions 
of Obſervance and Obedience to the Royal Commands of your Highneſs, if he be madc 
worthy thereof. _—-— | 

In this Sentiment finding himſelf treed from Priſon, he preſumes to ſupplicate the 
ir finite Clemency of yeur Royal Highneſs, that gon. forgotten the Errors by him com- 
mitted, you would grant him a Royal Pardon, and re-eſtabliſh him in Favour, which 
is all he deſires ; That he may paſs the Remainder ot his Lite ir your moſt hap- 
py State, which is purely the Gift of your Royal Highneſs, 

And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, Appendix, Numb.29. 

From the time of I/illiam Plowman's departure, until his enlargement trom 
Priſon, many contrivances were practis d by the Court of Florence, to the pre- 
Jadice of the Complainants, which for reaſons, and out of reſpect to the dig- 
nity of the Grand Duke are at preſent concealed. 

And the Complainants do humbly, and with great Submiſſion conceive, 
that by the Premiſſes, does ſufficiently appear by undenyable Proots in the 
matter of Fact clearly Eſtabliſhed, : | 

Firſt, That the Laws of Nations are violated to the prejudice of England. 

Secondly, That the King's Authority is circumſcribed. | 

Thirdly, That bis Royal Prerogative is manifeſtly attack d by the Sentence, in 
granting Repriſals on his Intereſt in the Prizes, for Satisfaction to the French. 

Fourthly, That the Priviledges of his Subjects are not only infringed, but 
trampled under Foot, by the violent ſeizure and diſpoſal of thoſe Effects to 
the French, which belonged eo the Houſe, and other Subjects of Hs Majeſty, 
no ways lyable to the Pretenſions of the Great Duke. | 

Fifthly, That the Seizure of William Plowman at Rome was upon an unwar- 
rantable Pretence, and the ſurrender of his Perfon illegal. 

Sixthly, That the Sentence is arbitrarily pronounced without knowledge of 
the Cauſe, in condemning William Plowman to the reſtitution of three Prizes, 
tor- which he is not lyable in the rigour of the Great Duke's Pretenſions, con- 
ſidering the Santa Barbara was not taken by the Philip and Mary, but by the 
Peace Sloope. The Virgin's Hope gave the firſt attack under French Colours and 
Paſsport, but belong'd not to that Nation. The Madona of good Encounter, a 
Bark, ſurrender d by Election to the Engliſh, the Dutch pretending halt in the 
Prize. | 

Seventhly, That by 32 Months Impriſonment of William Plowman, without 
reſpect to the Interceſſion ct the King of England, many of his Trading Sub- 
jects have been injured, the Complainants in particular having ſuffer d the 
tollowing Damages. ; 

With all Reſpect and Humility the Complainants leave this their Cauſe, and 
the merit thereof to his Majeſty's Deciſion, ſupplicating ſuch Orders for their 
Redreſs as in his Royal Wiſdom may ſeem moſt ſuitable to the Juſtice and 
Exigence ot the Caſe which moſt ſubmiſſively they crave permiflion to ſub- 
1cri 3 London, 1 ſt. Februar) 1 1701. 

Alexander Rigby. 
William Shephard. 


William Plouman. 
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Account of the DAMAGES 
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> which the ComeLainanTs have Suffer d 

i : by the Proceedings of the Grand Duke of 

> TOSCANY, and the Oppreſſion of His . 
> Serene Highneſss Miniſters. 


a * 


9 4 


that were depoſited in the Hands of 


Seignior Franciſco Terieſi, the Grand Duke's 

Proveditor-General, upon expreſs Condition of 

William Plommans Liberty, to the Complai- 

nants great Detriment in their Reputation 

and Affairs, arbitrarily fold at publick Out- 

cry, and put into the Hands of the French ; 

11 which Goods imported per the Factory in 

325 | Appendix, No. 12. m— —— Doll. 8263. 5. 6. 

. * 

Item, Two Bills of Exchange drawn on 
Seignior Pomer of Venice, by him accepted, 
for account of William Plowman, by him en- 
dorſed to John Burrows Blq; His Majeſty's 
Conſul at Livorno, from whom the Bills Were 


taken by one of the Grand Duke's Miniſters, 
and were for the Sum of ———_—___ 6600,—,— 


Item, Effects at Naples from Meſſieurs Tho- 
rold, Engliſh Merchants there, were by the 


2 Inprini, T HE 45 Bales of Goods 


1 


8. a FT 
8 3 * #: __— * 
ö — * 


Y = _ 1 
* An N 2 Nn Fo) K 


F Grand Duke's Agents, taken ſundry Sums of 
| Money belonging to the Complainants, as like- 
i wiſe Goods ; amongſt which were 68 Bales of 
e | Teruſalem-Filadoes, and 23 Bales of Linnen 
d | belonging to Meſſieurs Vernon, Engliſh Mer- a 
a .chants at Aleppo : The Proceeds whereof, to- 
8 gether with the other Effects, were Tranſ- 
; - mitted to Seignior Terieſi at Livorno, who, by 
x the Grand Duke's Orders, put them into the 


hands of the French; which Effects, by Fa- 


Y | Qory, in Appendix, No. 8, amount to 20000, ——— 
Item, Coffee 3 Bales, Conligged by E/que- 
d naſi, a Jew in Alexandria, for account of Wil- 
b- liam Plomman, to Victor de St. Amana, a Mer- 


chant in Marſeilles ; where, upon ſiniſter In- 
2 formations, the French ſeiz d, and at firſt in- 
63 ſtance obtainꝰd Sentence againſt William Plow- 
I : ——  ——__—_— 


——— Doll, 34863. 5. 6. 
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i Account of Damages. 


Brought over —— Doll. 34863. 5. 6 x 

. men by Contumacy. Upon this Conſideration 2 
an Appeal to the French King and Council was | 1 

admitted, and four Months time allow for 

the Vindication of William Plowman's Right; 

which, by reaſon of his Impriſonment, and the 

Grand Duke's Accuſations, no Perſon in France 

dorſt attempt. This Parcel of Coffee produ- 

ced the Sum of ko ꝛ — 17000.—.— 


R Item, Patron Turquon s Obligation 


for the Sum of Doll. 4000, payable in Alexan- 
aria, for the Ranſom of his Bark, and the 
| Goods releaſed to him; for which William 
| Plowman accounts with the Concerned; which 
| Obligation, as well as the Bark and Goods, 
were by the French ſeiʒ d at Alexandria upon 
| the ſame Conſiderations of the Coffee, u ith: 
| out any reſpect to the Rules of Honour, ob- 
ſerv'd by all Nations in War=— Ä⁊toH— 4000.—.— 


Item, Bills of Exchange, which after all 
theſe unſupportable Grievances, and before 
the Grand Duke would conſent to the Liberty 
of William Plowman ; he was in Priſon con- 
ſtrain'd to give Mr. Gibertourt, the French 
Conſul, to the Value of —— — 3200.—.— 


8 0 * 

The Grand Duke, and by his Means, the 
French have Extorted from the Complai- 
nants in Effects and Money liquid-— Doll. 59863. 5. 6 


— — 


Item, The Fobn Galley and her 


Prize, whereof the Complainants 
and their Correſpondents in Lon- 
don have been ſpoiled, Importing 
per Appendix, No. 16.—— Doll. 30000 


Item, The Wincheſter Galley, 


and the Charges of the Law-Suit, 
whereof the Complainants and 
their Friends have been ſpoil'd, 
Appendix, No. 17. ——-—-— — 10000 — 


Item, The Ship Charles, Captain 


Pickering, who durſt not Careen 
and Refit this Ship at Livorno, 
but put to Sea in a diſabled Con- 
dition, and loſt her Coaſt of Bar- 


bary, Appendix, N*%. .—— — 12458.13.2 
Damages by Oppreſſion 
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Account of Damages. 


Brought over 


vorno being by the continued Oppreſſion of the 
Grand Duke and his Miniſters brought under an 
incapacity to proſecure their Affairs, or recover 
their Rights by a legal Courſe of Juſtice, has been 
neceſſitated to leave in the hands of his Serene 


Highneſs's Subjects, and other Merchants reſi- 


ding at Livorno, very conſiderable Sums, which 
the Great Duke by his Sovereign Authority may 
recover with Intereſt: The Proſecution where- 
of now would coſt the Complainants an Eſtate; 
therefore, with all ſubmiſſion, this Article is left 
to his Majeſty's deciſion ? 


Debts in the Levant and Mediter- 


ranean Por ts, by the ſame Reaſons: The 


Houſe has been kept out of, and neceſſitated to 
leave in the hands of Perſons reſiding in Barbary, 
Eg ypt, Aleppo, Cyprus, Smyrna, Sicily, Naples, and 
other Ports in Italy, ſundry Sams ; for which, 
as alſo for the preceding Article, it being hum- 
bly conceiv'd, chat the Grand Duke is liable for 
the ſame ; the Complainants are willing and rea- 
dy to Transfer in his Favour their Rights, with 
ſufficient Vouchers to theſe Debts, if His Ma- 
jeſty in his Great Wiſdom ſhall ſee fit ſo to Or. 


— ͤà—a¾ — CC 


—— 


dain — 


Shares in Ships. By reaſon of the Grand 


Duke's Proceedings and Oppreſſion, the Com- 
plainants have been diſabled from managing, im- 


proving, or diſpoſing of their Shares in Ships; 


wherein they engag'd with deſign and aſſurance 


of their Employment in the Trade to Livorno, 


which the other Owners have ſince diverted; and 


by Formalities -obſerv'd amongſt Traders, the 


Complainants have been excluded, to their great 
Loſs and Diſparagement: Which is humbly left 


to His Majeſty's deciſion- | — 


Loſs of Buſineſs to the Houſe, 


by the Interruption of their Trade and Corre- 
ſpondency; which if it were calculated by Pro- 
greſſion, proportionably to the yearly Increaſe 
of their Profits, would amount to a vaſt Sum; 
and tho? Equity ſeems in ſome meaſure to autho- 
rize the Demand thereof, it being certain that 
the concluding Years of ſucceſsful Factors doth 


much ſurmount the Profits in the beginning and 


middle of their Eſtabliſhment ; Yet, for bring- 
ing the Matter into a narrow Compaſs, by a 
reaſonable Computation, the Medium of what 


 - Ne eg Doll. 
tem, Debts at Livorno. The Houſe at Li- 


— Doll. 


iv 


ary 1702, being Four years, is _ 


Item, 


Item, 


Tranſported 


Account of Damages. 


—— Brought over -— Doll. 


they gained appears to be an equitable propor- 
tion: For by their Books of Accounts is evident, 
that in Five years time they gained 8 1945 Doll. 
55. 8 d. which is yearly 16389. 1. 1. and at this 
rate, Calculating from the latter end of January 
169%, when William Plowman was ſeiz d, and the 
Houſe fell under Oppreſſion, to the end of Jhu- 


Which Article is humbly left to His Majeſtys 
deciſion, both for the Time paſt, and to 
come, ugtil a juſt Reparation be obtain'd. 


William Plowman's Loſs of Buſineſs. 


He had by his Share of the Profits in the Co- 
partnerſhip, augmentèd his Stock; which, after 
the Accompliſhment of his Expedition, he de- 
ſign'd to bring for England, had he not been 
prevented by a violent ſurprizal ; he might have 
improved his Concerns to great Increaſe in his 


65556. 4 4. 


Native Country ; the Intereſt on the Principal 


would have been an eaſy and comfortable Income 
yearly, and have fixed him in reputable Circum- 
ſtances ; for the juſt Reparation of which Loſs, 
he humbly ſubmits to the Deciſion which by His 
Majeſty, or his Gracious Orders, ſhall be made-— 


Sir Alex. Rigby's Loſs of Buſineſs. 


By the ſudden and unaccountable Overthrow of 
the Houſe at Livorno, he has not only been de- 
prived of a beneficial Circulation of Affairs be- 
tween them, by which he gain'd conſtant Com- 
miſſions, but has been diſabled in his proper Af- 
fairs, and deprived of thoſe Advantages which 


* 


Men in equal Circumſtances have reaped ; and * * ; 
by the Ruin of the Houſe has been involv'd in- 


to many expenſive and perplexing Troubles , 
which cannot be expreſs'd in Words ſuitable to 
the ſenſe of his Sufferings and grievous Diſpa- 
ragement; for Reparation of his Loſs on this 
account, he depends entirely on Hi Majeſty's 
Gracious Deciſion or Commands for the ſame , 


in ſuch manner as to His Royal Wiſdom ſhall 
ſeem fit 


Milliam Plowman's Impriſonment 


for 32 Months in a Dungeon; 


wherein he remained under Bolts barred from 
the Air. This Caſe is not only aggravated by 
the Iadignities and Violence in his Seizure at 
Rome, and Conveyance from thence to Florence, 
and by other unwarrantable Practices uſed againſt 
him, contrary to the Rights of an Exgliſb Sub- 
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— Doll, 


Drought over 
ject, and the Laws of Nations, but in a noto!1- 
645 manner renter'd iaſupportable by the Grand 
Duke's denial of Jultice, after the Receipt ct 
Five Letters, Which the Ring of England oonde- 
{cended for the Relief and Liberty of his Sub- 
j-&, to ſend unto his Serene Highneis, and his 
Pretence in diſcharging the Priſoncr, and in te- 
ſtoring him Effects, which before his nlargemest 


Were arbitrarily given to the French Con! 


Item, 


Item, 


All which conſider'd, it's humbly conceiv d, 2:1: 
firmly hoped, that Vis Majeſty will grant his 
Royal Deciſion on this Article | 


—C —— — 


Loſs of Reputation, This is in the 


moſt ſenſible manner grievous to the Complai- 
nants, and was ſufficient to cruſh the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial and beſt-eſtabliſk'd Traders, and carrics 
along with it all the bad Conſequences that 
Merchants can apprehend from an Interruption 
of their Commerce, by rendering them incapa- 
ble to Command their own Effects, or to ſecure 


their Friend's Intereſt ; and is ſo irreparable, that 


the Value thereof can only be determin'd by Ap- 
pointment of His Majeſty, who being the Foun - 
tain, Pattern, and Protector of Honour, docs in 
a Sovereign degree know the Worth thereof; 
and that Men in reputable Circumſtances would 
at the Expence of their Eſtates reſcue their Cre- 
dit; and for preſerving the ſame, willingly ex- 
poſe their Lives. —--— -—— --— 


The great Coſts and Expences 


which the Complainants have been at ſince the 


Seizure of William Plowman, in ſecking for Ju- 


ſtice at Rome, Compallion at Florence, and Ac- 
commodation in France, which occaſioned many 


expenſive Journeys and Voyages, and incident 


Charges, importing until his Freedom. 


"iy 


To which is to be added the further Coſts and 
Expences, until Reparation be obtain d. 


Sum of the Damages - Doll, 
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APPEND IX. 


. —— Relating to — Folio 2. 


Account of CLOTH Exported and Sold , 
As by the Books of Accounts appears, viz. 


5 Leiger, Folio 26 Bales— 496 Pieces — 2594 Import. Dol. 174199: 5:11 
ol 28 [m—ülũͥ8GW— — 0 ee eee 
57 10 - 50 — 3470:2.— 


55 10 ——-— 50 — — 3285.— 


57 


| 87 r 21— — 112221 5.— 


» 10 — — 50 — — —— $000. — 


93 W 45473: 4.— 
103 170 ——— $8; — $7767: 2:5 
EY OI 56 326 —.— 29277:12:2 


311 — ... 


f 5 Cloth Exported—— Bales 944 Pieces 490 Val. in Dol. 33203 312: 3 


Account of Exeter SER GE S Exported and Sold, 
As by the Books of Accounts appears, vis. 


2 Leiger, Folio 183 Bales— 23 Pieces — 710 Importing Doll. 90 12— 


1 ＋— 5918-5. 
330 1 7 — 3488, — 
148) 368 3 2 105 22 1124: 2:6 
1 mh Exported=—" Bales-— 54 Pieces- 1689. Value in Doll.19542:7:6 


5 Account of White and Black SAV ES Exported and Sold, 
* As by their Books of Accounts appears, viz. 

; 3 * Leiger, Folio 136 Bales — 4 Pieces—112 Importing Doll. 1762·5.— 
3 * - 785:14:3 


—— ____ __- ——2—ů — 


* O —ů— — 


— — — — 


= Exported ——Bales—6 Pieces—172. Value in Doll. 2547:19:3 


— p—— _— 


Account of Scarlet S ERG ES Exported and Sold, 
As by the Books of Accounts appears, viz. 


Lagen, Folio 116 Bales— 2 Pieces—74 Importing Doll. x 184-—— 
3 330 T ras S2UgL0: 7 


4 Cearlets Exported —Bales 15 Pieces---408 Valve in Doll. 6567:11: 7 


_——_ — CR _——__—_—_—_—_—— 


— — 


1 Ac- 


Numb. 1. 


| :- APPENDIN. MN 
Numb. 1. Account of SAL MON Exported and Sold, 47 
As appears by their Books of Accounts, wiz. 

Leiger, Folio 116 Barrels 645 Importing in Doll. 14369: 2:9 

A . 11308: 12:9 

| 304 ——— 80 — 868:12:1 


—. — ge; 


Salmon Exported, Barrels 1948. Value in — Dollars 40736: 5:10 | 10 


—— 2 


| 

| 
4 s —— — 
| 

\ 

k 


Account of RED-HERRINGS Exported and Sold, 


P * » * di 
£ tas . 
* L reed 
* * 


þ 

| As by their Books of Accounts appears, viz, 

| Leiger, Folio 238 Barrels 406— Importing-— Doll. 4275. A 
366 — 1174 —————- $802:4:10 | 1 
366 — —— 700 — — $544c:— 


Herrings Exported, Barrels 


2280. Value in— Doll. 18527:4:10 7 


* * 
— _— 1 
if 


| * [38 
A; : 


Account of p ILC H ARDS Exported and Sold. 9 
As by their Books of Accounts appear, viz. 2 


— - 
4 
1 


1 
8. 
LOST. Folio 230 Hogſheads—116. Importing in— Doll. 361 2:15: 1 * 
L 
7. 


Account of Newfoundland - Fiſh Sold , L 
As by their Books of Accounts appears, vis. 7 


Leiger, Fol. x 97 A Cargo weighing-- 5527861, Import.Doll.256 50:1 


1 5 10731: 
3352 ͤ„—»4äͥ4 — 428676 — 14189: 4. 
Poor Jach — ſundry cee 12388971. Value Doll. 50551. 10. 


Account of LEAD Exported and Sold , 
As by their Books of Accounts appears, vis. 


Leiger, Fol. 70 Pigs — 100 Importing Doll. 61 r 2 


7 — —— - 2572 


— 
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Numb. 1. 


v4 Account of TIN Exported and Sold, 

7 2 As by their Books of Accounts appears, vis. 

ii i Leiger, Folio 98 Barrels--17 1. weighing 95 3784. Import.Dol.13078:1:11 

1 310 — 100 — 55128 —. 7643:15:5 

* Tin Exported,Barrels--27 l. weighing 1515064. Value Dol.-20721:17:4 

\| 0 
| General Account of prong Articles of Woollen- 

| Manufactures, and other Goods of che Product 

1 of Fngland, Exported. 
* | Cloth—-Bales—9g44 Pieces -4910 Value Doll. 3320 33: 2:3 
0 Serge, — $4 1689 —— 19542: 7:6 
5 18 Saye—— 6 ———. 172 —  2547:19:3 
8 | 0 Scarlets —» — 15 408 = — 6567:11:7 


7 
£ 
4 


54 


Salmon Barre ls— 1948 — — — 4736. 
Herring: Barrels —— 2280 — — 18527: 4:10 
Hogſheads-- 116 — —— 3612:13: 3 


; i Woollen Goods — Bales 1019. Pieces 7179. Value--Doll. 360691: --7 


- 


„ Pilchards 
Poor Fack— Sundry Cargoes—— weighing 1258897/. 50571:10.— 


2 


7 Lead ——- —— Pigs 4090 34851: 8: 6 
7 Tin ——— Barrels —— 271 weighing 151506“. 2072 1.17: 4 
| ; Total of the Export at ion — Doll. $297 12.——4 


This Sum at Livorno, Dollars Five Hundred Twenty Nine 
Thouſand Seven Hundred and Twelve, and Four Deniers, Cal- 
culated at Five Shillings for a Dollar, makes One Hundred Thir- 
2 ty Two Thouſand Four Hundred and Twenty Eight Pounds 
== . Sterling. | 
A Doll. 5297 12.--4. of Livorno, at 56. for a Doll. is in London l. 13 2, 428. Sterl. 


* 
.. 
12. 
8 
| = 5 
— 2 
9 N 
. 
wb 
% 
4, 3: 
** 
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APP EN DI X. 


The foremention d Goods are the proper Froduct of the Country, 
conſiſting in 


Fiſh, by Induſtry drawn from the Water-——.———> val. ©, Ree 
Minerals, by Labour digged from the Bowels of the Earth #4 ; 4 23 
ollen Manfattures, by Art and Pains improved — . b ; F 4 


The Spaniſh Wool, Oyl, Dyers Ware employed in theſe 
Woollen- Manufactures, and the Foreign Charges to which 23,242 
theſe Goods are ſubject, amounts to — — 
Remains Gain to be divided — — J. 108, 186 


between the King and his Subjects, to the Encreaſe of his Revenue, 
Encouragement of Navigation, and Advance of Trade. 


Upon the diligence of an Engliſh Houſe at Livorno, as upon an Axis, 
turned the Whole Machine of this Trade. By the Oppreſſion which they 


0 a * « 


have undergone, many of their Correſpondents at home have been in- | 
commoded, and others totally ruined ; and what has been extorted from 


them, is ſo much directly ſnatch'd from the Kingdom; for Eng liſb 


Merchants do always return home with their Purchaſe, becauſe they 


can't find any where, but in their Native Country, ſecure Privileges | 


and true Liberty. 


It may ſeem reaſonable to conclude, That tho' the Complainants 
be diſabled, this Trade will be diffuſed, and fall into other hands capa- 


ble to manage it. But ſhould theſe likewiſe fall under the Laſh of Arbi. 


trary Proceedings, and by malicious Contrivances abroad be cruſhed, the 
whole at laſt will be endangered, if not ruined. It's known, that the 
French have had large Encouragements, and uſed great Endeavours to 


bring their Woollen-ManufaCtures to perfection; and on this ſcore the 


Grand Duke has been partial to them : For while they Landed their 
Woollen Goods free at Livcryo, Tranſported them expeditiouſly to 
the approaching Fairs in the adjacent Places, the Exgliſb ManufaQtures 
were carried to the Duke's Laſſareto, there ſtayed Quaranteen to be 


purged, payed for that Two per Cent. on the Value, and the Merchant "of 


frequently loſt his Market. Hereby the Nation has been damaged vaſt- 


ly ſince the Plague in London, which gave the firſt Occaſion for this 
Charge; and Innovations are ſo dangerous, that until laſt year, the 
Grand Duke would never condeſcend to Eaſe the Exgliſb, and to clear 
them of this Vexation ; nor would he have done it, if the Attempts of 
the Florentines in making Cloth had proved ſucceſsful. 


ww „ ww * 


N 
VN. 2. ———————— Relating to — Folio 3. 


_ ABSTRACT of the Journal of the Complainants, Fel.186, 

and 187. Wherein the following Goods are particularly 

mentioned, by what Ships they came, and tor whole Ac- 
count they were; Viz, 


Livorno, Novemb. 29. Auno Domini 1695. 


0 1} Er-bandiſe unſold, Dr. To Charges on Merchandiſe, Doll.688z:1 4:9. 
IM vhichis paid, but not charged ; the Accounts, Sales of the Goods 

not being rendered; ſo for clearing the Net- Profit from the h irſt of 
0 January 1695, to this day, we repaſs the ſaid Charges, and are as 
Y  followeth 3 Vis. 


N- 
< Lead-Oar —— —— -— ——- 671 Casks— Doll. 550.—.— 
b Currans — — 57 Casks- 360.—.— 
T Pot- Aſhes- — — 140 Sacks- - 420,—,— 
$5 | Cloth- — — —— 281 Bas ——— 676.—.— 
Tobacco —— — ———— ——- 26 Hoglheads— 90. 15.— 
nes Hats —— ——— —ů— 1 Bo ——— D———.— 
pa- Ginger- — — — 477 Bags — zo... 2 
Di. Seahorſe- Teetbh — ——— ——— 1 Barrel -==— 10,—,— 
the Tanned Hides — — doo Hides———- -——.,— 
che White Sayes — — 1 Pack ——— 9g.—7.6 
ot Wax — —— 54 Bales—— 333.—.— 
the | Cotton Wool —— —— ——— 245 Sacks —— 1496,—5.- 
oe Cotton-Tarn- — — 50 Bales — 
10 Goats-Wool — — 8 Bae-—— 78.15-- 
0 Box Mood — — 1153 Sticks — 100. —-— 
ye Reggio Silk — — 3 Bales 39.8.1 
unt Turky- Silt.— ——-- —— 71 Bales— .— 586.—.— 
of | Merchandiſe _ —— 1 Cale——-— 15.—.— 
thi if | Starth-———————— 100 Barrels. —-,—,— 
he Coney-Wook ——— —— —— — = 
Joar  Gauls - — —k( — Joo Sacks ——— 1 187. 10, — 
s of Cordevants — — 10 Bales ——— 120, -— 


Turky Linnen — — 
Angora Tarn- 
Poor-Fack 
Capers 
Sal. Armoniac mmm mmm ne mn 


Oo 


15 Bales-— —— 162. 
66 Bales —=-—— 


—— 
- 


— — 471731 Pounds — -— 
—— — — 123 Hogſheads— 147 — 


4 Caſes - g—— 
1 Cale ——— 


2— 


— — — 


Charges on theſe Goods, Doll. 688 3: 4: 9 


K 


— ͤ C'̃ r — — 


The 
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APPENDIN. 


Te preceding Goods being valued — — Doll. 300.00 
By the Books of Accounts, ready to be produced, appears, | 
that upon the 29th of November 1695, the Sum of —— 

The Debtors, on the Ballance was- 712461 

e I 
Total ——— ——- ——— . Doll. 1,012,461 4 1 
Being in all a Million Twelve Thouſand Four Hundred and Sixty One 1 i 


Dollars of Livorno, which the Grand Duke and his Miniſters might © 
have ſeized with as abſolute Authority, and with as good a Title as they © 
had to part of the Effects by them ſince extorted from the Complai. F 
nants; upon whoſe Probity and Safety, at this time, under the ProteQi. 
on of His Majeſty, depended the Intereſt of Engliſh Merchants in the 
above Sum; which, with great ſubmiſſion, ſhows to what a degree the © 
whole Trade of this Nation may ſuffer by Injuries done to their Coun- 
trymen andgCorreſpondents abroad, if the publick Faith and Laws of 
Nations be diſregarded. * 


— — — 


* 


— —— 


No. 3. — Relating to —— Folio 3. 


Account of Profits made by the Houle , 
As appears by their Books of Accounts, viz. 


Leiger, Fol. Anno 1692. They cleared Doll. 3544:16: 9 
| 1693. They cleared —— —— 9847: 6:7 li 
1694. They cleared —16651:— 5 
1695. They cleared — 21902; 1:11 
1696. And for 3 Months 1697, 
| before they were inter- 5 
rupted by an inſuppor-P 30000. 
table Oppreſſion , they "I 
cleared 


— — 


2 


Their Profits in 5 Tears time — Doll. 81,945: 5: 8 3 | 


This Sum at Livorno, Eighty One Thouſand Nine Hundred Forty 
Five Dollars, Five Solai, and Eight Deniers, Calculated at Five Shil- © 
lings Ster! per Dollar, is Twenty Thouſand Four Hundred Eighty Six 7 
Pounds Six Shillings and Five Pence Sterl. 3 


Doll. 8 1945: 5:8 of Livorno, at 5s. for a Doll. is in Lond. J. 2048 6:6: 5 Ster, 750 
OBSERYVATIONS on this Article. 


Firſt, That while the Houſewent on in the Management of their Af. 


"IF: 
fairs, without Diſturbance and Oppreſſion, by a yearly Progreſſion they 3 
multiply'd their Stock | | Þ 

Second That this fix'd their Reputation, and them in ſuch proſpe - 
rous Circumſtances, as no perſon could have progniſticated their Over 
throw from an ordinary Traverſe of Fortune, much leſs from Oppreſſion 5 
by the Court of Florence, upon pretence of a Promiſe, without ſhadoW 
of Juſtice or Reaſon, extorted from William Plowman, without know- 


ledge 


- 


\ 
0 
> 


be 
WE” 
_ 
A 


& C 
9 " £20 
* 


on. 35 


1 0 ledge or conſent of the Houle, (in the terms wherein it was alledged to 
bde given) derogatory to the Honour of the King, and the Privileges of Vamb. I, 
his Subjects. 


N Third, That the laſt Year's Profits of Merchants and Factors are the 
® moſt conſiderable, becauſe by a natural conſequence they augment the 
Number of their Correſpondents, and increaſe their Gains. 
| ® Fourth, That the Preſervation of Factories abroad has been found 

e © advantageous to the Trade of England. 

t | 

y 8 © 8 

. No. 4 ——————— = Relating to —- Folio 4. 
ö 4 Articles of Neutrality concluded at Livorno. 

* | ; Tranſlated from the Original in Italian; viz. 


Livorno the gth of Otober 1691. 


=_ ANY Agreement made by me the under-written Governor of Livorno, 
* with the Conſuls of the Nations in War, for Obſervance of the 
Neutrality, and Surety of all in the Road and Port of Livorno, by the 
5 Three following Articles, Approved by their Soveraigns, and Signed by 


the underwritten Conſuls, i» the Nam? and Behalf of their ſaid Sove- 
raigus, and in virtue of the full Authority by them granted. 


og 7 Firſt, That in the Mold and Road of the Port of Livorno, no Hoſti- 
7 K lity ſhall be uſed between the ſaid Nations. 
5 Second, That any Veſlel armed in War, whether a King's Ship or 
11 7 Cruiſer, being at Anchor in the Road, or Mold; and ſeeing the Light- 


= houſe put out a ſign of Ships approaching, ſhall not weigh Anchor to 

go againſt the Veſſels coming in. | | 

— 7 Third, That any Merchanc Ships of the one or other Nation, that are 
at Anchor in the Mold or Road, and that deſign to depart before or 

after thoſe that were at Anchor ficit, in caſe there ſhould be there any 

® Veſſels arm'd in War, they cannot depart until 24 hours afterwards; and 


the ſame Rule is to be obſerv'd between Merchant-Ships. 


I Marc Aleſſandro D. L. Borro, by command and in behalf of the moſt 
il. Serene Grand Duke my Maſter, as his Governor of Livorno, and as Surety 
Six er his S. H reſpettively. in the preſent Treaty of Neutrality, oblige and pro- 
miſe that of his Guns, which I ſhall fire always, and ſpeedily againſt theſe which 
under Command of the Place ſhall violate % Obligation in this preſent 
Agreement of Neutrality ; and by ſuch means His Highneſs ſhall cauſe the 
Inſulter to render an exact Reaſon to the inſulted. In witneſs whereof, 
I have ſigned at Livorno the 9th of October 1691. 


r Af. IF 8 10 NA D, 

they on Marc Aleſſandro D. L. Borro, Governor. 
oſpe⸗· 3 Franciſco Cottolendi, Conſul for His Chriſtian Majeſty. 
Dver- Lambert Blackwell, Conſul for His Britannick Majeſty. 

ſon = Don Andrea de Silva, Conſul for His Catholick Majcſty. 

dow James Calickberner, Conſul of Holland, &c. 

now jor OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS on the Articles of Neutrality. 


Fir/t, That tho' the Governor of Livorno perfects and ſigus theſe 
Articles, yet doubtleſs the Grand Duke and his Council were conſulted 
in modelling the Agreement, conceived in Terms peculiar to the Court 
of Florence. 

Second, That tho? this Court allows Conſuls, in virtue of their Cha- 
rater, to appear on all Occaſions for defence of their Maſter's Honour 
and Intereſt, yet the Duke would not enter on Treaty with them, in a 
matter relating to their Sovereigns, without their Approbation and 
ſpecial Authority granted to the Conſuls ; which rendered their Agree- 
ment Autheatick. | | 

Third, That theſe Articles can't be extended beyond the Port, Mold, 
and Road of Livorno; being deſign'd, and plainly expreſs'd, for the 
Surety of all perſons within theſe Limits. 

Fourth, That by theſe Articles, no Subject of the Nations in War 
was oblig'd to render a Reaſon of his Actions to the Grand Duke, 
except ſuch as under Command of the Place ſhould violate the obligation 
reciprocally eſtabliſh'd in the Neutrality. 

Fifthly, That by ſuch means only His Serene Highneſs was by this 
2 engaged to Cauſe the Inſultor to render an exact Reaſ.n to the 
inſulted. 

Sixth, That William Plowman's Caſe, neither by Fact nor Conſe- 
quence, can be comprehended under the Penalty of chis Agreement, 
for he committed no Hoſtile Action againſt the French in the Mold, 
Road, or Port of Livorno; The Philip and Mary did not weigh Anchor 


when the Light-houſe put out a ſign of Ships approaching, neither did 


ſhe depart within 24 Hours after any of the Enemies Ships had failed 
from Livorno. 

The Grand Duke in his Vindication and Letters to Zis Majeſty, 
was pleaſed to alledge, That in favouring of William Plomman's depar- 
ture from Livorno, His Highneſs had derogated from his Laws for the 
Rules of that Port. 


To which the Complainants humbly crave permiſſion to anſwer : 


Firſt, That no privare Law of His Highneſs for a Rule to Livoruo, 
could extend the Explanation of the Articles of Neutrality beyond their 
real intent. 

Second, That no private Law of His Highneſs for a Rule to Livorno, 
could hinder, or diſpenſe the Subjects of another Prince from the Alle- 
giance they owe to their Lawful Sovereigns, cr from the Obedience due 
to their Royal Commands, manifeſted in their publick Declarations. 

Third, That the Great Duke in virtue of a private Law in his State, 
could not ere& himſelf a Judge for deciding arbitrarily thoſe Differ- 
ences which happen d at Sea between the Subjects of Two Kings in 
declared War, with a manifeſt partiality to the prejudice of the One, 
and favour of the Other. | 

Fourth, That there was no Law publiſh'd at Livorno for a Rule to 


the Nations in War; except the Agreement eſtabliſh'd in the Articles 
of Neutrality. 


Fifth, 


DN 


Fifth. That no Law is eſteemed of Force in any Country, until it Numb, 4· 


be proclaim'd or rendered publick, imitating in this, the Example of 
God Almighty, who with Thunder, Lightnings, Cloud, Smoak and 
Noiſe of Trumpet, in a moſt folema manner denounced the Moral 
Law, which Mankind was to obſerve. 

Sixth, That tho" the Grand Duke be abſolute in his State of Toſcanny, 
yet he never did nor can pretend to a title of Dominion over the Mediter- 
ranen Sea ; ſo that for all Actions committed thereon, by other Princes 
Subjects, they are in the firſt inſtance liable to the Sentence of their 
lawful Sovereigns ; and without their expreſs Command or Permiſſion, 
cannot be arraigned before any Foreign Court incompetent for cogni- 
zance of the Cauſe: So it's humbly conceived, 

Seventh, That the Grand Duke would have been much more com- 
mendable in acquainting the King of England with his Pretence againſt 
William Plowman, than by ſurprizing him at Rome, or by breaking 
through the Laws of Nations without regard to the Dignity and Au- 
thority of His Majeſty to gratify the Trench, and a Reſentment on 
their account nouriſh'd. 


„ 9 a — C——— 


No. 5, ————— -— Relating to — Folio 4. 


The Trade for Corn from Cape-Nægro, 
And the Conſequences thereof Explain d. 


oO the Weſtward of Tunis lieth Cape-Negro, the Magazines 
for Corn are in a rocky Cove, ſecured by a Fort of 12 Guns, 
which is in poſſeſſion of the French Farmers ; the Road for Ships be- 
ing foul Ground, and apt to cut their Cables ; upon appearance of a 
North-Weſt-Wind they weigh Anchor, and put to Sea; therefore that 
no opportunity may be loſt on their arrival, the French maintain 200 
Servants for the expeditious Shipping of the Corn. 
This is the moſt convenient place for the Moors to bring their Corn 
unto, but none can be Exported without leave from the King or Bey of 
Tunis, who commonly bargains with Foreigners for the ſame. | 


ln the year 1683, it was let to the Exgliſb; ſince, the French have 


taken Leaſes by Seven years. 


Paying yearly to the Bey — — Doll. 10 000 | Their yearly Export is about 20,000 
| Caffices of Corn, which they buy 
Factors, Servants, Boats, & Reparations 24 00c at 4 and 5 Doll. per Caffice, and 
CE ſell to their Countrymen at 8 and 
Preſents to the Chief Moms — 2c 10 Doll. which, one with another, 
5 is 42 Dollars profit; and on the 

So the Farmers Net- profit yearly is —- 54 oo whole — Doll. 90,000 


— — — — ——— 


— — —— —— Doll. 90,000 | ; Doll. 90,000 


—— — — — — 


— 
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A Caffice meaſure is 12 Exgliſb Buſhels, ſo that 20, oc Caffices 
makes 240, cos Buſhels; and of ſuch a ſupply Provence and the ad- 
jacent Places in France have yearly ſtood in need; and their urgency 
for the ſame was ſo great, that the Chamber of Commerce at Marſeilles, 
who direct the Trade of the Mediterranen Seas, would not allow any of 
their Merchant Ships to be qualified for a Voyage to the Levant, except 
ſuch as had brought Corn from Cape YVegro. 

This bargain for Corn is not only advantageous to the Particular 
French Farmers, but of ſuch conſequence to that Nation, that they 
have ſecured it by the late Treaty which Monſieur de Neſmond managed 
at Tunis, to the Excluſion of the Exgliſh. 

When the Complainants entered on the Deſign for Cape- Negro, they 
had extraordinary Encouragement from the Bey of Taniss beloved 
Brother Side Ramadam Baſhs, who was ſwayed in their Favour by a 
deep ſenſe of his Obligations to them; for when Tanis was attack'd by 
the Agerines, he was forced to fly for Scio in the Archipelago ; which 
Iſland being ſoon after taken by the Venetians, he made his eſcape to 
Livorxro, and remained in Italy until his Brother the Bey was re-eſta- 
bliſhed ; during which time, the Complainants were frequently conver- 
fant with him, rendering him all the good Offices which lay in theic 

ower. 

s When tlie Bey called Sidi Ramadam home, the Complainants at their 
proper Expence Tranſported him and his Retinue, in number 24, on 
their Ship Charles, for Tunis; which was as grateful to the Bey, as plea- 
ſing to his Brother, who afterwards ſucceeded in the Government; 
wherefore laying hold on ſuch a favourable Diſpoſition in the Tunizeens, 
the Complainants propoſed to Farm the Corn at Cape-Negro, had cor- 
reſponded ſome time upon that ſubje&t; and the matter was carried ſo 
far with appearance of ſucceſs, that by advice of thoſe entruſted in the 
Management of the Affair, they had ſent over for Tuni a Scimiter, en- 
riched with Diamonds and Rubies to the value of 7000 Dollars, for a 
Frefent to the Bey, upon concluſion of the Bargain. 

By the accompliſhment of this Bargain, the Complainants would ſoon 
have enriched themſelves, and have impoveriſh'd the French in Provence, 


of at leaſt have drove them to preat Extremities by want of Corn, 
which has been a great occaſion of their Reſentment, and of the Grand 


Duke's entering ſo warmly into their Quarrel againſt the Com- 
plainants. 


The Bey had conceived ſuch an eſteem for the Houſe at Lirorpo, that 


he propoſed to lodge 1a their hands 10, coo Dollars for a Reſerve, in 


caſe that by any future Revolt he ſhould be drove from his Country, 
and deſired a ſecure conveyance for the ſame, which was an induce- 


ment for equipping theſe Ships. and for Niliam Flowman's ®mbark- 
ing to manage theſe Concerns. 


Ac- 
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No. 6. 


Account of the Ships outſet, and Coſt of the Cargo, 
in the Expedition for purchaſing of Coffee, 
and ſecuring the Corn-Trade; 


As by their Books of Accounts appears, viz. 


Leiger Fol. 26 1. The Coſt and Outſet of the Shi 3 
. Charles amounted to — — > Doll. 12458:13: 2 
262. The Coſt and Outſet of the Philip 


and Mary amounted to 9946:18:10 


— — 


Ships — Coſt and Outſet —— — Doll. 2240: 12 
The Houſe Laded the following Effects as by their 
Books of Factories particularly appears, viz. 


Folio 210 Perpetuano:— 2 Bales— Doll. 392: 18: ; 
211 Coat h e 20 1— 4497 1: 


213 Cocheneel ——— 31 1387710: 
At Livorno - Doll. 19593:18:1 
At Tunis Was 


Put on Board in Spaniſh Dollars 4000 —.—. 
on Doll. 23593:18:1 


Cargo Cofe——— —— 


— —— —— äEmü——) 


——45999:10:1 


This Sum, Forty Five Thouſand Nine Hundred Nintey Nine 
Dollars Ten Solds and Denier of Livorno, calculated at Five Shillings 
Sterl. for a Dollar, makes Eleven Thouſand Four Hundred Nintey Nine 
Pounds Seventeen Shillings and Six Pence Ster. 

Dol. 45999: 10:1. In Livorno, at 5s Ster. for a Dol. is in Lond. }.11499:17:6. 


03 SERVA TIONS on this Cargo. 


Here are no contreband Goods forbidden by the Grand Duke's Laws 
to be Exported ; ſo the Complainants had no reaſon to fear an after- 
pretence upon what they had done in a fair way of Trading, their 


Import of the Expedition 


adventuring ſuch a conliderable Cargo (with great Submiſſion) is a 


proof of their Innocence ; for had they aimed at any thing unjuſt or 
condemnable, the firſt ſtep in management would have been to ſecure 
their Eſtate, to have kept theſe Goods, and the produce of other effects 
from falling into the hands of the Great Duke's Miniſters, or of the 
French. | 8 i 


The 


39 


. -——Kelating to — Folio 5. Numb. 6. 


Numb. 7. 


No. 317. Ex 
proto collo. 


APPENDIX 


No. 7, — ————————— Relating to -— Folio 5. 
The Depoſicion of four French Mariners, viz, 
John Pais, Matthew Marianne, Ange D'olive, and John Cipoline, 
who were on board the Santa Barbara, Capt. Fougaſſe ; and 


declare, that he was taken by the Peace-Sloop, and that the Philip 
and Mary had no ſhare in the Action. 


In the Name of God Amen, &c. In the Year of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt 1696, the 4th Day of June, Innocent the 12th Pope, 
and the Moſt Serene Coſmus the Third, Grand Duke of Toſcany, now 
reigning, &c. made at the Health-Office, in the Preſence of Pelegrino 
Piacentini, and Andrea Candiotti of Legorne ; Witneſſes, &c. 

At the Inſtance and Requeſt of the Worſhipful John Burrow, Con- 
ſul for the Engliſh Nation, and Agent for Prizes for His Majeſty of 
Great Britain, &C. | : 

I the underwritten Notary-Publick, being come to the Pratick-houſe 
and Health-Office to receive the Atteſtations and Depoſitions of Four 
Marigers, who were in a Boat at the ſaid Health-Office without 
Pratick, concerning The Ship Santa Barbara, Capt. Toſeph Fougaſſe, 
French, and the Manner of her being taken; whereof the ſaid Mariners 
were well able to tell; and therefore after leave procured from Seignior 
Claude Bariglion, Miniſter of the Health-Office, ſaid, Men being on 
Shore at the Door thereof, perſonally appeared before me, Notary, and 
Witneſſes above-nam'd, John Puis of Cluvergne, an Inhabitant of, and 
married in Venice; to whom after giving him his Oath upon the Holy 
Bible, and requiring him to tell the Truth, &c. which he ſwore he 
would, and declared, That the ſaid Santa Barbara, Capt. Fougaſſe a 
French-man, and Ship coming from Conſtantinople, her lading conlitting 
of ſixty to ſeventy Bags of Wool, Eight hundred to a Thouſand Quintals 
of Box wood, a thouſand Quintals of Rock- Allom, Two hundred Bull. 
hides, and about Sixteen Quintals of Bees Wax; which Lading and 
Ship were bound for Marſeiles and tinding themſelves on the 27th of April 
laſt paſt 1696, near Cape - Caccia, in the Iſland of Sardignia, about T'wo 
hours before Sun ſetting, they ſpied a Ship, and a Sloop, both Exgliſb; 
The Sloop being neareſt to the Santa Barbara, did fire three Guns at 
her, upon which ſhe preſently ſtruck, and the Sloop immediately ſent 
her Boat, and took poſſeſſion of her; all the while the Exgliſþ Ship 
was at ſome diſtance, and did not commit any hoſtile Act whatever, 
nor ſo much as fire a Musket: And this he ſwears is the real Truth, 
and matter of fact. I Notary ask't him how he knew this to be 
true. &c.? and his Reply was, That he had been a Seaman on board 
the ſaii Santa Barbara when ſhe was taken, as were his Conſorts 
Matthew Marianne, Angelo Dolive, Jean Cipoline ; and that he could 
not be informed hereof, Upon general Points he affirmed himſelf to 
be 36 years old; to have confeſſed and communicated at due times, that 
he was neither inſtructed nor ſuborned in the Calc. | 

The fame Formalities were obſerved, and in the Inſtrument re— 
peated at large with 

Matthew Marianne of Villa Franca, ꝗõ Years old 
Angelo Dolive, a Venetian —27 Years old 
Jean Cipoline of Palma-Nova—— 24 Years old 

All Catholicks, who had confeſſ:d and communicated in due time, 

not laſtruQed, &c. nor Suborned, cc. By 
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FI. 41 


By Commiſſion from the {aid Mr. Conſul, I have reduced theſe Numb. 7. 
Depoſitions into publick Form, that they may ſtand as they ought to 
ſtand for perpetual remembrance of the matter, to the praiſe of God, 
and the Bleſſed Virgin Mary; & ita rogatus. 
I Zoſeph. Son to the late Victor Barſotti of Livorno, Doctor in both O. L. 5. 
Laws, and Notary-Publick ask t to the preſent Inſtrument, in teſtimony 
OO have ſigned and ſcaled it with my uſual Seal, to the praiſe of 
God, &c. | 
We Counſellor of the King, Conſul of France, in the Seas of 7% 
cany, reſiding at Livorno, do certify to all perſons unto whom it may 
appertain, That Mr. Joſeph Barſotti, who has received and ſigned the 
preſent Inſtrument, is a Publick Notary in this City, to whoſe Wri- 
tings and Subſcription, full and entire Faith ought to be given as well 
in Court as without : In witneſs whereof we have ſigned theſe Pre. 


ſents, and to them affixed the Royal Seal of our Conſulate, at Livorno 


the 14th of January 1699. 
Signed, Gibercourt. UL; S; 


After William Plowmaz was condemned to the Payment of the Santa 
Barbara, ſome perſons in Florence, concerned in the matter, being de- 
ſirous to appeaſe their Conſciences, had recourſe to the Caſuiſts of that 
City, who if well hired would ling the Requiem to Nero. They de- 
cided the matter thus ; That the Grand Duke could not in Juſtice, and 
in virtue of the Promiſe, condemn Milliam tor the Santa Barbara ; but 
for Breach of Word might, by a Sovereign Authority, condemn him co 
the payment of a Fine of 10000 Dollars. | 


No. 8. ——————-——  Kelating to — Folio 7. 


Account of Goods at Naples, 


Belonging to William Plowman, and other Engliſh Merchants, 
taken by the Grand Duke's Miniſters, and their Proceeds put 
into the Hands of the French. 


45—Bales, Cotton Yarn, ſundry marks, value--Dol. 4500 


WP. - 6—Bales Cotton Wool — — 500 
L B—- 9—Bales Goats Wool — 1000 
RW. 2—Bales fine Cloath — — 1300 
F— 4- 10— Boxes Cinamon Bark ——.— - 1009 

W 3— Cheſts Cochinece !: ——-2900 
RO-4- 2—Bags Coffee: — —- —. -—— ——- 560 
V-68— Bales Jeruſalem Filladoes — ——- - 6800 
F—-26—bales Telerie, or Linen? —— 6500 
171 — Parcels of Goods valued — 25000 


in Ducats of Maples— 5. At 20per Cent. Dol. 20000. 


Doll. 20,000 of Livorno at 5 Shillings Ster. per 
Dollar, makes five Thouſand Pounds Ster.-— 


| NY] 5000. Sterl, 


42 
Numb 8. 


AP PEN DIX. 


OBSERVATIONS on the above Actonnt of Goods. 
All William Plowman's Papers wete ſeized at Rome, diſperſed or de- 


tained, ſo that the particular FaQtories of the ſaid Goods can't be produced. 


Capt. John Br ome, Commander of the Philip and Mary, was by a Fever 
detained fome Months at Meſſina; who having pretences on part of theſe 
Goods, upon notice of the Priſoner's Treatment ordered an Attach- 
ment to be laid in his Name on theſe Effects, which fruſtrated the 
powerful Solicitations of the Grand Dukes Agent and Friends for 
cartying them arbitrarily away. | 

After Recovery, Capt. Brome, in the firſt Inſtant, aſſured that his be- 
haviour towards the Grand Duke was juſtifiable, came to Livorno, in 
hopes of an Accommodation : At Landing, the Advice of his arrival 
was ſent by an Expreſs to Florence ; William Plowman was ſtimulated 
to commence an Action, and to ſupplicate A ſſiſtance from the Grand 
Duke's abſolute Authority, for conſtraining the Captain to renounce 
his Claim, that the Effects might be ſurrendered to His H. Agent and 
the French. 

William Plowman, through fear, in a Dungeon, and deſire of Liberty, 
concurred for the Accompliſhment of this deſign by the moſt rigorous 
methods; but a prudent reflection induced the Contrivers thereof to try 
ſome ſmooth Perſuaſives and Circumventions firſt. : 


Purſuant to this laſt Reſolution, Father Coſemo, a Proſelyte, great Fa- 


vourite, and a Man of an officious and intriguing Temper, was diſ- 
patched for Livorno, to model Captain Brome, and to divert his Friends 
from aſſiſting him. 

Upon arrival at Livorno, this Capuchin Father acquainted John Crook- 
ſbanks with the Danger wherein Capt. Brome was; the Governor there 
having Orders to watch his Motions, and that they who aſſiſted him 
Na er the diſpleaſure of the Court. John Crookſbanks being de- 
ſirous to have Capt. Brome informed of the impending Danger, pro- 
poſed a Conference. . 

This being agreed upon, and performed, the Father was made ſo 
ſenſible of the Caſe, that he promiſed his Aſſiſtance to the Innocent, 
and concerted the methods for Capt. Brome s delivery, counſelling him 
to go for Florence, and lay himſelf at the Great Duke's Mercy; and for 
ſuſpending any haſty Execution, to defire a Conference with Hiliam 
Plon man in Priſon; and to prevent his being detained there, to give 


the Priſoner good promiſes of concurring to every thing reaſonable 


and convenient. 


In conſequence hereof, it was agreed in Priſon, by Contract before a 
Notary , that Capt. Brome ſhould raiſe the Attachment at Naples; and 
upon ſurrender of the Goods to the Grand Duke's Agent, he was to 
receive Four Thouſand Dollars, or their juſt value; by this means Capt. 
Brome got clear out of Toſcany, and went for Naples. 

He being arrived there, upon diſcovery of the matter to ſeveral of 
his Countrymen there, they thought the Cafe hard, and that the Cap. 
Vn was out of the Grand Duke's reach; ſo they counſelled him to 
proteſt againſt the Agreement in Priſon, becauſe violent and extcrted ; 
and withal, to inſiſt upon his Right and Privileges under His Majeſty's 
Protection. 

Being influenced by theſe Advices, Capt. Brome proteſted and re- 


voked every thing he had done at Florence, exclaiming againſt the arbi- 
trary proceeding of that Coutt. 


Upon 
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Upon notice hereof, the Grand Duke was extremly exaſperated, 
and by means of the Prince Octaviano Di Medicis at Naples, got Capt. 
Brome ciapt up in Priſon, and detained there, until the Goods were 
ſurrendered ; allowing him only 2co0 Ducats, value of 1600 Dollars, 
inſtead of Four Thouſand at firſt agreed. 

This ſhews how little regard the Grand Duke has for the Privi- 
leges, Pcrions,and Intereſt of the Subjects of Exgland, when he's reſolved 
to cruſh them. 


” 4 


No. g. —̃ů —-—¼tAM' — — Kelating to Folio 7. 
Copy of LET TE RS by Order of the Great Duke. 


Written to William Plowman, encouraging him to leave Naples, 
upon Aſſurances of a favourable Reception at Florence. 


44 
Numb. 10. 
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APPENDIX. 


No. 10, 


— — = Relating to — Folio 8. 


Copy of a Petition to the Pope, preſented by the Eng!iſh 
at Rome, upon Impriſonment of William Plowman. 


Holy Father, | | 
WI the Exgliſh, your moſt humble Petitioners, do with all Reve- 

rence ſupplicate your H. would be pleas'd to Order the Exami- 
nation of the Motives for the Seizure the 23d of this Month of Janu- 
ary, of William Plowman, an Engliſh Merchant ; conſidering that the 
Exgliſb enjoy equally with other Nations here at Rome, the Honour of 
your gracious Protection. 


W herefore the above Petitioners do inſtantly ſupplicate your 
H. would in great Clemency be pleas'd to Command 
the foremention'd William Plowman to be reſtor'd to 
his former Liberty, ſecing he is a Subject of His Ma- 
jeſty of Great Britain. 


And your Petiticners ſhall ever pray. 


— 


6 


„ ͤ K 


Account of an Adjuſtment in Priſon, made betwixt Seignior 
Auditor Angeli, William Plowman, and John Crookſhanks. 


Dol. 41, 600. Was calculated for the Import of the French Demands in 

| the greateſt Extent, for the Ships and Cargoes of Leonce and 

Turquon, becauſe at this time the Grand Duke did not in- 

tend to condemn William Plowman for the Santa Barbara, 

not judging him liable to that demand. 
It was judg'd reaſonable and juſt that the French 

ſhould allow for the Bark and Parcel of Paper ran- 

ſom'd by Padron Larquon, according to his Obliga- 

tion, the Bark and Paper being ſeiz d at Alexandria, 

at inſlance of the French Proprietors ——-- —Doll, 4000 
It was judg'd reaſonable and juſt that they ſhould 

allow the Bills of Exchange ſeiz'd at Venice, which 

were for the Ranſom of Leoxce's hip, and part of 

the Cargo rendered to the Capzt ar — — 6620 
It was judg,d reaſonable that the French ſhould 

allow the 31 Bags of Coffee belonging to the Priſo- 

ner, ſciz d Ac Marſeilles — — ͤ 7: —— 17090 
That then, to compleat their Pretenſions ſor his 

S. H. Indemnity, was only eee 


14000 


— —ꝓ—̃ 


— — Doll. 41600 


LI. 
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No. 12. — Relating to — Folio 9. Numb. 12. 


LIVORN 0, 224 of April 1697. Abſtracted 
from the Book of Factories, Folio 240. 


| [4ffory of 49 Bales of Goeds, depoſed in the Dogana, in the hands of 

Seignior Franceſco Terieſi Proveditor ; being in part of the Dollars 
Fourteen Thouſand, to be laid down in conformity of the Treaty with 
Seignior Auditor Pietro Angeli, for Security of the Grand Duke, in 
granting the Liberty of Williem Plowman, to be Aſſiſtant in bringing up 
the Affairs and Dependencies of the Rapggione, who likewiſe is liable to 
us for the value of what we advanced for procuring his Liberty. The 
Goods marked and numbered as followeth, and bought of the under- 
mentioned perſons. 


Bales 24 Cotton Tarn, bought of the following perſons, viz. 
Bales 7 Bought of Moiſes and Jacob Ferrera 
the 17th Currant, and the ſame day depoſed 
in the Cuſtom-houſe, weighs —— Ne. 
GR 45-3301. 
17 of Moiſes and Abram Franco M QU6--330 


the 18 cur.depoſed in Dag ana 2-354 
0.131— 518) 4356 
132— 515 NF. - 7-342 
133— 520 8-356 
134— 534 | 9360 
I35— 522 — 
136— 505 2428 groſs 
138— 508 | 112 tare 
139— 520 | XN 
141— 556>F C Bales 7, 2316 Net. at 20 perC. 
142— 512 Doll. 46 3. 4. 
143— 498 
146 — 504 
147— 800 
148 — 502 
149— 308 
B — 458 
C — 512, 
869 l. groſs 
496 tare 
8196 Net- Bales 17, 8 196. at 20% C. 1639.4. 


Tranſported, Cotton · Tarn. Bales2 4, 10512l. Net. Dol. a 102.8. 


N Bales 
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24les 24 - Cotton- Tarn brought over, Importing ——--—- — Doll. 2102.8. 
25 » Telerie, bought of the following perlons —— Pieces Prices. 


Bales 2. 


APPENDIX. 


Of Moiſes, & Jacob Ferrera, 17 
cur. the ſame day depoſed in 
the Cuſtom-houſe, containing 


Indiani D'arbachi -- Ne. 8.9. RL. 198 J. 12 pr. ps. 396 


Ditto of Ferrera 17 currant, 


depoſed the ſame day in the 
Cuſtom- houſe, contains 215 


half Pieces Indian: - - No. 4-— FA 10. 12. pr. ps. 2 1 5 


Of Laſſaro Coen & Fratelli, 19 


currant, the ſame day depoſed 


in the Cuſtom- houſe, contains 


10. 


1 
* 


Indiani in half Ps. 51 is, 2557 N*- | 
ditto whole Pieces — 3354244 CP 360; /.12.pr.ps. 721 


Of Moiſes and Jacob Ferrera 17 


currant, the ſame day depo- 
{ed in the Cuſtom houſe, vi. 
Indi. fine ps. 58. a l. 1 5.145 8 No. 


Tele Sangale 65— 12-1308 i——— A--142--Sundry 389 
Tele baptiſte-- 19 36—-1149 


Of Moiſes & Abram Franco 18 


currant, the ſame day depoſed 

in Cuſtom-houſe, containing 6 
Fele Sangale NC. 12—B.-1z0 at Dol. 1; 
Of 2 Attias & Sons 22 

currant, the ſame day depoſed 
in the Cuſtom houſe, contain- 
ing Tele Sangale- Ne. 3 a 12 B--600 at Dol. 11 1050 
Of Moiſes & Abram Franco 18 

currant, ſame day depoſed 

in the Cuſtom · houſe contains 

Turbanti 108 ps. Dol. 13. 1404 * Ne. 


Indiani— 2 9＋—— 4 þ 5— P. - 110. Sundry 1408 


210 


Of Moiſes & Abram Franco 18 


currant, {ame day depoſed in 


the Cuſtom houſe, contains 


— — 


Veleſi ——-- + — 


No. x 23 IC. - 288 at Dol. 4 1152 


Of Moiſes & Abram Franco 18 


currant, {:me day depoſed in 


the Cuſtom-houſe, containing 
Indiani Aſpahan — 


„ 


25 Bales, containing Sundry forts Telerie—2026 Pieces 


— — — — 


— z — F— 


Bales 49. Goods. 


— —-— 


Charges follows Ga 


Doll. 8043. 8 


Emballers in viſiting and making up the Bales— 1 49. 
Porterige from Magizin to Cuſt. h. & other Charg.— 49..-:— 


Brokeridge ; per Cent. 


— 241.6:— 


Ne. 5— IC-- 100 at Dol. 4 400 — 


—— ——— ; 


Commiſſion 2 per Cent. 


at 115 J. 339. 6. is 59 —2 


190. 27-9 


-97 Apr. 22 Carried in debt of Goods depoſed in the Dog ana of Livorno-Dol.326 3:5:6 


The 
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The Circumſtances of the preſent Caſe conſider'd, it will appear that 
the Complainants were ſtrugling to preſerve their Reputation, to re- 
cover their own and their Friends Effects; for accompliſhing the ſame, 
they wanted the Liberty and Aſſiſtance of Wiliam Plawman; which 
being abſolutely requiſite for procuring them, they were willing to 
uſe their utmoſt Efforts. 

The Complainants depending on the probity and promiſes of the 
Grand Duke's Miniſters, laid themſelves and their intereſt at their 
Mercy, thinking this Agreement was deligned for their Relief, and not 
for their Ruin; their Behaviour herein was the ſtricteſt Engagement 
could be laid on the Florentines to act generoully and juſtly, according 
to the Conditions and Intent of the Agreement, whereby the Goods 
were depoſited. 

Had the Complainants been apprehenſive of a ſurprizal, or of a 
diſappointment, they might have reſcerv'd theſe Effects, and applied 
them to the ſatisfaction of Creditors, and conſequently to their own 
ſupport in the urgencies which they have ſince undergone. 

This Tranſaction was ſufficient to cruſh the belt-eſtzbliihed Houſe 
abroad, being in effect deſtructive and pernicious ; for after this no 
perſon would truſt any part of their Eſtate in the hands of Eng liſp. 
men in Toſcany, who were rendered incapable to preſerve or defend 
their own Intereſt. 

When the Complainants underſtood that the Grand Duke had givea 
Orders to expoſe theſe Goods to Sale by publick Outcry, they uſed 
all poſſible mieans to divert his Serene Highneſs, but without ſucceſs; 
by which it plainly appears, that his Miniſters had projected the utter 
Ruin of the Houſe and Priſoner. 

The Complainants were willing to ſubmit to the preſent Loſs of 
their Goods, and for laſt refuge preſented a Petition tothe Grand Duke, 
humbly ſupplicating his Serene Highneſs not to expoſe their Goods and 
Reputation at the ſame time, but to cauſe theſe Effects to be appretia- 
ted by the French, and put into the hands of a third perſon; who 
ſhould not only lay down the preſent Valuation, but be accountable to 
His Highneſs for ſo much as their Produce might ſurmount the ſame. 
But no mitigation was to be allowed the Ezzliſh ; Rigour againſt them 
was eſteemed good policy for pleaſing the French. Such unequal deal- 
ing deſerves Cenſure and Reſentment in this World, and Puniſhment 
in the next, if it be not prevented by a juſt Reparation, 


— IE” wo II, 


No. 13, ——————— ——- Relating to — Folio 9. 


Copy of a Bill of Exchange, 
Tendered to Seigniot Auditor Angeli, for compleating the 
Agreement made for the Liberty of Milliam Plomman, viz. 


Scignior Gabriel De Medina. —— 


Livorno 2d July 1697 


* 


IN virtue of this our Order, be pleaſed for vs to make an Obligation 


to his Serenc Highneſs for Six Thouſand Dollars, payable upon De- 
mand in Two Months after that William Plowman ſhall be delivered 


from Priſon, and ſet at Liberty in this happy State, and paſs the ſame 
to our Debt. 


To Mr. Gabriel De Medina, 
Merchant in Livorno. 


Rigby Shepard, and Company. 
Accepted Gabriel de Medina. 
Nota 
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Numb. 15. 


APPENDIX. 


Nota—The French had in their poſſeſſion at firſt 

inſtance by Goods and Effects, ranſom d and 

ſeized in Three Articles, Appendix No 11.—-Doll. 27600 
The above Bill imported — Doll.6000 -—- 
The Goods depoſited, imported —— .— 8263:5:6 


— ſſl:V—  —— .-- 


Surpaſs the Agreement. ——- Doll. 14263: 5:6, 1426 35:6 


— — 


Surpaſt. The import of what the French pretenſions 
could import . ——..— — Doll. 41263: 5:6 


No. 14. —— ——-——- Kelating to — Folio 11. 


Copy of the Third Article of Peace 
concluded at Ryſwick, 


T Har all Offences, Injuries, Damages, which the ſaid Xing of Great 
Britain and his Subjects, or the ſaid Moſt Chriſtian King and 
his Subjects, have ſuffered from each other during this War, ſball be 
forgotten ; ſo that neither on account of them, or for any other Cauſe 
or Pretence, neither Party, or the Subjects of either, ſhall hereafter 
do, cauſe, or ſuffer to be done, any Hoſtility, Eamity, Moleſtation, 
or Hinderances to the other, by himſelf or others, ſecretly or openly, 
directly or indirectly, by colour of Right, or way of Fact. | 


* 


8 
— — 


Relating = Folio 11. 
Firſt OBSERY ATION on the Great Duke's Sentence. 


A Viſible and irreparable Nullity by Three inconſiſtent Qualities 
which concur in the Perſon of his Serene Highneſs, who is in the 
Canſe, Party, Only Witneſs, and Abſolute Fudge; and how any perſon 
can be reaſonably or legally inveſted with theſe Qualities and pre- 
rogatives, over the Subject of another Prince, is to all wiſe and impar- 
tial Men yet a Secret: Some of the Judges and greateſt Civilians at 
Rome, have, by a Maxim there, inconteſtably ſupported, declared their 
Opinion, That the Pope himſelf, ex Cathedra, cannot be Judge in his 
Own Cauſe, tho? to him Appeals are allow'd from all Courts of Princes 


in Italy. 
Second O BS ERYVAT ION. 


Out of Three Exgliſb Ships ſent on the Expedition, the Grand Duke 

ſelects the Philip and Mary, which of all the ſmall Squadron was the 
leaſt ſubject to any pretenſion, unleſs ſhe was condemnable for carry- 
ing William Plowman through the Sea, on a delign diſpleaſing to the 
French. | 

For the Peace Sloop had no Letter of Mart from The Ring of Exg- 
land; She had been a Prize taken from the French by Capt. Toung in 
the Delavall Galley, Fitted and Mann'd at Livorno publickly. 


The 
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The Charles, Capt. Pickering, was a Ship which the Houſe bought of Nu 


a Frenchman, who had fled with her to Livorno for a Salvo condotto, 
by which means he robbed his Creditors and Countrymen. By a Decree 
in the Tribunal of Livorno the Contract of Sale was confirmed, and af. 
terwards the Ship was there publickly equipped. Letters of Mart were 

rocured from His Majeſty to Capt. Pickering, who by the Exgliſh was 
worn openly on the Mold of Livorno, in Preſence of ſundry Italiass and 
French; and theſe Proceedings were never oppoſed nor cenſured by 
any perſon. 

And the Philip and Mary had been lately brought in a Prize by 
Capt. Brome in the Mary Roſe, and was afterwards condema'd in the 
High Court of Admiralty a Perquiſite to the Kig, who was graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to give her to the Captor, who Tranſported himſelf and 
his Crew on this Ship, and left the Mary Roſe ; which, with great Sub- 
miſſion, the Grand Duke could not lawfully hinder. 


Third OBSERVATION. 


This (fo far as the Complainants can learn) is the firſt Example of 
a Sentence paſt in Toſcany by a Grand Duke perſonally, and ſigned with 
his proper hand; and, with great ſubmiſſion, for Two Reaſons : 

Firſt, The Judges of the Sovereign Courts at Florence could not by 


a legal and formal Tryal convict and condemn Hiiam Plowman, nor 


imagin themſelves competent for deciſion of a Caſe , which in merit of 
the Cauſe touched the Dignity and Prerogative of Two powerful Kings 
in declared War; ſo the Duke in proper Perſon muſt make the Attack, 
and diſpenſe Favours, or infli& Puniſhment at his pleaſure. 

Second, If the foregoing Reaſon be not approved and ſupported by 
the Great Duke's Miniſters ; then, with great ſubmiſſion, their Proceed- 
ings ſeem to imply a very great Propenſity in his Serene Highneſs to 
acquire in propria perſona, the important Merit of gratifying the French, 


by ſhowing how openly he Eſpouſed their Quarrel and Reſentment, and 


to what a degree he would adventure to patronize and execute their Re- 
venge againſt the Subjects of England. 


Fourth OB SERNVAT ION, on the Words, 
William Plowman, Engliſh Merchant. 


The Great Duke declares William Plowmas is an Ergliſb Merchant, 
which condemns the Allegation given at Rome of his being a Pirate, and 
Subject of his Highneſs ; whereby the Pope was moved to Order his 


Capture and Impriſonment ; and, with great ſubmiſſion doth ſhew, be- 


yond all diſpute, that the Great Duke had no Right to demand him 
from Rome, and the Pope no Reaſon to ſurrender him without a legal 
Tryal of his Cauſe there : For ſuppoſing that in deciſion of the Caſe, 
he had been convicted of Piracy laid to his Charge ; yet if the Court 
of Rome had obſerved their own Precedent in an affair of that nature, 


which was known to his Highneſs and his Miniſters, it's humbly con- 


ceived, the Pope would not have adventured on the Surrender of the 
Priſoner, an Epgliſbman, nor the Great Duke have attempted to ask it 
in ſuch an unwarrantable and impracticable a manner. The Precedent 


being as follows. 5 | - 
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Namb. 15. A Precedent of the Court of Rome, in denying the Surrender of 


Priſoners and Robbers, in the Caſe of the Peace-Sloop. 


His Peace-Sloop, William Garland Maſter (the ſame mention'd in 

the Narrative) was in the Year 1695, diſpatch'd by the Houſe 
from Livorno, with Cloth, Tin, Silks, and Money, for Alexandria, to 
purchaſe Coffee. 

In her Paſſage, going along the Roman Coalt, the Mate Paul Craine 
(an lriſbman) having ſeduced thoſe of his Watch, in the Night. time, 
{ciz2d the Others of the Sloop's Crew, who were under Hatches aſleep. 

Ths done, theſe Accomplices, in a violent manner, entered the Ca- 
bin, attacked, wounded , ſeiz'd the Captain, and carrying him from 
thence bound, threw him headlong into the Hold. 

Then Craine and his Accomplices broke open the Cheſts of Money, 
the Boxes of Silk, and Bales of Cloth, and carried away as much of 
theſe Effects as they could conveniently ſtow in the Long-boat ; with 
which they Row'd to Civita Vecchia, and from thence with their Prey 
went to Rome. 

Capt. Garland, with the remainder of his Crew which were on Board, 
having by mutual Aſſiſtance cleared themſelves of their Ties and Con- 
finement, with much difficulty carried the Sloop into Naples, and there 


before Sir George Davis, Engliſb Conſul, gave Depoſitions of the Fact. 


The Matter coming to the knowledge of the Houſe, and other Per- 
fons concern'd in Livorno, they obtain d from the Great Duke himſclf 
Recommendations to the Pope's Miniſters, and uſed their utmoſt En- 
deavours to get the Delinquents brought to condign Puniſhment; but 
they were fruſtrated by Paul Craines aſſerting himſelf to be a Subject to 
the late King James, and by him Commiſſion d to attack and ſurprize 
his Enemies. 

Fhe Romans could not openly countenance ſuch Treachery in Craine 
and his Accomplices, nor imagin that a Commiſfion from any Prince 
could be intended to authorize a Villain in feizing, wounding, and rob- 
bing bis Maſter, who gave him Victuals and Wages ; yet fuch regard 
was ſhown at Rome to Craine and his Accomplices, that the Pope's 
Judges did only condemn them to the Reſtitution of what Effects were 
tound with them. | 

The Partiality of the Pope and his Miniſters in this Caſe, as well as 
inthe Cauſe of Milliam Plowmaz, can only proceed from Two Motives: 

Firſt, Becauſe Rigby and: Shepard were Proteſtants. 

Second, Becauſe they were En:/;fh and Subjects of King William; or 
elſe they mult confeſs, that the Conſtitution and Privileges of Rome do 
not allo the Surrender of any perſon, either Inhabitant or Paſſenger there. 

Upon whatever Point the Romans fix their Excuſe, they can never 
reconcile ſuch contradictory Proceedings, in oppoſite Extremes, ſo ar- 
bitrary and deſtructive, by taking into Sanctuary the Perſons of ſuch 
Notorious Villains as Craine and his Accomplices were; and b deny- 
ing Protection, or a legal Tryal to William Plomman an Eng liſb Mer- 
chant, and Man of Reputation. 

Neither can the Romars juſtify the Indignity by them done to the Ring 
of Eng land, to the great prejudice and damage of his Subjects, by the par- 
tiality or 1nadvertency of the Pope, in breaking through the Laws of Na- 


tions and Rules of Common Equity, which, as a Temporal Prince, he was 
indiipenſably engag'd to obſerve. Fifth 
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Fifth OBSERVATION. 


The Great Duke declares, that William Plowman was in Priſon, un- 
der Bolts, in a Dungeon, without Aſſiſtance of Council to plead his 
Cauſe, and without Liberty to appear before his Judge to make a per- 
ſonal Defence ; it's evident, that a Man in ſuch circumſtances would 
aim at the Preſervation of his Perſon, more than at the Vindication of 
his Right and Intereſt ; and the Conſequences hereof are palpable. 


Sixth O BSERYVATION. 


The Great Duke declares, That William Plowman having Given us 
his Word, that the Ship Philip and Mary ſhould not moleſt the Frexch. 
The Complainants, with a profound Reſpe& for the Dignity of the 
Grand Duke, crave leave to deny any promiſe given to the intent or im- 
port of his Highnels's late Pretenſions. 
Tho' a Promiſe were given, it's inſubſiſtent and inviſible, being bu- 
ried under the Rubbiſh of Nullities in a heap : Vis. | 
It was private, without Witneſs, or Hand-writiog. 
Apparently extorted, upon the Neceſſity of William Plowman's De- 
parture, without a valuable Confideration of Reciprocal Security. 
William Plowman had no Authority to tye Capt. Brome's Hands from 
executing his Commiſſion, 
Had no Right to engage under forfeiture, the Share 
of Prizes due to the Crew of the Philip and Mary. 
Had no Power to ingulph the Houſe, his former Co- 
partners, in a pernicious and deſtructive deſign, 
without their conſent or knowledge. 
Inftead of looking on him as a Perſon qualified to treat with a Sove- 
reign Prince on ſuch diſadvantageous and illegal Terms, it's humbly 
conceived his Highneſs might have looked on him as a Man deſtitute of 
Senſe, and ſo have declined an Agreement, or Promiſe, which neither 
in Honour, nor by Law, could be required or accepted ; conſidering, 
That, His Highneſs in Honour was engag'd to obſerve the juſt Rules 
of Neutrality ; the Sum of his Privilege therein being only to fa- 
vour one Party, ſo far as it might be done without prejudice to 
the other. | 
Thar, His Highneſs could not withdraw an Exgli/bman from the Alle- 
giance due to his Lawful Sovereign, by a Promiſe ſo derogatory 
to the Honour of the King, and fo contrary to the Intereſt of the 
Engliſb Nation. | 
Thar, After a War declared and entered into by the Rig of England 
againſt the French, or any other Nation, it was not in the Power 
of any of Hi Majeſty's Subjects, to promiſe that his Ships ſhould 


not moleft the Enemy in ſuch Places as by Laws of Nations are 


allowed; nor in the Power of any Foreign Prince ia Neutrality 
to extort or require fuch an Obligation from a Subject of England. 


Seventh OBSERVATION. 


The Grand Duke declares, That the Ship Philip and Mary was Com- 
manded by Capt. John Brome, an Engliſhman ; nor could His Serene High- 
neſs be ignorant that the ſaid Brome, in the Mary Roſe, by victue of a Let- 
ter 


Numb. 15. 
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Numb. 15. ter of Mart from the King of England, had lately brought into Livorno 


Sig illum. 


ſeveral French Prizes, whereof the Philip and Mary her ſelf had been 
one; and it can't bs proved nor alledged that ever Capt. Brome was privy 
to the Promiſe for which William Plowman is condemn'd, fuppoiing it 
had been given to the Extent of what the Great Duke's Miniſters pre- 
tend, and the Sentence implies ; yer, with ſubmiſſion, no valuable Rea- 
ſoa can be aſſign'd, nor any Example produced for Extorting a Promiſe 
derogatory to His Majeſtys Royal Prerogative, prejudicial to his In- 
terelt, the Right of his Subjects, and oppoſite to Common Equity, 


Eighth O BSE RY ATION. 


The Grand Duke declares, That upon the Philip and Mary, William 
Plomman Embarked, in quality of Paſſenger, (by clear conſequence ) ; 
for Capt. Brome had the ommiſſion and Command, and his Direct ions 
only the Crew was engaged to obſerve: tho' the Sentence ſeems clearly 


to prove this matter ; yet the following Depoſitions will put it beyond 


DEPOSITIONS of Engliſh Offers, 
Who were on Board the Philip and Mary, Capt. Brome; viz. 


We underwritten Officers, &c. belonging to the Ship Philip and Mary, 
Capt. John Brome, who departed from Livorno in the Month of April 
laſt paſt, and went for Tanis, Alexandria, Cyprus and Scanderoone, where 
we Laded our Ship with Merchants Goods for Livorno, and arrived in 


| Meſſina, September laſt, do atteſt and declare with our Oaths upon the Holy 


Evangeliſts. That during all the term of the ſaid Voyage, we never did 
make any uſe of the Bandiera or Enſign of the Great Duke of Toſcany, 
neither had we any ſuch Colours aboard: Moreover, We alſo atteſt, that 
when Mr. William Plowman Embark'd at Livorno, he brought a- board 


a very conſiderable quantity of Bags of Money, to purchaſe Coffee at 


Alexandria: But when we came there, found the Plague ſo hot, that 
after Landing a good part of the ſaid Money, we proceeded for Cyprus 
and Scanderoone, where we loaded our Ship for Livorno; the major part 
whereof belonged to the ſaid Mr. Widiam Plowman ; who, during the 
whole term of the Voyage, never did act nor take upon him any Office 
whatever, further than being a Paſſenger on Board us: In witneſs where- 
of, We have ſigned hereto, in Preſence of the Worſhipful Sir George 
Davies, Conſul in Naples, the 5th Day of February 1697. 


Signed, William Biggin, Maſter. 
William Squire, Purſer. 


William Tapp, Mate. 
Richard Voſſe, Boatſwain, 


I D. George Davies, Conſul-· General of the Exgljſh Nation in this 
City and Kingdom of Naples, do atteſt, That the foregoing Atteſtation 
was ſign'd in my Preſence by the ſaid Subſcribers, who are the Perſons 


they repreſent: In Teſtimony whereof, I have underwritten this pre- | 


ſent, and thereto affix'd the Conſular-Seal of Naples, the 4th of Febry- 
ary 1697. : | 
Signed, D. Georgio Davies, Conſul. 


Fidem 
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APPENDIX 


Fidem facio ego Franciſcus Cerbinus de Neap. Regius Notarius, ac Numb. 1 5. 


V. J. Dr. ſupra dictani fidem fuiſſe ſubſeriptam propria manu ſupra- 
dicti Dom. D. Georgii Davies, Conſulis Generalis, pro Sereniſſimo 
Domino Rege Angliæ in hac civitate & regno Neap. ſidem facientis ſu- 
pradictos ſubſcribentes eſſe tales, quales ſe faciunt, & in fide Rogatus 
ſignavi Neap. 4% Feb. 1697. with Paraph. 

The pretended Promiſe was on many accounts illegal, and by the 
above Atteſtations appears the great Impoſſibility of performance on 
William Plowman's part; who being only a Paſſenger, without Com- 


mand, could not reſtrain 150 Men from taking Prizes in their view, 


which with a juſt Title they might judge themſelves capable to ſeize. 


Nint) O BSERYATION. 


By the Great Duke's Sentence it's pretended, that William Plomman 
is obliged for Two Points; viz. | 
Firſt, As Surety for the Ship Philip and Mary. 

Second, That ſhe ſhould not moleſt, or give any Trouble to the French 

Ships or Veſſels. 

In this the Complainants follow the Terms of the Great Duke's Sen- 
rence, which, according to the Narrative part thereof, implies, That 
William Plowman was obligd to indempaify the French for all Prizes 
which the Philip and Mary ſhould take from them. Allowing his High- 
neſs to eſtabliſh his Pretenſions on this Baſis; yet the Complainants do 
humbly conceive, that William Plowman cannot be made liable to the 
Reſtitution of theſe three Prizes for which he is condemn'd : For proof 


bol this matter, reference is humbly craved to the Obſervation, No. 


Tenth OBSERVATION. 


The Grand Duke in the Sentence declares, That notwithſtanding the 
foregoing Promiſe, the Philip and Mary having departed Livorno, it ap- 
pears, by her were talen Three French Prizes ; viz. 

The Ship Santa Barbara, Capt. Joſeph Fongaſſe, coming from Con- 

ſtantinople to Marſeilles. 5 

The Ship Virgin Hope, Capt. Francis Leonce, from Scanderoone and 

Cyprus, paſſing for Venice. 


The Bert Lady Good Encounter, Padrone John Turquon, who from 


Marſeilles was going for Cyprus and Scanderoone. 
With great Submiſſion and Reſpect to the Grand Duke, this part of 
the Sentence does not only comprehend a manifeſt Nullity , but alſo 
an evident Contradiction to the matter of fact. | 


NULLITY 


By the deſignation of the Voyages, and place of Capture, the Grand 
Duke declares, That theſe Veſſels were taken ſuper Altum Mare; and 
his Highneſs very well knew in Time of War, and conſequently that the 
Caſe had no reference to, nor dependance upon the Articles of Neutra- 
lity ſign'd at Livorno, for they relate only to that Port and Road, as the 
Chamber of his Highneſs ; beyond which Bounds, and the Limitations 
eſtabliſh'd by the Nations in the Articles of Neutrality, he could not 
extend his Authority to the Arbitrary deciſion of Differences happening 
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at Sea between the Subjects of Two ſuch Potent Kings, and to the par- 
tial Execution of a Sentence in favour of the French. 

The great Precaution, and nice Regard which the Grand Duke had 
for the Contentment of his Chriſtian Majeſty , and the Satisfaction of 
his Subjects, is not only apparent in each Step of his Highneſs's Pro- 
ccedings. in each Article of his Sentence, but in a very unaccountable 
manner ſince explain'd, and avowed by the Grand Duke's Letters and 
French Memorial on this Subject, wiz. Son Alteſſe ayant affaire avecq an 
Prince (meaning the French King) bien plus puiſſant qu elle; as if this 
Argument could juſtify the Injuries done to the Exgliſb, or divert His 
Majeſty from V indicating his Honour, and from Maintaining his Subjects 
in their Rights under his Royal Protection: Theſe Words of his High- 
neſs carry ſuch a diſparaging Conſequence, that their Peruſal or Repe- 
tition will unavoidably cauſe an Emotion in a True Exgliſb heart. 

The Grand Duke in his Letters to the Ming, was pleas'd to alledge 
his being oblig'd tothe French for William Plowman ; and that withour 


his Promiſe, the Philip and Mary would not have been ſuffer'd to depart. 


For Anſwer to the firſt Point alledg'd ; it's humbly conceived, that the 
Expedition of this Veſſel could not render the Grand Duke, or his Sub- 
jets, obnoxious to the Crown of France; becauſe it was no more than 
what the Cartel, or Articles of Neutrality did expreſly permir ; and 


that his Highneſs was neither actually nor really oblig'd to the French, 


will, by a following Obſervation on the Sentence, in proper place appear 
very plain. Obſervation, No. 

For Anſwer to the ſecond Point alledg'd; it ſeems very ſtrange that 
Capt. Brome, the principal Perſon in Command, was not conſulted and 
join'd in the Promiſe, that his Officers and Seamen might have been 
acquainted therewith ; for they went, No Purchaſe, no Pay ; and, with- 
out their Conſents, could not well be reſtraind from raking of Prizes in 
their view and power: There was no ground of Reaſon, or of Equity, 
to ask any Obligation from Capr. Brome and his Crew, becauſe they 
only left the Mary Roſe ; with which Ship they had a little before ta- 
ken the Philip and May, Embarking on her, being more proper for 
their deſign. | 

Contradittions in Matter of Fact. 

That, the Santa Barbara, Capt. Fouzaſſe, was not taken by the Phi- 
lip and Mary, but by the Peace Sloop, is proved by the Depoſitions of 
the French Mariners, Tranſcribed in ——— Appendix, No. 7. 

That, the Virgin's Hope, Capt. Leozce, did not only give the firſt At- 
tack, under Fre: ch Colours and Paſsporr, but never belong'd to that Na- 
tion, is clear from the Narrative, F-lzo 6, &c. App ndix, No. 

That, the Bark Lady of Good Excounter, Padrone Turquon, was Chac'd 
by a Dutch Ship, fled and ſur:endered by Election to the Erpli/h; the 
Hatch pretending a Moiety in the Prize, ſeize and confiſcate William 
Plowman's Effects on that ſcore, is evident from the Narrative, Fol. 8, & 9. 


Elevenh OBSERVATION. 


The Grand Duke in expreſs Terms paſſes this Sentence at the Peti- 
tions in behalf of the French concerned; and therefore he condemns Mil. 
liam Plowmen to reſtore the Value of the Prizes: If this matter were to 
be calculated by his Highneſs's Pretenſions in the greateſt Extent, the 
French were not concern'd in the Virgin's Hope, Capt. Leonce, as by the 


precedent Obſervation is proved; ſo their Demand for reſtitution of that 
Article ſhould have been rejected. It's 
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It's humbly conceived his Highneſs can't ſhow any Authority, or Ex- Namb. 15. 
ample, for deciding of fuch Differences between the Subjects of Two | 
Kings, in a declared War, much leſs for granting Repriſals on His Ma- ö 
jeſty's intereſt to his Enemies. | | 
This Expreſſion in the Sentence, with ſubmiſſion, plainly ſhows that 
the Great Duke was neither actually nor really engag'd to the French; 
5 for the following Reaſons : 
. Firſt, The particular Frenchmen concern'd in the Prizes, had no Title 
for demanding, nor Reaſon for expecting Reſtitution of what they had 
fairly loſt by the Laws of War, unleſs his Highneſs had inſured their 
Y Intereſt, or taken Charge of the ſame; which is ſo inconſiſtent with 
: Sovereign Dignity, that it can't be imagin'd the Great Duke would have 
5 condeſcended to act ſuch a part. 
5 Second, The particular French Proprictors muſt then pretend to Re- 
= AMitution, in virtue of the French King's Authority interpoſed in their 
flavour; and fo the Cauſe devolves on his Chriſtian Majeſty: Now it 
> ſeems ſtrange, that he having Power to maintain his Superiority and 
Pretenſions, ſhould leave the Caſe to the arbitrary Deciſion of the Grand 
Duke; who, by being Bail, was in a manner party, and would never 
paſs a Sentence which might be retorted on himſelf, to the prejudice of 
his intereſt. 

Third, It may be preſumed, That if the Great Nuke had been Surety 
for the Indempnity of the French, His Chriſtian Majeſty would have 
done himſelf reaſon, choſen the moſt ſolvent Perſon, and have compelled 
his Highneſs to make immediate reparation, without taking an Afſign- 
ment on the Perſon of an Engliſhman in Priſon ; if this had been done, 
the Proceedings ef the Court of Florence might have been render'd in 
appearance more excuſable. | 

But on very good Grounds, it may be preſumed, the Frexch would not 
have moved, had they not been aſſured of his Highneſs's partial Favour, 
and encourag'd by his Miniſters, who wanted this pretence for perſecu- 
ting the Priſoner. 

And ſo much the rather would the French have kept filencr, becauſe 
they could not tax the Eg“ in general, nor William Piomman in par- 
ticular, with Breach of the Neutrality at Livorno; nor with any thing 
elſe in fitting out of Ships from that Port, but what had been before al- 
low'd in a diſtinguiſhing and partial manner to the French themſelves, viz. 


A Abſtratted from a Journal at LIVORN O: Kept by the Officers 
of the Health-Officz of that Port, 22d of October 1695. 

The Ship Saiat Vitor, alias tie African, Commanded by Capt. Jh 
Baptiſt Paſcone, Cruizer belonging to Marſeille, being at Anchor in this 
Road; where was likewiſe the Kuſſe/-Frigat, an Exe/iſh Merchantman, 
bound for Gallipoly; aboard of which Ship, Conſul Blackwell went to 
give her Diſpatches ; about Nine of the Clock at Night ſhe weigh'd 
anchor, unfurled her Sails to proceed on her Voyage: This being diſco. 
vered by the French Cruizer, he weighed Anchor, and fer Sail after her; 
upon which occaſion the Zag/iſh Commander brought his Ship back to 
Anchor in the Road; a Miniſter of the Health-Gffice went off in a Boat to 
advertiſe the Frenchmen. that they could not Sail until 24 Hours after de- 
parture of the Exgliſß Ship; ſignifying ro them, That this was the Or- 
der of General O. L. Borro, Governor of Livorno: To which Captain 


a/cene replied, That he was to follow no Orders from any General or 
| Othcer ; 
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Numb. 15. Officer; only he acknowledged the French Conſul, whoſe Directions he 


APPFTENDSISx. 


had followed. 

This ſame Ship, Commanded by Paſcone, being in Chace of ſome 
Barks in ſight of the Port of Livorno, ſtranded at a place called al di 
Vetro, was forced to throw his Guns in the Sea, and come back to this 
Port to refit, where he was aſſiſted with Men and Boats to take up his 
Guns, careen his Ship, to do whatever was neceſſary, and allow'd to 
recruit and augment his Crew. h 

20th of April 1696, Arrived here two Long- Boas; the Paarons 
whereof, with their T'artans, belonged to Oneglia, and were Laden with 
Corn from Cornetto, finding themſelves within Muſquet- Shot of Seggio, 
(a place near to Livorno) they ſpied two Ships at three Miles diſtance, 
who under French Colours gave them Chace, which forc'd them to run 
their Tart ans on the Shoar, and to fave themſelves in their Long: Boats; 
upon which occaſion the Ships ſent their Pinaces arm'd, took poſſeſſion 
of the Tart ans; one whereof they carried off, the other being down- 
right ſtranded, they pillaged, and then ſet fire to her; notwithſtanding 
the Duke's Guards of the Coaſt oppoſed, and fired their Muſquets. 
The French perſiſted, and return d a Volley of Small-ſhot ; theſe two 
Ships belonged to Marſeille, and were Commanded by Capt. Mont auſin, 
and Capt. Bremont. 

27th of April 1696, Arrived here a Brigantine of Malta from that 
place; the Padrone reports, That in paſſing by Caſtiglione (a place near 
Livorno) he ſaw two French Cruizers cloſe to the Shoar, Firing Cannons 
at ſome Spaniſh Barks, who were at Anchor under the Caſtle of Caſt» 
glione, whoſe Guns the French did not value; at laſt by a violent Wind 
they were conſtrain'd to abandon their attempt, and were the Captains 
Montauſin and Bremont above-mention'd. 

Theſe, Montau/in and Bremont, after having Cruiſed ſundry days at the 
very Entry of the Port of Livorno, infeſted the Coaſt, and inſulted the 
Caſtles; they came in with their Prizes to Livorno, were favourably 
received, ſuffered to careen and recruit with Men and Proviſions. 


Upon the ſame Journal of the Health. Office, are extant the following 


Memorandi,ms ; and the Matter of Fact is notorious, and known 


by all perſons Reliding at Livorno. | 
That a private French Ship of War came to an Anchor in the Road 
of Livorno, and without Pratick ſent his Boats armed to Preſs Men from 
the Fiſhing and Merchant Tartans; likewiſe from Ships that came from 
the Levant, and afterwards by Violence took Men out of his Highneſs's 
general Magazine. | 


That Capt. Girardin, in a Ship of War from Toulon, came and ſtayed 


three Days in the Road of Livorno; from whence he departed, and itayed 
out on the Cruize a few Days; in the Night he came to Anchor again; 


but in the Morning, before opening of the Gates, diſcerning a $12n ar 
the Light-houſe, and ſome Veſſels approaching, he ſet Sail to encounter 
them; but finding they were Venetians and Neuters, ſuffered them to 
paſs; had they been Exgliſb, Dutch, or Spaniards, they could not have 
ſhunned a ſurprizal. 

That a private French Ship of War, called the Royal Frigat, being in 
eaſy Weather under Sail, cloſe to the Light-houſe, under Command of 
the Guns; when a ſign wes put out, would not return to Anchor, but 
went and examined the approaching Ship, which proved a Livorneſe, 
Commanded by Capt. Balbiani; {he being of a Dutch Fabrick, made the 
French at firſt eager, and bold in treſpaſſing the Cartel. That 
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II. 


That a private French Ship of War, Commanded by the Chevalier Numb. 15. 


de Mag liar, near to L'Antigniano, Bordering on the Lafſſaretto of vor- 
no, ſeized a Bark of Meſſina, Laden with Corn, &c. and brought the 
Prize into Port. 

That a French Bark and Cruizer, near to Vada, and at an igcogſide— 
rable diſtance from Livorno, took a Trapaneſe Bark juſt at her departure 
from this Port, and brought her in thither a Prize. 

That Two French Felugons, armed in War, in a minute after depar- 
ture from Livorno, before they paſs'd L' 4ntizniano, attacked {ome Barks 
that were making into Port; in their defence the Caſtle of L' 4ntio- 
ni ano fired Guns, to which the French repli'd with their Peteraro's. 

That the John Galley was taken by a Frenchman of War in tight of 
the Port of Livorno, and received no Aſſiſtance. 

That the Bark of Padrone Bonfort coming from Marſeilles, had been 
Chaced for a day at Sea by a Majork'n Cruizer, all the while Bonf+re 
made his way for the Port of Livorno; but being cut off, he run his 
Bark a-ſhore at a conſiderable diſtance, out of reach of Guns from the 
place; yet Tartans, with Soldiers and Granadiers from the Cittadel, 


Boats and Seamen from the Mould, were ſent to the Aſſiſtance of the 


French, and the Gates of the City, contrary to Cuſtom, kept open tor 
ſatisfaction of the French Conſul, in order to fend a grezter Reinforce- 
ment to Boxfort, if need had required it. Such a diltinguiſhing Care 
was taken of the French Intereſt in this Bark, that upon an ill- grounded 
Information given by their Conſul againſt Capt. Frome in the Mary Roſe, 
then in the Road of Livorno, for having ſent his Boat to the Aſſiſtance 
of the Majorkin, the Governor ſent his Adjutant to the Houſe of the 
Complainants, to whom this Exgliſb Ship was recommended, to ac- 
quaint them, That if the French Bark was taken, they ſhould be liable 
to Reſtitution ; and notwithſtanding the Complainants demonſtrated, 
that Capt. Brome would not violate the Rules of the Port, nor expoſe 
his Men where they could have no ſhare in the Purchaſe, becauſe the 
Majorkin would never bring the French Bark into Livorno; yet the 
Governor per ſiſted to ſupport the French Pretenſions, and fearing the 
bad Conſequence: thereof, tho'it was about Ten a Clock, and a dark 
Night, the Complainants deſired the Governor to ſend his Adjutanr 
and a Frenchman along with them to Capt. Brome's Ship in the Road, 
and to the French Bark, to diſcover the Truth of this Information, which 
was granted ; and it was found that Capt Brome and his Crew were 


a- board Ship with the Long-boat and Pinace, hoiſted in the Tackles ; 


That the Majorkin had no Aſſiſtance nor Boat out, only lay at conveni- 


ent diſtance firing Guns; That all the Boats there were French and 


Italians; Thar ſome of the former had gone without Pratick, tho? ſul: 
pected of Infection, had, without Permiſſion, mix'd with the others; 
which, according to the Rules of the Health-Offices ( maintain'd with 
Rigor in Italy) is Death; yet no notice was taken of the matter at Li. 
vorno, much leſs of the falſe Information againſt the Exgliſb; but to 
fave a French Bark, and pleaſe a clamorous Conſul, the Duke's Mini- 
ſters hazarded the Health of his State. SY 

That French Ships, Barks and Felugons armed in War, and on the 


Cruize, have daily put into the Port of Livorno, and there recruited with 


Men and Proviſions. | 
That, during the late War, Men have been publickly levied and em- 
barked at Livorno for the Service of France. 


= That 


37 


38 


Numb. I L 
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That the like Privilege was abſolutely denied to Conſul Burrows, who 
for His Majeſty's Service in Piedmont, delired it by Order of my Lord 

alloway. 

The greateſt part of theſe Paſſages have been complain'd of by 
Sir Lambert Blackwell, in a Memorial to the Great Duke, when Sir Charles 
Hedzes's Report was imparted, and had alarum'd People in Italy; but 
his Highneſs was ſatisfi'd to cauſe his Miniſters to hurry the Priſoner 
out of a Dungeon, and his Effects into Frenchmen's Porkets, and ne- 


ver thought of excuſing or vindicating the maniteſt Breaches of Neu- 
trality in other Points. 


Twelfth O B SERVAT ION. 


The Great Duke paſſes the Sentence at Petitions in behalf of the 
French concern d, in the ſaid Veſſels and Ladings for Reparation of Da- 
mages by them ſuffer d, by reaſon of theſe Depredations. 

By the Great Duke's Narrative, and the faireſt interpretation of his 
Words, in the utmoſt Limit of his S. H's. late Pretenſions, I illiam 
Plowman was to repair all the Damages which the French concerned in 
theſe Prizes had ſuſtain'd, and was not oblig'd for any thing further. 

According to the Common Courſe of Equity, the French ought to 
have proved their Title to the Ships and Effects, for which they pre- 
tended Reſtitution ; but the Grand Duke was pleaſed to give them a 
Diſpenſation from all requiſite Formalities, granting more than they 
could ask, as if his Highneſs had been afraid of falling ſhort in demon- 
ſtrating his Complacence, Favour, and Partiality towards them. 

The Great Duke condemns William Plomman to the Reſtitution of 
the Ship YVirgin's Hope, and her Cargo; which Ship did never belong to 
the French, but contrary to his Chriſtian Majeſty's EdiQs concerning 
Navigation, the Cemmander of this Ship, Francis Leonce, a Native 
of France, had by ſurprizal obtain'd out of the Admiralty there a Paſs- 
port; with which, and the French Colours, he ſerved the Venetiens, Jews, 
and Levanteens, entire Owners of the Ship, and Proprietors of the Car- 
go, to cover them and their EffeQs from the Inſults of the Rovers of 
Turky and Barbary. 

However, ſuppoſing that under the Yenerians, Jews, and Lewanteens 
Names the French had been concerned, yet, with ſubmiſſion, they could 
not pretend to the Reſtitution of Ship and Goods, or their entire Value 
from William Plomman, becauſe the Adventure was inſured in Foreign 
Parts, and particularly at Venice, where the Inſurers ( ſome whereof 
were Engliſh, had paid for their Subſcriptions the Sum of One Thou- 
ſand Seven Hundred forty and five Livres groſs of Venice, which is 
17450 Ducats, as appears by the following Atteſtations of the Inſurance- 
Brokers, taken in authentick Form at Venice, Tranſlated from the La- 
lian; viz. In Dei Aterni Nomine, amen, and Lear from the Incarnation 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſtz698 ; Sixth IndiQion, the 11th Day of Feb. 
according to the Venetian Stile, perſonally appeared before me Notary, 
and Witneſſes underwritten, Meſſieurs John Baptiſta Mariani, for his 
Office of Gio Mariani, Angelo Giuſto for his of St. Giuſto, Thomas Memmo 
for that which formerly run Palma and Memmo; Florio Antonio Bono: 
melli for that of Lettino and Banomelli; Tho. Contin and John Baptiſta 
Damiani for the proper Specialty ; all Brokers for Inſurance, and Ne- 
gotiants in this place, willingly upon their Oaths atteſt , 


That 


APPENDIX. 59 


That in their reſpective Offices, in the uſual place of Inſurance, at Numb. 1 5. 
the Rialto, has been made the following Subſcriptions upon the Body 
and Apparel of the Ship the Zope Bonadventure, Capt. Francis Leonce, 
as well as on Goods and Money at Cambio Maritimo; and firſt, 


With a Policy in 7 1695, upon Return from Sorria and Cyprus. 


By Meſfieurs Vita Sacchi - J. 30 
Barbari — — — 60 
Iſeppo Morani —— —— 20 
Gere Donc her — 50 


Aleſſandro Bernardi 
Gio. Antonio Bernardini - 30 
Franciſco Merate —— 
Jacob Franco D' Almeyda-—— ——— 20 
Antonio Franco Motti, &c.—— 45 


In all——. 295 


With another Policy 24 March 1696, return as above. 


By Meſſieurs Da, Barruch Carvaglio-—— J. 50 
Jacob Franco D' Almeyda ——- 20 
Meſfieurs Joſ. and Abram Jeſſurun— 20 
Barberi — ————-—— 60 
Marin Ghelohof . 50. 

. —————Inall-— 200 


With another Policy 18 July 1695. return from Scanderoon. 


By Meſſicurs Yeppo C 4. 30 
Peter Columbi and Brethren- 20 
John Bap“. Girard —— —— 20 


Peio Giorgio — — — 10 
Baldiſſera Littino — 15 
Mano Gandiri 10 
Nicolo Paralacqua ——— —— 30 
Stef ana Cigara . — 20 
Gio. Ant. Bernardint —= —— 10 
Chriſtofero Lana — 10 
Pietro Turbint —— —— ————— 10 
Michiel Periele —— 20 


in all-— 205 


With another Policy iſt Offober 1695. return as above. 


By Agamar Armeno — ——— ———— 40 
Aleſſandro Paſquinelli — — 


With another Policy 27 March 1696. return from Soria. 
By Baldiſſers Littino . 1.25 
Giacinto Gallignan- 


Bertolo Sonpirio . 20 
Aleſſandro Paſquineli —— —— 25 
In all-— 80 
Tranſported N — — 
| J. 840 
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* is Brought over — —„—: 
With another Policy 10 Novemb. --95. return as above. 


By Meſſieurs Diamantin Buferi—— J. 20 
Toſeph de Solomen Franco- — 20 
Peter Columbe and Brethren-- 10 

j| Stefano Cigara — — Fo 

| Mano Zandin- — 4 

| Il/uftriſſimo Morells ——— EE 20 


In all— 105 


With another Policy 3d Septemb.-96. return aforeſaid. 
By Franciſco Bourgevis —— —--——— 1.15 
| Pietro Piſoni 


rr 
— Inall-— 25 


With another Policy 29 Nov.1695, from Napole di Romania 
| for Soria, and return from Scanderoon and Cyprus. 
L By Gaſper Doncher — 4.20 
| Florio Anto. Bonomelli—— 1 1 ; 
Gio M=. Zuanelll ——— — 10 
Tho. Williams 
Marco Gandini- —— 10 
Illuſtriſſimo Morelli-— —-—— ——— 20 


— 


F 


With another Policy juſt as above, 
By David Baruch Carvaglio ——— —- 1.20 
Antonio Magg ioni -— 10 
Valentin Nicoletti —— -———— 10 
Pietro Rpt. —— ——— ———— 10 


: % 


— —añüĩÿG 10 


In all— 50 


** « 


With another Policy 26 Sœt 1696. return from Soria and Cyprus. 
By Giacomo Spin ——— — 1.15 | 

Gio Bay. della Scala- — a ey 
Joſ. and Abram Jeſſurun —— 10 
Baldiſſera Littino - — s 
Antonio Taglia Pier — 10 
Florio Ant. Bonomelli——— 10 
Thomas Williams 
Gio Maria Tuanelli 
Antonio Turtinoni 
David Baruch Carvaglio — —-— 10 


* 


— — 0 


PTY 15 


— ————— K — ̃— . ˙ 

— — = "= - 

— — — 0 = 
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In all 155 


| With another Policy 8 Jan. 96 return from Cyprus. 
' By Bernardin Statio | | | 


Tommaſo Conti — 30 ; In all — 70 
And He for other mens Accounts. — 10 | 


— —— — fl O 


— 


Tranſported —— ——=— — 1345 


— — — 


APPENDIX 


Brought over — ————. 1345 
With another Policy 8 June 1696, Return from Cypros. 
By Da. Barruch Carvaglio J. 40 


Iſeppo Moran =—— —— 10 
Antonio Franco Motti ———. ——— 20 
Vurban Urbani — 30 


In all. — 100 


With another Policy 29 Vovemb. 1695. Return from 
Scanderoon and Cyprus. 


By Florio Anto. Bonomell I. 15 
Franceſco Bourgei . — 2g 
Michiel Per icli 10 


In all — 50 


With another Policy return from Sorria and Cyprus. 


By Gio. de Gerolamo .J. ioo 
Gio Bap®. Damiant — —— —— 15 


Thomas Wiliams —— —— ——— 35 
Samuel Williams ——— - —— —— 15 
Pietro Criſofida — — 15 
And for others —— — —— 20 


In all—— 200 


With one Policy more return from Scanderoon. 


By Gaſpar Doncher — - J. 30 
Alleſſandro Bernardi —— x 20 


In all— 50 


Venetian groſs Livres inſured L. 1745 


All which Deponents, in their proper Names, and in Names of 
thoſe they repreſent reſpectively, affirm this to be of their certain know- 
ledge, having confronted their Books of that time, in which were 
noted daily all the Inſurances they did; for the truth whereof they 
have made the preſent Atteſtation, that it may ſerve, as need ſhall re- 


FT quire, in all places, as well in Court as without, In quorum, &c. 


Actum Venetiis in Scriptoria mea, preſentibus Domino Antonio 
Sala, q. D. Nicolai & D. Paolo Seapin, Domini Franciſci teſtibus Ego 
Michiel Venturinus Sub. Venet. Not. profide ſubſcripſi & ſigillavi. 

We William Le Blond, Conſul of France at Venice, certify to whom it 
may belong, That Mr. Michael Venturini, who has ſign'd on the other 
ſide, is a publick Notary in this City; to his Acts and Writings is given 
full and entire Faith in Court and without; in Teſtimony whereof, 
We have ſign'd this preſent, and thereto affix*'d the Royal Seal of the 
Conſulat. Venice 14 February 1698. | 

Locks Sigilli - Sign'd, Le Blond. 

So that, tho the French had been Originally concern'd in this Ship, as 
they were never, nor in any manner of way intereſs'd, yet they could 
not pretend to damage by this Ship and Cargo, ſeeing the Value had 
been inſur'd and recover'd at Venice; by which means the firſt Adven- 
turer was clear'd, and the Inſurers underwent his Loſs. 


R This 


61 
Numb. 15; 


Locus Sigilli 


62 
Numb. 15. 
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This matter was ſo clearly explain'd by John Crookſbanks, and ſet 
in ſo true a Light before M. De Pontchartraine, when the Affair was 
moved in France, that this Miniſter of State manded the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, out of the Sums adjudged them by the Grand Duke's 
Sentence, to abate 63, 374, French Livres ; which ſhows to what degree 
the Grand Duke had aggravated William Plowman in the Sentence. 


Thirteenth OBSERVATION. Relating to Fol. 12. 


The Great Duke is pleas'd to ſay, It is our Will, To this effect the 
ſaid Plowman ſhall make good the damage: Stat pro ratione woluntas. 
This unfortunate Man and his Copartners muſt be ſacrificed; the Royal 
Authority and Intereſt of :he King of England diſregarded, and the 
Privileges of Subjects ſuÞpreſs'd by a maniteſt Violation of the Laws 
of Nations, and a wreſting of the Neutrality. 


Fourteenth O BSERVATION. Relating to Fol. 12. 


The Grand Duke affirms to have paſt his Sentence with fu! Copni- 
zance of the Cauſe; and the Actions happen d. If his Serene Highneſs 
ſpeaks of theſe Actions according to his apprehenſion in Cognizance 
of them, certainly in his Eyes they have carried a different aſpect; for 


Right and Equity on the Exgliſb ſide appeared unreaſonable; and any 
pretence in behalf of the French look d big and valuable; by a natural 


Conſequence one party mult be ſuppreſs'd, and the other ſupported. 


If his Serene Highneſs reſtrains theſe words to the conveniency of 
his own Affairs, and the advantage of his Intereſt in that juncture, 
when the Grand Dutcheſs's Title to Madamoiſele's Eſtate in France 
was upon tryal ; then the Cognizance he took of the preſent Caſe was 
to be regulated by the approval and ſatisfaction of the French; and 
herein concenters all the methods which the Great Duke took in this 
matter. 

If the Words and Declarations of his Serene Highneſs be as obli- 
gatory as thoſe of a private Perſon ; then it is humbly conceived, that 
a full and perfect cognizance of the Cauſe, and of the Actions which 
therein had happen'd, was abſolutely requiſite ; without which, a Sen- 
tence could not be juſtly and legally denounc'd. 

That the Grand Duke had not a perfe& knowledge of the Cauſe, 
and Cognizance of the Actions which had happen'd, appears from the 
following Reaſons the Complainants with great ſubmiſſion conceive 
inconteltable. | | 

Firſt, Becauſe Capt. Leonce, under French Colours, gave the firſt 
attack, in Firing a Broadſide, which brought the Topmaſt of the Philip 
and Mary by the Board; ſo that Capt. Brome in his proper detence was 
engaged to Fight. 

Second, Becauſe Capt. Leonce's Ship and Cargo, as has been proved, 
did not belong to the French, tho' ſhe was a lawful Prize to the 
Engliſh, by reaſon of her Colours, Paſsport, and the Inſulc ſhe pave. 
 Thiraly, Becauſe tho? this Ship and Cargo had belonged to the French, 
they were obliged to declare upon Oath the Inſurances made in 
Foreign Parts, and recover'd ; for they could not pretend to the Reſti- 
tution of what had been already repaired to them, nor to any more 
than what they actually loſt according to the Great Duke's terms. 


Fourth, 
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Fourth, Becauſe the Bark, the Lady of Good Encounter, was Chaſed 


by a Dutch Ship, as has been proved, and ſurrendered by Election to 
the Philip and Mary, the Dutch claim'd a Moiety in the Prize, and there- 


. upon ſeize William Plowman's Effects; fo that from him the French 


could not demand in reaſon nor in rigor more than their damage ſuf- 

fered by the Philip and Mary, being one half; for without her acci- 

dental appearance, the Bark had fallen a Prize entirely to the Dutch. 
Fifth, Becauſe his Serene Highneſs was ſo far from pronouncing his 


Sentence upon full Cognizance of the Cauſe and Actions happen'd, as 


to an equitable deciſion, that he has over-ruled and ſmothered a very 
important and authentick Evidence, viz. The Depoſtions of the French 
Mariners, proving the Sancta Barbara was taken by the Peace-Sloop ; tor 


which Veſſel, the Grand Duke never pretended Will. Plomman was oblig d. 


Fifteenth OBSERVATION. Relating to Fol.12. 


The Grand Duke ſays, That having heard the Report to us made 
by wird of Mouth from Auditor Peter Angeli, one of the Auditors of 
this our Council of Favour and of Juſtice. 

Altho' Seignior Auditor Angeli be a perſon ef great Capacity and 
Integrity , inclinable to diſtribute Juſtice impartially in all Matters 
wherein State-policy is not concerned ; yet being a Native of Corſica, 
holding his Charge at the Grand Duke's pleaſure, and receiving his 
Appointment from his Serene Highneſs's Treaſury ; with what coun- 
tenance muſt he compoſe himſelt before his Abſolute Maſter, in touch- 


ing on Points which he knew were ungrateful; as doubleſs any Argu- 


ment in defence of William Plomman would have been; nay, the re- 
petition of his Words and Complaints from the Auditor would have 
been Crimen Leſæ Majeſtatis; ſo the Priſoner's Reaſons were lamely, 
and at beſt weakly ſupported, in matters wherein he durſt exagerate. 


Sixteenth OBSERYLVATI 0 N. Rclating to Fol. 12. 


The Grand Duke ſays, By our Order Auditor Angeli has examined 
the matter. | | 

In this Caſe the Auditor did not act with the Character of Judge, 
he only followed the Order of his abſolute Maſter, whoſe Commands 


had the force of Sovereign Law, as by Sequel appears. : 


Seventeenth O BSERYATION. 


The Grand Duke ſays, According to the terms of Reaſon, Auditor 
Angel; heard one and the other party, and viewed their Writings. 

Here are two great Acts of Juſtice in appearance; if they had not 
been done according to the Terms of Reaſon; the ſtandard whereof 
was his Serene Highneſs's Will and Pleaſure. | 

As for hearing of the Parties, the Complainants humbly erave leave 
to explain che diſparity of their Circumſtances. | 

Monſicur Darvieux, Who manag'd the French Intereſt, beſides his 
proper Merit, had very powerful and pleaſing Recommendations to 
the Court of Florence; was aſſiſted in his Sollicitations by the French 
Envoy Extraordinary ; had at pleaſure Converſation with his Serene 


Highneſs, as well as with the Auditor, and weak Senle in his nes 
| would 
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would have appeared Reaſon upon the Caſe in hand; he never was con- 
fronted with the Priſoner, nor ſaw him, until Sentence was paſſed, when 
by Compaſſion or by Curioſity, he condeſcended to enter the Dungeon. 


On the other hand, William Plowman was under Bolts in a Dungeon, - 


contumacious, and looked upon as a Criminal, guilty of the higheſt 
Offence againſt the Dignity of the Grand Duke, deſigned a Victim to 
Revenge; had he been poſſeſſed of the Eloquence of Cicero to plead 
his own Cauſe, his Arguments could not have had a fair Conveyance 
to Court, nor have found Acceptance there ; could he have reach'd the 
Light to breathe his Complaints into the Street, with Noiſe of Drums 
they would have beat them back into his Throat, or diſperſed them 
in the Air, ſo as to hinder their Impreſſion on any curious Ear: This 
method is taken with all who would at the laſt gaſp publiſh any thing 
in their defence, to the prejudice or diſparagement of the Prince. 

As to the Examination of Papers belonging to William Plowman, 
the Grand Duke's Miniſters did that according to the Term of Reaſon ; 
they ſeized them at Rome, kept them in poſſeſſion, and he never could 


obtain the peruſal of any, except ſuch as Bills of Lading and Invoices, 
which were rendered ſubſervient to French deſigns. 


Eighteenth OBSERVATION. Relating to Fol. 12. 


The Grand Duke is pleaſed to declare, That Auditor Angeli 
having taken from us a precedent Information: The Complainants with a 
profound ReſpeQ for the Dignity of his Serene Highneſs, forbear a juſt 
Reflection on theſe words; had he not publiſh'd them in his Sentence, he 
might have eſcaped the Cenſure which probably they may now occaſion. 


Nineteenth OBSERVATION. Relating to Fol. 12. 


The Grand Duke declares, We Arbitrate. The Complainants hum- 
bly crave leave to ſay, That if the pretended Promiſe had been legal, 
by Courſe of Juſtice proven : That if the Circumſtances in Matter of 
Fact had been clearly eſtabliſh'd, the French had proved their juſt Title 
to the Ships in queſtion: That if the Grand Duke had had full Cog- 
nizance of the Cauſe, and the Actions happened, his Highneſs needed 
not have arbitrated, but on the accounts of the French Proprietors, 
vouched by Proof and Oath, have ſpecified their diſtin Claims, and 
adjudg'd them the juſt Value. — Their juſt Value. 


Twentieth O B SERVA TIO N. Kelating to Fol. 12. 


The Grand Duke is pleaſed in theſe Terms to declare, which Arbi- 
trarily, with the precedent Informations and Knowledge as above, We 
Liquidate to amount in al), and for all, to the Sum and Quantity of 
Forty ſeven Thouſand currant Dollars. 

His Serene Highneſs does here Arbitrarily condemn a Subject of Exg- 
land, interpreting his Allegiance to the Ring, and Love to his Native 
Country for Capital Crimes; and left his Highneſs's Sentiments on 


the point ſhould not be ſufficiently intelligible, he plainly declares that 


he does it Arbitrarily. - 


For a ſignal proof of Favour to the French, the Grand Duke orants 
them more than they could fairly demand at the utmoſt Limit of their 
Pretenſions; he Liquidates the Value of what is due to them in the 


Sum 
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Sum ot 47,000 Dollars of Lirorno; and tho' the Great Duke's Preten- 
ces were allowed to be as valid as his Afſertion can make them; yet 
it's evident, that his Serene Highneſs has aggravated William Plowman 
in the following Sums 3 viz, 
For the Santa Barbara, which was not taken by the Phil:» 
and Mary, but by the Peace Sloop — — Doll. 1,003 
For the Firgin's Hope, which did notbelong to the French 20, 00 
For one halt of the Bark of Turcon, the Dutch pretending 
to the other Moicty of this Prize 


8, 500 


— —— — Doll. 38, 00 


W hich at 5 s. Sterl. to a Dollar, is Nine Thouſand Six Hundred and 
Twenty five Pounds Sterl. 4ggravation in the Liquidation, 1.9625 Stey!. 
Had his Highneſs in the firſt Inſtance done Juſtice upon this Point, 
William Plowman might have eaſily purchaſed his Freedom from Chains, 
and the Houſe of Righhy, Shepard, and Company, would not have remained 
under the diſadvantage of Oppreſſion. 

His Serene Highneſs brings the French to Certainty of u hat they 
are to expect by a Sum preciſe, Doll. 47, 000 ; but William Plowmay's 
Rights and Reaſons againſt them are left in Obſcurity, and under ſech 
Incumbrances as were impoſſible for the Priſoner to entertain the hopes 
of clearing them: And thus the Great Duke, While he manates the 
Engliſh Intereſt, he runs without Reſerve, in a rapid Motion; bus 
when he comes to do them Juſtice againſt the Trench, he changes lus 
Stile, and acts as it his Courage and Spirits were ſpent, as by the fol- 
lowing Obſervations on the Sentence will, with great Submiſſion , 


plainly appear. 
Twenty-firſt OBSERVATION. Relating to Fol.1:., 


The Grand Duke declares, That upon payment of 47 ooo Dollars, 
he fres the ſaid Plowman fn this Head. This Expreſſion is very 
remarkable, and will ſhow his Serene Highneſs was influenced from 
the beginning, and deſign'd to deſtroy William Plowmar ; and that tho? 
the Sentence in the firſt Moment it was pronounced, had been complied 
with to the latisfaction of che French; yet the Great Nuke had a farther 
Puniſhment in reſerve for the Priſoner, becauſe upon payment of the 
Money he was only freed upon that Head of the pretended Debt; and 
had oct the Kzno gracioully and icaſonably interpoled his Royal Autho— 
tity, the Grand Duke would not have reſtrained himſelf to this ambi- 
guous Reſerve, but would have thewn a Reſentment fatal to the Perſon, 
Farnily, and Priends of the Priſoner. 5 

To diſcover His J jeſtys Sentiments, and the Diſpoſition of the Na- 
tion. in a ſhort time «or u] Plopnan's Impriſonment, a Stratagem 
was made uſe of at Florence; it was induſtriouſly divulged that the 
Priſoner was behea ed; the Time, Place in the Priſon, and all other 
Circumſtances were repreſented ; Perſons who pretenced to be Witnel: 
{es of the Execution, afirmed it for a Truth; the News was expedi- 
tioully coavey'd to Exglana, Whena Gentleman employ'd by the Grand 
Duke found his Grace the Duke of Shrew. b:ry alarum'd at the Report 
of {ach Violence committed agaialt an Exgli/h Subject; and that his 
Cracz, as 2 vigilant and wile Miaitter of State, took particular Notice 
of the Caf: ; then an Expreſs was ſent to the Grand Duke, adviſing 
tin the Tncoaveniency and Reproach that would follow the ſhedding of 
Indi Blood; { the Priſoner was ſaved from Death. 

a 8 T went y* 
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Twenty-ſecond O BSERVATION. Relating to Fol. 12. 


The Grand Duke in his Sentence declares in terms as partially ex- 
preſs'd, as it was poſſible to conceive them, in favour of the French, that 
in ſatisfaction, and in part of the ſaid Sum of Forty-ſeven Thouſand 
Dollars, ought to be imputed, as we ordain to be imputed, the Right which 
the ſaid Plo man has againſt Capt. Leonce, and other French Merchants, 
to whom he releaſed the ſaid Ship. 


The Virgins Hope, and part of her Cargo for Bills ſequeſtred at Venice. 


(The Sum whereof is not ſpecified in the Sentence, but is Doll. 660) 

As alſo his Rights againſt Patron Turquon, to whom was relcas d 

the Bark, call'd The Lady of Good Excounter,and part of her Lading. 

(The Value is not mention'd in the Sentence, but imports-— 4020) 
Doll. 1 0600 

Theſe two Veſſels, the Virgin's Hope, and Lady of Good En- 
counter, with part of their Cargoes, were ranſom'd by the French 
for the Sum of 10, 600 Dollars. All Contracts of this nature, 
during the late War, have been by all Parties duly perform'd, or 
eſteem'd obligatory ; and the Grand Duke is the firſt Sovereign 
Prince who has countenanced the Breach of an Agreement of 
this nature, or render'd it invalid by Sentence ; His Serene 
Highneſs's Pretenſions in their full Extent, require only the Re- 
ſtitution of what was taken by the Ship Philip and Mary; and, 
with ſubmiſſion, according to the Rules of Equity, the above 
Sum of 10,600 Dollars value of what was render'd to the French, 
ſhould have been deducted from their demand, and the Priſoner 
have been only condemn'd for the remainder, ſuppoſing his 
Highneſs's pretences were aſſiſted with Reaſon and Equity. 

In management of this matter, the Grand Duke's deſign is 
palpable; to pleaſe the French, he runs to a rigorous Extremity 
againſt the Ezgliſb, judging his Procedure ſuperior to their Exa- 
mination, otherwiſe he would have look'd on their Caſe and 
Concerns with more circumſpection and complacence : For if 
William Plomman by an Arbitrary Sentence muſt not only aban- 
don, but reſign his Reaſons and Right to the 10, 600 Dollars 
value of Ranſoms above ſpecified ; it's humbly conceived, that 


buy a clear conſequence, the Prizes in queſtion were taken with a 


lawful and juſt Title ; The Terms of the Sentence ſeem to im- 
ply thus much ; Whatever Gloſs the Grand Duke's Miniſters 
may intend for them, no Argument can be brought or ſupported 
for covering or reconciling the Contradictions in fact, pretences 
and proceedings, ſo as they ſhall not be diſcover d by an impar- 
tial and penetrating Eye; the ſtrength and character of Truth 
are its proper Force; it's divine becauſe always the ſame ; and 


if William Plowman had a Right to theſe Ranſoms, the diſpoſ- 
leſſing him thereof was violent. 


And farther the Rights competent to the ſaid Ni Plwman 


pon a parcel of Coffee, for his proper Account ſent to Victor de 
St. Amand of Marſeilles. 


The Value is not ſpeciticd in the Sentence, but amounts to. 1700 


— —c— 2 — 


Doll. 276 


＋— —— — 
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In the Ranſoms / iliam Plomman hy the Sentence is condemn'd to a Numb. 15 
Right of Spoilin Hz Majeſty; to whom by the Laws of Nations and 
Acts of Parliameir, theſe Prizes of Right did belong, until by Sentence in 
the Hizh Courr ct Admiralty they were adjudged to the Capror and 
Proprietors ; and when the Kings Right is violated, the Subject can- 
not expett an exemption. The Article of Coffee explains this evideatly ; 
for the Grand Duke and his Miniſters knew very well, after a narrow 
ſearch into the matter, that all the Ships employed in the Expedition, 
and the Cargo for purchaſing of Coffee, were diſpacch'd at the Ex- 
pence of the Houle of Rigby, Shephard and Company, of L:vorno; that 
the Effects in the Levant belonged to them, and by conſequence this 
parcel of Coffee mult have been procured either with their Effects or 
Credit, if on this Conſideration the word Competent had been employ'd 
and deſign'd, the Grand Duke and his Miniſters in ſo much would 
have ſhown a regard to Equity; their deſign run ſo much on a con- 
trary Strain, that notwithſtanding the Indices and Convictions they 
had of the Effects and Credit by the foreſaid Houſe committed to 

William Plowman's Truſt ; and that from hence Returns for /#rope, had 
their Origine, as clearly as the River proceeds from its Sourſe; yet 
the Sentence declares them for his proper Account; and this equivo- 
cating Term Competent, was only a Reſerve in favour of the Fresch; 
the Coffee being ſeized at Marſeilles, and at firſt inſtance by the In- 
tendant of Provence was confiſcated to his Chriſtian Majeſty ; and to 
Goods in his power, as an exaſperated Enemy, it was impoſſible a com- 
petent Right could be ſhown or vindicated by William Plowman, a 
Priſoner in a Dungeon. And this Expreſſion in the Sentence cannot 
be eaſily rendered with the Force and Reſerve of the Original Idiom. 
By this Obſervation it appears, that the Grand Duke left abſolutely to 
the diſcretion of the French. Doll. 27600 


Tiwenty-thirdd O BSERVATION. Relating to Fol. 12. 


The following Clauſes in the Grand Duke's Sentence are not leſs 
partial, in declaring, which Rights we ſay the ſaid Plowman is held and 
obliged to yield and transfer in gnod and valid Form, with the neceſſary 
and opportune Clauſes, in favour of the ſaid intereſs'd in the Prizes ; 

. His Serene Highneſs means the French, who with ſubmiſſion could not 
now be called the intereſs'd in the Prizes; and if the Reſpe& which is 
due to the Subſcription of a Sovereign Prince did not require a modeſt 
Obſervation of theſe Terms, they might be looked upon as the Form 
or Dictate of an over-reaching Scrivener. But taking no further liberty 
in the matter than what is allowable to the injured, in Complaints to 
eaſe their Minds; theſe were great Hardſhips placed upon a Priſoner 
in a Dungeon, conſidering the power and Hatred of the Party co whom 
he was by the Grand Duke aſſigned. | 


Twenty-fourth OBSERVATION, Relating to Fol. 12. 


Thus the Grand Duke proceeds in the Sentence; And for the re- 
mainder to the full import of the ſaid Forty ſeven thouſand Dollars, 
we {ay the ſaid William Plomman is held and obliged to compleat, either 
by Reſtitution of the eſſects taken, or in ſo much Ready- money. 


It 
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It has been already explained in the Obſervation, No. 20, That 
the Grand Duke brings the French to a Certainty in their demands 
apainſt William P/owman, but does not Liquicate the value of what the 
ranſomed by Obligations to pay the Sum agreed upon. If any Excuſe 
can be alledged for the proceeding of his Serene Highneſs in this point, 
the Complainants do humbly ſuppoſe, he would not value what had 
been render'd to the French at the rate of their Agreement and Obli- 
gations for the ſame ; knowing that in ſuch Caſes the Loſer commonl 
is allowed the advantage in the bargain ; and ſo would not debar Mil. 
liam Plomnman from inſiſting on the deduCtion of the real value of what 
had been reſtored to the French, at the rate of their demand made by 
the Chamber of Commerce for the ſame : Otherwiſe the Grand Duke was 
afraid to diſguſt the French, in ſhowing that they had made a great 
Noiſe for a {mall matter, by reducing their pretences to true bounds, 


in deducting what was rendered them, and what they had no reaſon 
to demand, 


Twenty-fifth OBSERVATION. Relating to Fol.12. 


In the Sequel of the Sentence thus the Grand Duke goes on, viz. 


We Will, that our aforeſaid Auditor Peter Agel: give th- Neceſſar 
and opportune Orders for Execution of the Premiſcs by way of thoſe Tri- 
bunals which ſhall be moſt proper, always, and as often as need ſhall re- 
quire againſt the Effects, Gods, and Credits of the ſaid William Plow- 
man; and until the ſaid Intereſſed be entirely paid the whole Sum of 
Forty ſeven Thouſand Dollars. 2 

If Juſtice be truly repreſented with Eyes blinded, Auditor Angeli 
in this Caſe was an improper Judge ; becaule betore the Sentence was 
reduced into the Form it has appeared in publick, he had from his 
Abſolute Maſter taken a precedent Information ; the meaning whereof 


is obvious, and therefore leſt any Tribunal hereafter ſhould in diſcuſſion 


of any incident, miſtake the point, Auditor Angeli mult preſcribe the 
Methods, give the neceſſary and opportune Orders to Tribunals, which 
ſhall be moſt proper; and leſt his Memory ſhould fail him, the Sen- 
tence feſtrits the Execution of Orders to the Effects, Goods, and 
Credits of Willian Plomman; which were great Hardſhips placed on 
a Priſoner in a Dungeon, to the prejudice of the Exgliſb his Creditors 
concerned, who had an anterior, clear and indiſputable Right to his 
Effects, before the Pretenſions ftarted by the French and Great Duke 


were dreamed of. 


Twenty-ſixth 0 3 Sg E RVATI 0 N. Nelating 0 Fol. 12. 


William Plomman is condemned in favour of the French upon the 
Grand Dake's proper Evidence; had he uſed the Authority of a Sove- 
reigu Prince, in execution of the Sentence, without diſtinction of per- 
ſons, he would have obliged the French to ſtand to his determination, 
{ecing they had left the matter to his Sovereign and Arbitrary deciſion, 
or elle upon their failure he would have condemned them with the fame 
Reſcatment, and have conſtrained them with the fame rigour which 
he has uſed againſt William Plomman; for their contradiction of his 
Sentence, if duly weighed, will appear a greater A ffront to his Dignity, 
than William Plownan's milinterpretation of a pretended, private, and 
invalid Promiſe. The 


NI 


The French never would allow any of the forementioned Rights Numb. 1 5. 


of William Flowman, denoted in the Sentence, and amounting to 
27, 620 Dollars; nor could the Grand Duke be prevailed upon to exert 
his Authority in the matter; which lays open his Sentiments and In- 
tentions in the concluding Clauſe of his Sentence; viz. 

Reſerving to our ſclves. in caſe any difficulty ſhould ariſe about the 
foreſaid Renunciations or Ceſſions, or the Import thereof; the faculty 
to decide and terminate them; and thereupon to make al! and ſuch De- 
clarations as we ſhall j:dge neceſſary, all, c. notwithſtanding. 

Thele Reſerves and ambiguous Expreſſions were, no doubt, intended 
for a Salvo with his Chriſtian Majeſty ; his Subjects only had occaſion 
or liberty to raiſe a difficulty about the foreſaid Renunciations and Ceſli- 
ons of 27, 600 Dollars. This Conſideration moves the Grand Duke 
modeſtly to vail his Sovereign Authority, and to reſerve only a Faculty 
to decide and make further Declarations, ſuch as he ſhould judge necc\' 
fary, with reſpect to the power of France, and without any regard to 
the juſt Authority of Exgland; as he has been pleted ſincè to declare 
in his French Memorial to the Mig on this point; which is ſo far from 
being an Argument to ſupport his Sentence, that ic was a tacit Con 
feſſion of his Complaiſance and Partiality to the 7 rexch, if a Prince's 
words will admit of a natural and common Interpretation. 


Twenty-ſeventh OBS ERVATION. Kelating to Fol. 12. 


Juſtice and Truth require a plain and eaſy Stile. Laws made for the 
good of Mankind, and deciſion of Right between them, are never ex— 
preſs d in doubtful Terms, with dark Reſerves, which are the natural 
productions of Partiality and Prevention, ſuch as with ſubmiſſion is 
evident in the Sentence of his Serene Highneſs; his Sovereign Will may 
in Toſcanny ſupport a Decree of this nature, but can never authorize 
his Encroachments on the Prerogative of the King of England, and the 
Privileges of his Subjects. 


Twenty-eighth O BS ERV ATION. Relating to Fol. 13. 


It appears by the Atteſtation of the Abbot Benedictus Quarateſi, Bro- 
ther to the Treaſurer Quarateſi, and one of the Grand Duke's Secretaries 
of State, that the Sentence was given in his Serene Highneſs's Chamber, 
The 28th day of Sept. 1697: but by the ſubſequent Atteſtation of the 
Abbot Carlo Antonio Gondi, Secretary of State for the French Affairs, that 
| the (aid Sentence was not divulged until zhe 9th of Ob. 1697; nor before 
then, the Copy thereof intended to be delivered unto William Plowman. 

The reſpect that's due to the Grand Duke does not allow the ſeve- 
ref Interpretation which ſuch actions in particular men would admit of; 
but it is certain, and ſufficiently known, that in this Interval the Treaty 
of Peace at Ryſwick was publiſhed in raly 3 the conſequence whereof 
is palpable, and his Chriſtian Majeſty's Reſolution concerning the Coſſee 
ſequeſtred at Marſeilles, was dilcovered ; and fo William Plowman mult 


{how a competent Right thereto, 


OBSERFATION on Seignior Abbot Gondy's Letter to 
Monſicur Dupuy the French Envoy ; Tranſcrited in Folio 21. 


T was contrived after delivery of His Majeſty's Gracious Letter to 
the Grand Duke, demanding the Enlargement of the Priſoner, Reſti- 
tution of his Effects, Reparation of his Damages, and complaining of 
the Injurics which his other oO ſuffered by ſeizure of their 8 
| ow 
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Now the Grand Duke's Miniſters ſeem'd capable of ſome remorſe, 
and willing to contrive ſome means for the atis faction of England; 
knowing, That if the Xing were once ſenſible of their Proceedings, 
he would vindicate his Prerogative, and defend his Subjects; and 
therefore they tell the French Envoy ſome Reaſons, which before they 
were willing to conceal ; and if compar'd with their Managemeat in 
the Concluſion of the Affair, will plainly demonitrate that theſe Mi- 
niſters have a&ed contrary to Equity, Reaſon, and their proper Light; 
and that they have always contrived Reſerves for an intended Evalion, 
becauſe their Propoſitions are not expreſs d in fair and candid Terms, 

The Abbot Gordy ſays, * The Money drawn from the Sale of the 
« Merchandize of William Plomman, which at preſent is in the poſſeſſi · 
« on of Seignior T erieſs. 

Whercas the Abbot knew very well that this Money was Proceeds 
of 49 Bales of Goods, depoſited by Kigby, Shepard and Company, upon 
expreſs Condition of William Plowmans Liberty; of 68 Balcs of Cotton 
Yarn belonging to Meſſieurs Vernon; and of ſeveral other Goods ac Wa- 
ples, whereon Capt. John Brome had laid an Attachment, pretending to 
juſtify his Intereſt and Claim. Shall be depoſited in the hands of on (ieur 
e Souſine, not to be by him paid to any perſon, except 7uridically and 
y Sentence in the Tribunal of Livorno; after that the idemptity of the 
„ Creditors ſhall be there verify'd and juſtified, hat to them there are none 
% Anterior, who may oppole, by having Right to theſe Effects. 

Theſe Terms plaialy ſhew the Truth of the foregoing Aſſertion; 
and that the Grand Duke's Miniſters very well knew the Rights which 
the Exgliſh Subjects had to theſe Effects depolited, for juſtifyng their 
Title, and anterior to the French Pretenſions. 

« This is the ordinary Courſe of Juſtice, which requires us to contain our 
e ſelves in this Form, that the payment of the Money te made legally. 

If he who knows his Supreme Maſter's will, and does it not, ſhall 
be beat with double ſtripes; the Reverend Abbot Gordy, who by a 
double Character was in Honour and Conſcience engag d ro do Juſtice, 
deſerves a weighty Puniſhment, in preaching up Juſtice, witl; inten- 
tion to elude the lame : For tho" the ordinary Courſe of Juſtice re- 
quired the Court of Florence to ſee theſe Matters legally and in due 
form diſcuſſed, yet they would never conſent to a free Courſe of 
Juſtice. And the Complainants humbly conceive, That they have nor 
cenſured the Abbot Gondy, nor accuſed him of any matter, wherein 
his own Words and AQtions do not convict him. This Letter being 
compared with the French Memorial which he modelled, their Terms 
and Intent are fo contradictory, that the Reconciliation of them is be- 
yond his power, 


In conformity hereof, Seignior Tericſ ſhall explain himſelf with 


_« Monſieur Souſine, from whim he ſhall exact an Obligation not to contra- 


* veen,and to remain Surety for the Money x hereof he ſhall be Depoſr aire. 
The Complainants and cther Exgliſh ubjects ate ſpoil'd of their Effeds, 


which are arburarily put into the hands of a Frexchman, upon an Obli- 


gation which was not, nor could not be of any ufe tothem, being put 
into the hands of Scignior Proveditor Teriefi, which was aftual'y in 
poſſeſſion of the Grand Duke; lo that the Complainants could not 
in virtue thereof have recourſe to juſtic, when need required, nor 
force his Highneſs to aſſiſt them; fo they could only hope for Kelicf 
trom the Court of Florence. 

„To pay no part thereof, but in that manner which ſhall be to him 
** preſcribed by the ordinary Judge of Livorno. The 
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The Court of Horence were ſo far from minding this Propoſition, Numb, 15. 


that all the Money was in a clandeſtine manner conveyed into the 
French Conſul's hands (hereafter is apparent ) by the Contrivances of 
the Treaſurer Scignior Carlo Cuarateſi, with whom the ſubmiſſive 
Endeavours of the Complainants, to divert him from the Accomplith- 
ment of their Ruin, have been as ineffectual, as the Attempts of a 
Child would be to draw a Lion by the Whiskers from his Prey. 


5 ——— 
— 
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No. 16. — —— ——:--——-——- Relating to - Fol. 6. 
The CASE of the John Galley : 


Which Ship was violently taken from the Complainants, and other 
Engliſh Merchants, by Perſons countenanced and aſſiſted by the 
Grand Duke's Miniſters in this unaccountable Enterprize. 

In the beginning of the Year 1697, Sir John Buckworth, Mr. Leonard 
Weſſel, Mr.Gabriel Roberts, with other conliderable Merchants, built and 
fitted out from London the John Galley, carrying 24 Guns, and 100 Men, 
Commanded by Nicholas Reggio; who having a Letter of Mart, was 
by theſe Gentlemen ordered to Cruize ſome Months in the Mediterra- 
nean Seas, and to carry what Prizes he might take, into the Port of Livorno, 
recommending him there to the A ſſiſtance and Direction of the Com- 
plainants; part Owners of the ſaid Galley, who were to diſpatch her for 
Scanderoon, there to lade for London. 

Capt. Reggio having Cruiz'd ſome Months without ſucceſs, came 
into Livorno, where the Complainants communicated to him the Di- 
rections given them by the other Owners, and deſired him to proceed 
for Scanderoon. | 

Capt. Reggio did not only refuſe Compliance, but threatned to take 
up Money at Cambio Maritimo, and by other illegal ways to ſupply 
himſelf in Livorno. for fitting out the Ship in another Cruiſe. 

Upon this Incident, the Houſe of Rigby, Shephard, and Company, de- 
fired Mr. Burrows, the Ezgliſh Conſul at Livorno, to accompany them 
in a Complaint to the Governor of that Place, for obtaining Orders 
to ſequeſter Capt. Reggio, to prevent the Loſs which they had reaſon 
to fear would follow his Diſobedience to the Commands of his Owners. 

The Governor upon hearing of the Complaint, found it ſo rational 
and juſt, that he gave immediately Orders for the Impriſonment of 
Capt. Reggio; and accordingly he was ſecured. 

Then Capt. Reggio applied himſelf to Alexander Louis Catelani, the 
famous Pettifogger in Livorno, the greateſt Confident and moſt intimate 
Acquaintance of Seignior Quarateſi, while he was in the Bank of 
Guadagni, then employed by him in all intricate Caſes ; ſo that the 
one expected Preferment from the Advancement of the other, and Ac- 


ceſs to Court by Intereſt of the New Treaſurer, as has been ſince in 


effect apparent. 

This Catelani called to his Aſſiſtance one John Horſey of Livorno, a 
ſworn Confederate ( to his irreparable Ruin, and eternal Shame ) they 
made an Agreement with Capt. Reggio for a Share in all Prizes he ſhould 
take, and obliged themſclves to procure his Liberty, and to aſſiſt him 
in fitting out the Ship for a Cruize, in ſpite of all Oppoſition, : 

The Matter being thus concerted, Catelani and Horſey made their 
Application to the Treaſurer Seignior Carlo Quarateſi; and by his Ad- 


Vi.c and Means they not only got Capt. Reggio out of Priſon, but 2 
ently 
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16. dently, and with avowed Violence they forced the Ship away from the 
* Proprietors ; engaged Seamen publickly on the place, and openly took 


up Money at Bottomary, or Cambio Maritimo from the [tatiars, notwith- 
ſtanding the Oppolition and Froteſt made by the Houſe of /!;z&y, Shep- 
ard, and Company, againſt theſe illegal and violent Proceedings. 

Wich the Treaſurer's Countenance, Counſel and Aſſiſtance, it was eaſy 
for theſe Undertakers to accompliſh this ſordid and deteſt able contrivance 
but for a plauſible pretence, they plead that Capt. Reggio Commanded 
an Engliſh Ship with the King of England's Commiſſion, ſo could not be 
detained a Priſoner. The Governor by this and other ſubtil Inficuations, 
was prevailed on to favour Reggio, and his Accomplices. 

If William Plowman and the Houſe had been allowed to alledge the 
ume reaſon upon account of Capt. Brome in the Philip and Mary, they 
would not have been involved into ſuch Difficulties, nor reduced to 
ſuch Extremities as they have ſince undergone, 

Thus Capr. Reggio carried out the John Galley, and in a few days 
came back again to Port with a French Prize laden with Coffee and 
other Goods from Alexandria, to the value of Fourtcen Thouſand Dollars. 

When the Goods of this Prize were Landed in the Lazaretio (which 
is the Grand Duke's publick Magazine for Merchandizes of the I -: +»/, 
and other Countries uſually infected with the Plague) the Comp ats 
did in their own, as well as ia the name and behalf of the other Own- 
ers, endeavour to make an Attachment; and after the moſt preſſing man- 
ner did ſolicit the Grand Duke and his Miniſters for Juſtice ; but ſo pre- 
valently were the Contrivances of Horſey and Catelani ſupported by the 
Treaſurer Seignior Quarateſi, that all the ſatisfaction which the Com- 


plainants could obtain from the Governor and Officers of the Lazaretto, 


was this cold Anſwer, That all Goods in that place were exempted 
from Attachments and Seizure ; That his Highneſs would not do an 
thing derogatory from the Privileges of the Lazarerto, nor embroil him- 
ſelf by taking cognizance of a Caſe, wherein the King of England and 
his Chriſtian Majeſty were principally concerned. 

Matters being thus carried, Catelani. Horſey and Reggio did not only 
rob the Complainants, and other Exgliſh Merchants of their Intereſt in 
the Prize, but did alſo violently take from them the John Galley. 

Notwithſtanding the intereſſed in Exgland had given repeated Orders 
for her Voyage to Scazdercon had adviſed the Houle, that Reg2i0's Com- 
miſſion was revoked, and authorized them to turn him out of the Com- 
mand; yet he and his Accomplices did in an inſulting manner fit out the 
141d Galley a ſecond time to Sca; and in a few days after her departure, 
ſhe was ia ſight of the Port of Livorno, taken by a /rench Ship of War. 

To this Misfortune the Houſe cf RIH Shepard and Company, were 
«pectarors z and by how much the more this Accic ent was grievous to 
them, it was in the greater degree grateful to Seignier Quarateſi. the 
new Freaſurer, who publiſhed his fatisfaQtion thereat, in telling Conſul 
Burrows that this was an unfortunate and fatal Blow to the Houſe; know- 
ing very wel), that this Galley and her Prize imported Thirty Thouſand 
Dollars, which in Epzgliſh Money is Seven Thouſand Five Hundred 
Pounds Sterling; ViZ 

Tac Colt and Outſet of the Ship from Exgland amounted to— J. 4000 
The Prize was worth 14002 Dollars, at. 5 s. per Dollar —— 3599 


To be included in the Article of Damage —— — —— 1, 7500 


— ———_—_— 


This 


1 


This manifeſt and revengeful Oppreſſion was not only in the preſent Numb. 15. 


Effect grievous, bur allo in the Conſequences fatal to the Complainants ; 
for their Friends and Correſpondents in England henceforward had rea- 
ſon to look on them as perſons unfit to be truſted, ſeeing they could 
not procure Juſtice in ſo clear a Cauſe; and that the ſucceſs of Carelan: 
and Horſey might encourage the meaneſt of Villains to inſult the Com- 
plainants, with aſſurance of Protection from Scignior Quarateſi, who, 
to gratify his private Revenge, and to promote his particular Intereſt, 
would endeavour on all occaſions to influence the Grand Duke to their 
prejudice. | 

When the French Envoy received ſufficient Informations of Cate- 
lani's ſiniſter practices, and of his being a Subject to the Grand Duke; 
in the Name of the French King ſatisfaction was demanded from his 
Serene Highneſs. 

Now the Grand Duke judges the Caſe altered; and to ſatisſy the 
French, immediately commands, that not only Catelani, but one Seignior 
Aquila, who had advanced Money at Cambio Maritimo, ſhould be im- 
priſoned, and would have carried the Puniſhment to their entire Ruin, 
had he not been influenced and moderated, by the ſubtil and politick Ad- 
dreſs of Seignior Quarateſi, the publick and avowed Protector of Catelani. 

This baſe Man, by the Aſſiſtance of ſuch a powerful Friend at Court, 
in a very ſhort time obtained his Liberty; and the French were pre. 
vailed upon to remain fatisfied with the Grand Duke's readineſs to gra- 
tify them, and with the Confinement of Catelani to Livorno for a Pri- 
ſon ; which Sentence was alſo in a ſhort time Reverſed. 

If Reggio and Catelanis Cruize againſt the French was excuſable, the 
Enterprize of Capt. Brome and William Plowman may be juſtified ; and 
Seignior Carlo Quarateſis Malice propenſe in oppreſſing the Complai- 
nants, will appear. 

For this Miniſter has induſtriouſly improved every Occaſion to the 
detriment of the Complainants, by aſſiſting the Enemy to ſpoil them, 
and his own Countrymen (or any other who was diſpoſed) to rob them: 
With ſuch Violence has he been carried in his deſires and deſigns for the 
Ruin of the Houle in general, and of William Plomman in particular; 
that to accompliſh the ſame, he has not valued the Expence of his Ma- 
ſter's Honour; and it will not ſeem ſtrange that he has nourith'd Envy, 
and {ought to ſatiate his Revenge, conſidering the Affront he conceived 
had been done to him; vis. | 

About 10 years ago Sir Alexander Rigby receiv'd a Letter from Seignior 
Quarateſi, wherein he offer'd to leave his Padrone the Marquis Guadag na, 
and to ſet up a Houſe of Commerce at Livorno, in Company with Sir 
Alexander Rigby, ſolliciting him to throw off his former Partner (now) 
Sir Lambert Blackwell, Thcle Propoſitions being rejected, the preſent 
Treaſurer's diſguſt was enſlamed; when he ſaw William Plowman, who 


had been a Fellow-ſervant in the Houſe of Seignior Guadagni, received 


iato a Partnerſhip from which he had been excluded. 

This matter has been kept private, and ſhould ſtill remain a Secret, 
if the abſolute Neceſſity ot diſplaying Seignior Quarateſi's Reſentment 
from its Origine did not require this diſcovery 3 without which, his Ad- 


vancement and preſent Character might induce moſt Men to believe, 


that a perſon in his Circumſtances is incapable of the Actions in this 
Caſe laid to his Charge. 


U Account 
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Mi. NM r Kelating to Fol. 17. 


Account of 20600 Dollars, of Debts and Dependences at Livorno, 


Which the Complainants offered to Aſſign to the Grand Duke for 
his Indempnity in the Enlargement of William Plomman. 


They offered to Aſſign their Claim againſt one Joſeph Cavazza, a Mer- 
chant of Calari in Sar dignia, for the Wincheſter Galley, by him fraudulent- 
ly purchaſed, and illegally detained. The Judge before whom the Cauſe 
was depending, having aſſured the Grand Duke's Miniſters, that the Com- 

plainants had a clear and undoubted Right to the ſame ; his Serene High- 
neſs knew it very well; for in his Chamber and Preſence the Cauſe in the 
firſt Inſtance was diſcuſſed by the Fiſcal, and other Auditors of the Con- 
ſulta; where, of theſe Four Judges, Three of them voted, that the Com- 
lainants had ſufficiently proved the Dominion and Identity of this Gal- 
ey by them ſequeſtred ; in conſequence whereof, they were authorized 
to proſecute their Action; and in virtue of a ſubſequent Decree of the 
Court, they obtained the Obligation of one Seignior Aguila, a reſponſi- 
ble Man at Livorno, as Surety for anſwering and paying the Value of 
the ſaid Galley, with all Expences and Damages that ſhould be adjudged 
by a final Sentence of the Rota at Florence. So that without mentioning 
the emergent Damages, and ceaſing Profits, to be calculated and in- 
ſerted in the Article of Damages, the Value of this Veſſel, and Ex- 
pence of the Complainants about her, by a moderate Calculation, 
amounted to Doll. 10000 
TheComplainants offer'd to afſign one Seignior Attias, a Mer- 
chant at Livorno, and his Obligations for Money due to them 
upon account of their Principals in Exgland for a large Sum, 
which in the hands of the Grand Duke would have been ſecure, 
by Reaſon of the Houſes and Poſſeſſions the ſaid Attias had in Li- 
vorno; but until Accounts ſhould be Liquidated between him 
and the Complainants, they only reckoned ——. — Zee 
The Complainants further propoſed to make over a Policy 
of Inſurance on the Ship Twnizeen, Capt. William Arthur, who 
had been taken by the French; the Subſcribers were all good 
Men, and Merchants in Livorno, for the Sum of — T1200 

In like manner the Complainants offered to aſſign their Cre- 
dit wich John Horſey and Company; from whom they might 
have recovered payment long before, had not the Grand Duke, 
by the inſtigation of the Treaſurer Qzarateſi, (Horſey's inti- 
mate Acquaitance, and Abettor in the Affair of the John Galley) 
Commanded the Suſpenſion of their Suit, upon propoſal of an 
amicable Adjuſtment, by intermiſe of a worthy Gentleman 
Seignior Terieſ, late Reſident in England; who, notwichſtand- 
ing his deſire was to do Juſtice, and to ſecure the Complai- 
nant's Right, was fruſtrated by the Contrivances of Catelani 
(in the Caſe already deſcribed) who under Seignior Quarateſi 

patroniz'd Horſey's litigious Evaſions: However, at the time 
of theſe Propolals, Horſey had Effects ſhelter'd in the Houſe of 
Guadagni, which the ſaid Seignior Luarateſi being Partner, 
might Have lawfully ſecured to his Maſter the Grand Duke. 
The Debt was unqueſtionable, conſiſting of Two Articles; 


— — 


—— — 


— Doll. 19200 


Carried over 
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Brought over the Sum of Articles on the other ſide — 19200 Num. x 7. 


One vouched by a Bill of Exchange, accepted, and long due; 
The Other by a Bill of Lading, for Wax conſigned the Complai- 
nants by the Ship Lambert, Capt. Clark, recommended to the 
{aid Horſey, whereby he had an opportunity ſurreptitiouſly to 
withdraw the Wax from the Lazarezro. And both theſe Articles 
imported about. Doll. 1420 


— — 


Aſſignments offered to the Grand Duke Doll. 20600 


— 


No. 18... —— — Relating to Fol. 20. 


Copy of the Memorial ſent by John Crook ſhanks from Marſeilles. 


A Monſeieneur de Pontchartrain, Miniſtre & Secretaire d Eſtat. 
Tranſlated from the French. 


My Lord, | | 
I I'S Majeſty has not only by his juſt and wholſome Laws ſecured 
the Quiet of his proper Subjects, but has alſo by an Effect of his 
Royal Generoſity taken under his particular Protection all Strangers who 
come into France, in ſuch manner, that in his happy Dominions we are 
looked upon and treated as Pupils. Having experienced this heretofore 
on many occaſions in the ſpace of fix years, I preſume without the aſſiſt- 
ance of any Introductor, to throw my ſelf at Your Grandeur's Feet, 
hoping my humble Prayers will be heard, and the Favour I expect will 
be granted. For obtaining it, My Lord, I'll expoſe the Truth faithfully; 
otherwiſe I ſhould tremble in your Preſence. 

In ſupplicating Your Grandeur's permiſſion, to tell the matter of fact, 
I am frightned when I find my (elf engaged to expoſe the Name of the 
Perſon principally concern'd ; but having no deſign to juſtify him, nor 
to offer any thing raſhly in his defence, tho he be an Object of Compaſ- 
fion ; fixing my Eyes upon Your Grandeur's Bounty and Clemency, I 
am encourag'd, being certain, that altho' the Imprudence of this unfor- 
tunate Man ſhould be as condemnable as the Crime of Cinna; the 
King's generous Clemency will ſurpaſs that of Auzuſtas. 

Hoping to have obtained permiſſion to enter into Matter of Fatt, the 
Petitioner does moſt humbly repreſent to Your Grandeur, That he is 
concerned in a Houſe at Livorno, running under the Name of Rigby, Shep- 
ard and Company, whercin William Plowman, an Engliſhman, was a Part- 
ner for the Space of Five years,beginning the 29th of Novem. 1 690, and 
ending the 29th of Novem. 1695. The Diſſolution of this Partnerſhip, 
being about four Months before his unfortunate Embarking on the Ship 
Philip and Mary, Commanded by Capt. John Brome, an Engliſhman, with 
Commiſſion from His Majsſty of Great Britain. 

At the end of the aforeſaid Copartnerſhip, Affairs were not entirely 
Liquidated, ſo as to Ballance Accounts upon their Books; and without 
expecting an Iſſue herein, the ſaid William Plomman undertook a deſign 
for Tanis and Alexandria, under appearance of Trade, conſidering the 
word given to the Grand Duke, and the Leave his Serene Highneſs gave 


for his going to Sea, which induced us to Lade conſiderable Effects, and 


dums of Money under his direction, for purchaſing at Alexandria a quan- 
tity of Coffee; upon which, according to appearance, we might have 
gained Cent. per Cent. There 
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There was no reaſon to doubt that Plowman Embarked in Quality of 
a Merchant, and for Trade, ſecing he had given his Word to a Sovereign 
Prince, who had heaped Favours on him in a diſtinguiſhing manner ; 
having left his Wife and Children under the Protection of his Highneſs, 
We could not dream that he would have unluckily engaged the Honour 
and Intereſt of our Houſe, from which he had received ſuch Advanta- 
ges, and by which he had been introduced to Aﬀairs, that he was wil- 
ling to precipitate himſelf and his Friends into unavoidable Ruin. At 
this moment, My Lord, I cannot think that God did abandon him to 
ſuch an extravagant Thought. Our Confidence in that unfortunate Man 
was then ſo great, that we did not only truſt him with Effects and Mo- 
ney, but alſo with our Letter of Attorney to Ballance and Terminate our 
Concerns in thoſe Places of the Levant to which he was deſign'd; which 
has been the occaſion of great Loſs ; ſince whatever he touched is at 


preſent wrapt up in his Ruin, or loſt by his bad and unhappy Manage- 
ment. 

Theſe are ſenſible Loſſes, My Lord, to poor Merchants ; but I can 
aſſure your Grandeur, that they do not touch me ſo much to the Quick, 
as the Regret I have for Counſelling this unhappy Man to leave Meſſina 
and Naples, and come to Florence to juſtify himſelf; whereby I have 
been innocently the Cauſe of his Impriſonment at Rome, by the Con- 
fidence he had in ſetting forward on my word; believing that he bad 
performed his promile, and could make appear that, during the Voyage 
from Livorno to Tunis and Alexandria, the Ship Philip and Mary had 
not taken any Prizes: But he has been much miſtaken in his Calcula- 
tion on this Point, ſeeing he now remains in a deplorable Condition, 
cloſed up in a dark Dungeon, incapable to aſſiſt his numerous Family, 
or to ſatisfy his Parties, otherwiſe than by the Impriſonment of his Per- 
ſon ; the greatcſt part of his Eſtate being loſt, and the ſmall Remainder 
thereof ſo embroild, that his Creditors make no account thereof. | 

What augments our Misfortunes, My Lord, is the Noiſe of Plow- 


man's Impriſonment, and the Diſorder of his Affairs, having paſs'd 
not only into Exglard, but allo into all Places where our Houſe traded; 


all our Friends and Correſpondents ſuperſeded Buſineſs, and diverted 
their Conſignments, fearing we could never riſe with the burthenſom 
Loſs cauſed by Plowman's Misfortune ; in ſuch manner, that our Houſe, 
which was tie molt flouriſhing, and of the Engliſh the moſt conſide- 
rable in Italy, is now brought within two Inches of Ruin, if the 
Clemency and Compaſſion of your Grandeur do not relieve us, in con- 
ſideration of our Innocence. | 

Sceing then, My Lord, that while V/ man remains in Priſon, the 
Credit of our Houſe cannot be re-eſtabliſh'd; we have taken the Reſo- 
lution to add to our Loſſes yet ſomething more beyond our Strength; 
and for this Effect the Petitioner is come to Marſeilles to propoſe an 
Accommodation to the Gentlemen of the Chamber of Commerce, 
who have kindly granted him ſeveral Conferences in their Aſſemblies; 
he believes (with ſubmiſſion) that they have diſcerned his Honeſtly , 
the Equity of his Propoſitions, and the Advantage which the parti- 
cular Men in France may have by his Offer to the Chamber: And the 


Reaſon why theſe Gentlemen have not readily embrac'd it, may be 


Fecaule they have not your Grandeur's permiſſion for ſo doing. Wherc- 
tore, that I may not make improfrtably ſo long a Journey into France, 
am conlſtrain'd at preſent to make a Faithful Narrative of hat 
paſs'd, ſceing the Intereſt of our Houſe, and my Honour in particular 


al 


1 


are engaged; hoping, My Lord, that my moſt humble Prayers for a Numb. 18: 


moment of pour Attention, will not be rejected; and that I ſhall be 
allowed to expole briefly all the Arguments made uſe of with the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Petitioner, beſides the Reaſons already deduced to your Gran- 
deur, prayed the Gentlemen of the Chamber of Commerce, to make 
a juſt Reflection on the Grand Duke's Sentence, whereby Plowmar is 
condemned to render to the French Subjects of his Majeſty the Sum of 
47, 000 Dollars; to which the three Veſſels taken, and their Ladings, 
have been valued; this was not pronounced with Cognizance of the 
Cauſe, and value of the Ships and Merchandizes ; his Highneſs having 
relied on the Demand of the Chamber of Commerce, formed upon the 
Words of particular Men, ho have not ingenuouſly declaredthe Inſuran- 
ces by them made, and recover'd in Foreign Parts; nor the Share which 
Strangers /talians, had in the Body of ſame of the Veſſels in queſtion. 

The Petitioner ſhowed to the Chamber of Commerce, that the Grand 
Duke, by his proper Sentence, declared, that Plomman was only obliged 
for the Ship Philip and Mary; and that the Ship Santa Barbara, Captain 
Joſeph Fougaſſe, was taken by an Exgliſh Sloop, William Garland Maſter, 
according to the Depoſitions of the French Equipage themſelves, taken 


at Livorno, upon their Arrival, in Preſence of a Native Frenchman, who 


is an Officer in the Health. Office. 

For including in the Sentence the Ship of Fog aſſe, valued about 10, oo 
Dollars, Monſieur D' Arvieux made his Efforts ; the ſtrongeſt Reaſons 
which the Petitioner heard him alledge, was, the Sloop was Fraighted 
for account of Plomman; that the Maſter, Garland, had not a Commiſſi- 
on; that the Philip and Mary was at ſome Leagues diſtance only, when 
the French Ship render'd. Knowing, My Lord, the Juſt and Chriſtian 
Sentiments of the Grand Duke, and that to ſave his Life and Territo- 
ries, he would not permit an Injuſtice; the Petitioner is obliged to be- 
lieve, that for condemning the Miſerable Plomman to the Reſtitution of 
Fougaſſe's Ship, his Highneſs has had ſome private and conſiderable 
Motive, ſurpaſſing the Imagination of the Petitioner at preſent. 

The Petitioner repreſented to the Gentlemen of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, that in payment of 47000 Dollars, to which William Plomman 
was condemned; the intereſſed were to make him good the Value of the 
Ship Virgin's Hope, and part of her Lading, releaſed by the Exgliſb 
Commander to Captain Leoxce, for the Sum payable and . at 
Venice — — — Doll. 6600 
And for the Bark, and part of the Lading ranſomed by Patron 

Turcon by his Obligation for —— —d — 4000 
Moreover, the ſame Sentence bears in deduction the Rights com- 

petent, which Plomman had upon a Parcel of Coffee by him 

addreſſed to Victor de St. Amand, importing according to the 

Demonſtration made to the Chamber of Commerce —— — 17000 


Theſe three Sums make together Doll.27600 


It's true, My Lord, that the Chamber of Commerce upon the prece- 
dent Articles made ſome ObjeQtions, principally againſt the Article of 
Doll. 6600, ſeiz d at Venice by the Aſſurers and others, who pretend 
Plowman is their Debtor ; but the Petitioner made anſwer, He was come 
to France to ask a Favour, and not to diſpute ; and that the Creditors of 
William Plowman would ſuffer by his Loſs of the Three preceding Ar- 

ticles, which render'd him 5” to pay his Debts. 10 
5 2 
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The Petitioner did further ſhew the Chamber of Commerce, that, for the Rea- 
ſons already explain'd, before Monſieur D' Arvinx went to Fiorence, the Houſe 
made inſtance to the Grand Duke for the Liberty of Plowmar, and offer'd in Effects 
and Bills of Exchange 14, 000 Dollars, with their Obligation to repreſent the 
Perſon of the Priſoner when his Highneſs ſhould Command; and having for this 
End put into the hands of his Proveditor-General, Seignior Frerceſco Tiriefe at Li- 
vorno, the Value of 8200 Dollars, and carried to Seignior Auditor Argeli the 


Zills of Exchange for 6-00 Dollars; finding then, that his Highneſs would not 


do any thing without your Grandeur's previous conſent; the Bills of Exchange 
were carried back, but the Eſſects willingly depoſited, were ſeized, ot rather kept 
in the hands of Seignior Terieſi, at the Requeſt of Plowman, who was afraid of 
periſhing in Priſon, if his Highneſs ſhould diſcover him deſtitute of Effects to 
pay his Debts. As it was not honourable for the Houle to enter an Action againſt 
2 miſerable Man in Priſon , they conſented to leave theſe Effefts in the hands 
of Seignior Proveditor Terieſi, with expreſs Condition, That if in the Iſſue of the 
Examination of the General Account of the Society, P/owman was not declared 
Creditor, theſe Effects ſhould be render d to the Houſe; and notwithſtanding 
Seignior Terieſi has cauſed to fell theſe Merchandizes at publick Outcry, and has 
remitted their Proceeds into the hands of Monſieur Souſine, Bearer of a Procura- 
tion from the Chamber of Commerce of Marſeille, with condition to keep them 
as Depoſitair,until it ſhould be verified, that to the Chamber there was no anterior 
Creditor. 

The Petitioner did ſhow further tothe Chamber of Commerce, My Lord, that 
the Grand Duke had cauſed to make very {tri& Search to diſcover the Effects 
of Plowman; That his Highneſs's Reſidents at Naples and Meſſina had recovered 
ſome Goods which were fold at publick Outcry: The Proceeds whereof were 
put into the hands of the ſaid Seignior Terie/, and by him conſign'd to the ſaid 
Soſine upon the Clauſes and Conditions aforeſaid, 

The Value of theſe Effects, My Lord, does not appear free, and at the diſpo- 
ſition of the Chamber of Commerce. Rigby, Shepard, and Company, have an ex- 
preſs d Preference upon their proper Effects voluntarily and conditionally depo- 
ſited. Thoſe found by the Miniſters of his Highneſs under the Name of Plowman, 
are ſequeſter'd in the hands of the Depoſitair by Creditors anterior to the French 
Gentlemen repreſented by the Chamber of Commerce. 

Theſe Creditors are, the Siſter-in-Law of William Plowman, for 3700 Dollars 


principal, being part of her Dowry, by an Obligation paſs'd and legaliz'd in 


France ſome years ago, which (with ſubmiſſion) renders her Credit lawfully an- 


terior. There are Eng/iſh Merchants reſiding in the Levant, who have a ſpecial 
Privilege upon the Goods recover'd at Naples, and a Title anterior to the Judg- 
ment, in ſuch manner, that by the Privilege of Rigby, Shepard, and Company, 
and the Anteriority of the other Creditors, there is nothing in the power of the 
Depeſitair for the Uſe of the Chamber. 

As the Chamber of Commerce might preſume that Plowman had ſhelter'd his 
Efſects to elude the Execution of the Sentence; The Petitioner demonſtrated to 
them, That notwithſtanding the Value of the Prizes was conſiderable, Plowman 
could not make uſe of his Share, which never was, neither at preſent is at his 
diſpoſition. Your Grandeur, with a juſt and quick Penetration, will diſcern, 
that the Value of theſe Prizes is leſs than the Sum demanded for Reſtitution, 


and ſubject to Partition; wiz. | 


X . 
The Admiralty for Dues challenges without diſpute, one Tenth part, is — 2 


The Equipage, according to the Egli Navigation, draws immediately out 
of the remaining 18s, one Third part, which i ——— ——— 

Capt. Brome, in virtue of his Commiſſion, was poſſeſſed of all; for his Share, 
one half in the Ship, claims a Moiety of the remaining 12 5. and a law- 
ful Exemption from Plowmrias's Promiſe ; and this is ——- 


6 


5 
Rigby, Shepard and Company, had a quarter in the Ship, and eſteem themſelves 
no farther oblig'd than the Captain, by a word of Fleman; their Share is — 


P/owman then could only claim one quarter-part in the Body cf the Ship & l 
pro rata 2 


Which makes the Entire —— -— ———— — — 204, 


22 — 
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So Calculating in Terms of a Merchant, of 47000 Doll. adjudged by his High- Numb. 1 8. 


neſs, Hiliam Pluwman's Share being 3th Parts, is Doll. 70 50 — which is to 
be deducted his Part in the Charges of the Expedition and Sale, as well as of che 
Proviſions bought during the Voyage; which renders Plowman's Caſe worthy of 
Compallton. 

The Petitioner did further ſhew, My Lord, that the Equipage of the Ship PCI 
and Mary, by reaſon of the violent Plague at Alexandria, would not ſtay there to 
Load. After departure thence, Viliam Plowman Embarked with ſundry Effects 
upon a Dutch Ship of 40 Guns, Laden in the Levant for Meſſma and Holland, call'd 
the Golden-Rock ; the Commander whereof carried Letters of Mart, and gave Chace 
to the Bark of Patron Jean Turcon z who making his Efforts to eſcape, diſcover d 
a Ship of a French Fabrick, and in hopes of help approached her as near as polli- 
ble; but a Calm ſucceeding, the Dutchman ſent his Shallop to take Poſletlion oi 
the Bark: So ſoon as this was diſcover'd by the other Ship, which proved the 
Philip and Mary, Capt. Brome put abroad Engliſh Colours; ſent his Pinace, who 
got ſooner than the Dutch to this Bark; and Patron Turcon, by Election, ſurren- 
der'd himſelf a Priſoner to the Engliſh: The Dutch come up, and pretend a 
Moiety ; their Commander deſired Plowman to go and treat an Adjuſtment, for 
preventing the Diſorder which was like to happen by the diſpute ; but Plowmar 
being ſurpriz d to meet the Crew of the Pbilip and Mary, ſwayed by Inclination 
and Intereſt, he ranged himſelf on their ſide, and would not expoſe himſelf to 
the Inſults of the Dutch in returning to the Golden-Rock ; the Commander where- 
of conſider'd that Plou man's Effects remain'd Aboard, and fo ſeem'd to let the 
Matter paſs quietly ; but after his Arrival in Holland, he Commenced an Action 
in the Admiralty, pretended a Moiety of the Prize, as taken by his Aſliſtance, 
and in conſequence obtained the Condemnation of the Eſſects laden by Plow- 
man, which augmented the Misfortunes of this miſerable Man. 

The Petitioner took the liberty, My Lord, to tell the Gentlemen of the Cham - 
ber of Commerce, That if this unhappy Plowman were in France, the King would 
ſet him at liberty upon Renunciation of his Concerns to his Creditors, altho' he 
had borrow'd of them honeſtly, in ſo many Louis's of Gold, the Sum of 47000 Doll, 
To which, by Sentence, he is condemn'd. 

Moreover, the Petitioner told the Chamber of Commerce, he was aſſured, if 
this unhappy Man were Priſonec in France, the King by his accuſtomed Gene- 
roſity towards Strangers, would let him enjoy the Third Article of Peace, ſigned 
at Ryſwick; which runs thus: Omnes offen[#, injuriæ, damna que predictas Dominus 
Rex Chriſt ianiſſimus ejuſque ſubditi, vel prædictus Dominus Rex Magne Britanniæ ejuſ- 
que ſubditi durante hoc bello alter ab altero pertulerint oblivioni tradantar, ita ut nec ea- 
rum, nec ullius alterins rei cauſa, vel pretextu alter alteri, aut alterins ſubditi poſt hac 
quidquam hoſtulitatis, inimicitiæ, moleſt ia, vel impedimenti, per ſe wel per alios, clam vel 
palam directe wel indirecte, ſpecie juris aut via facti inferant, wel inferri faciant aut pa- 
tiantur. Altho' Plowman may be judg d perhaps without a direct Right of enjoy- 
ing this Privilege by the Peace, becauſe by the word given to his Highneſs of Toſ- 
cany ; yet the Sentence being denounced after Concluſion of the Peace, and the 
Conſideration that the French Gentlemen concerned in the Prizes, can only by an 
Accident demand Reſtitution , by the King's Authority interpoſing in their Fa- 
vour ; they can't with Juſtice complain, if his Majeſty ſhould pardon Plowman, to 
render him a Monument of his Clemency during his Life. 


From all that has been ſaid, My Lord, the Petitioner believed the Chamber of 


Commerce would have been touched, conſidering the Motives that engaged him 
to come and throw himſelf into their Arms, to ſave and recover the ſhatter'd Ef- 
fects of the Houſe; the ſmall Share which Plowmar could pretend in the Prizes for 
which he is proſecuted ; the Improbability of their touching the Effects in the hands 
of Mr. Se/ize 5 the notorious Infolvency of William Plouman, and the lamentable 
Condition of his Family : The Petitioner was perſuaded theſe would have been 
efficacious Motive; to draw their Compaſſion; conſidering, that when the 
Sentence of the Great Dake of Toſcany ſhould be executed according to the lite- 
ral ſenſe of the fame here tranſcribed, there would only remain due to the par- 
ticular Men concerned —— —— — w——_— —— — Doll. 19400 
But as the 6600 Dollars were fequeſter'd before the Sentence of the Grand Duke, 
by others as well as French, the Chamber might have a difficulty in touching the 
Money; he offer'd to take Charge thereof, to exempt them from the Trouble in La 
| cuſſion 
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cuflion of the Recovery thereof, and to pay them 30,000 Livres French Money, 
upon Enlargement of William Plowman's Perſon, and their Releaſe on the Adjudi- 
cation which they have obtained againſt him by Sentence of the Grand Duke. 

This Propoſition, My Lord, in which the Petitioner has made an Effort beyond 
what the conveniency of the Houſe's Afﬀairs permits, appeat d to the Chamber 
too moderate, and beneath the Sum Plowman is condemn'd to reftore ; but being 
more than what he himſelf can give, the Petitioner hoped that Compaſſion would 
have moved the Gentlemen of che Chamber of Commerce to accept this Offer, 
for expiating the Crime, or rather the Imprudence of this unfortunate Man. 

When che Petitioner made this Offer, he did not know, My Lord, that the 
Inſurers at Venice, Engliſh, Italtans, Armenians and Jeu had paid to the concerned 
in the Ship Virgin's Hope, Capt. Leonce, 17,200 Ducats of Venice. 

After laformation of the Truth of this Matter, the Petitioner deſir'd the Cham- 
ber of Commerce to conſider the King's Intention, which was only for the Re- 
ſticution of what had been taken by the Fi and Mary from the Subjects of his 
Majeſty ; and by conſequence they could not comprehend in a Sentence given 
againſt Plowman in Priſon, the Ship and Lading of Capt. Leonce, becauſe this Veſſel 
and her Cargo never did belong to the French, but to Traders at Venice, who em- 
ploy'd the Captain, under the French Pavillon, to cover themſelves from the Inſults of 
the Rovers of Barbary, with whom the [:a/:ans are in perpetual War: In effect, My 
Lord, the Petitioner is ready to prove in authentick Form the Truth of his Allega- 
tion on this Point, believing the Chamber can't prove any Inſurance made in 
France on this Ship, or her Cargo; ſo granting they did belong to the French, 
(which the Petitioner does not acknowledge,) ic will appear, that by Inſurances 
abroad, the Strangers have undergone the Loſs ; and the Subjects of his Majeſty, 
in whoſe favour Reſtitution is Ordain d, have not any Intereſt ; and your Gran- 
deur will never permit a miſerable Man, who is out of condition to ſpeak for 


. hlmſelf, to be overwhelm'd under the burthen of a Demand, which can't ſub- 


ſiſt in the Rigor of Juſtice ; and more particularly when the Honour of his Ma- 
jeſty is engag d, which in your Grandeur's mind carries the preference of all 
things, as the World has fully diſcern'd. Now the Value demanded by the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and comprehended in the Sentence for the Ship and Lading 
of Leonce, ſubmitting to Correction, will amount unto —— ——— Doll. 30,000 
The Bark, & part of the Lading render'd to Turcon in virtue of his Obligation- 4000 
The Mony which the Petitioner offers to pay on the Enlargement of Plowman-10000 


— — 


Is in all ——- Doll. 44000 
So that to compleat the Sentence in the full Extent thereof, wants only- 3000 


— — — — 


Sum of the Sentence? Doll. 47,000 


Without ſpeaking of the Coffee confiſcated, and without daring to affirm, that the 
Value of the Prizes, would not amount to what is alledged, if the Books of parti- 
cular Men were examin'd. 
There are other Reaſons which the Petitioner might expoſe to your Gran- 
deur, if Reſpect, Prudence and Modeſty did allow it: but he knows very well, My 
Lord, that Silence by ſuch Motives will not hinder your Generoſity and Clemency. 
All theſe Conſiderations, My Lord, are moſt humbly laid by the Pecicicner, a 
Stranger, at your Grandeur's Feet, hoping you'll grant him the Favour to report 
the Matter to the King, and obtain from his Majeſty Orders for the Enlarge- 
ment of . Plowman, detained fo long a time in a deplorable Condition; from 
which he might have been Relicved by a more early Recourſe to the Piety, Ju- 
ſtice and Prudence of your Grandeur on eaſier terms. However, My Lord, if 
you Ordain the payment of the 30,c00 Dollars offer'd to the Chamber of Com- 
merce, in carrying the Ceſſion of their Rights againſt Plowman , and the free 
Enlargement of his Perſon : The Peticioner ſhall pray for the Preſervation of 


his Majeſty, for the Health and Proſperity of your Grandeur, and acknowledge 
the Obligation which he'll have to remain all his Life, | 


My LORD, 
MARSEILLES, tur Grandeur's moſt Humble, Obedient, 
12 Jan. 1699. and Faithful Servant, 
Signed —=>=- JOHN CROOKSHANKS. 
Cory 
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Copy of the Letter which accompanyed the Memorial ſent to Mr. 


De Pontchartrain by John Crookſhanks. Tranſlated from 
the French, viz. 


My Lord, | 
Hen th' important Concerns of the Kingdom hall permit the 
| leaſt reſpite to your Thoughts, your Grandeur's Clemency al- 
lows me to hope for a moment of Attention to the Supplication of a 
Stranger in favour of Innocence, and that conſequently I ſhall be en- 
tirely comforted, 7 

For the Truth of what I alledge in the ſtate of the Caſ: hereto an- 
n-xed ; if I am permitted to conſtitute my ſelf perſonal Surety, in caſe 
your Grandeur find the leaſt thing contrary to Truth, condemn me and 
Ile undergo with patience the moſt juſt puniſhment. 

If on th' other hand, the Relation which I preſume to let fall at 
your Feet be veritable, and my moſt humble Prayers reaſonable, I ſhould 
diſparage the Juſtice and Clemency of your Grandeur, in doubting of 
rw Lordſhip's Orders to the Chamber of Commerce for finiſhing this 
Affair. 

I have been two Months, my Lord, at Marſeilles, without conclu- 
ding; my Abſence from Livorno is a conſiderable Prejudice, the con- 
cerns of our Houſe decline daily, wherefore having eſtabliſh'd my hopes 
of Relief, on the Goodneſs and Clemency of your Grandeur; I moſt 
humbly beg the Honour of an Anſwer ; and it I be fo happy as to ob- 


81 
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tain your powerful Protection, all my Loſſes will be ſuſſiciently recom- 


penced , and to the laſt moment of my Life, with a profound reſpect, 
and inviolable Fidelity, Vie remain, 


My Lord, 
| Your Grandeur's 
Moſt Humble, Obedient, and obliged Servant, 
Marſeilles, 12 January 1699. . Jobu Crookſhanks. 
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Numb. 19, —— — —— Relating to Folio 21. 
More of the Errors in the Calculation made by the French at Mar- 


ſeilles, of the Sums which they were willing to make good to William 
Plowman, and defalcat from the Sentence, 


Livres. | | 
 63374— ; They were willing to allow for the Ship and Cargo of 
eonce. 

Whereas calculating it at their own Terms, they ought 
to have included the Exchange from Livorno, Money there 
being 20 per Cent. better than at Marſeilles, Livres. 

ſo that this Article would have amounted to 75908 
30900— They were willing to allow for the Bark of 
Turcon , and Goods Ranſom'd. Whereas the 
Goods had ben ſeiz d and granted by the French 

66374 — ä — — Carryed over ——— 55908 
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—— 75908 


King to the firſt Proprietors, Members of the 

Chamber, which they would not bring back to be 

diſtributed amongſt th' other pretenders; 7urcon's 

Obligation was 4000 Dollars at 20 per Cent, — - 14400 
2400— They were willing to allow for Money advanced 

Mr. Darvieux, whereas it was per Soo. at 20 per 


Brought vt 


Cent. ͤ— —— — — — 2880 

68774 They were willing to allow - They ſhould have 
allowed — — — 93188 

72226 Ballance which they demand They to de- 
mand only — — _ 247812 


141000 — Calculating according to the French Terms 141009 


| They ought to have demanded only 47812 Livres Tournois, and this 


without objecting againſt them the reaſon for deducting the entire va- 
lue of Captain Leonces Ship and Cargoe, according as they eſtimated 
them in their Demand. 

The Article of 7arcon's Bark and Goods ranſomed was beyond diſ- 
pute; yet Jobn Crook ſhanks durſt not aſſert a Right thereto , leſt thoſe 
Members of the Chamber concerned therein, ſhould be exaſperated, 
and oppoſe a Concluſion, to which certainly they never would have 
given their Vote; if he had required them to bring back, what they 
had by Diligence, and the advantage of their place ſecured, to be now 
divided amongſt th? other pretenders, pro rata. 

If a dependance on the Benevolence of the Chamber of Commerce re- 
quired ſuch Circumſpection, it was not ſafe in France to conteſt a mat- 
ter which Mr. Le Bret, by direction of Mr. De Pontchartrain, and he 
under ſhadow of the King's Supream and incontroulable Authority had 
diſpoſed of, in manner as had been done with the Coffee conſigned to 
St. Amand, to touch that point would have incenſed the Secretary of 
State, and a modeſt Silence appeared the more prevalent Argument for 
a concluſion in France. 

John Crookſhanks did aſſert William Plowman's Right to this Article 
before Sentence paſt at Florence, in the attempt for Liquidation of Pri- 


zes with the Chevalier Darvienx, and the Arguments then made uſe 


of, and which prevailed on this French Gentleman, were upon Oath 
reported by Dr. Zagri and Father Coſmo, to the Grand Duke, and now 


remain in the Secretary's Office, being viz. 


That the French muſt treat . Plowman as an Enemy, or as a Friend. 
If they declared him an Enemy, they gave him a juſt Authority to 
inſult them on all re-encounters. 
lf as a Friend, they ought to make him good, what upon the Faith 
and probity of Merchants had been committed to their.Truſt as the 
Coffee was, and ſo much the rather, becauſe he was willing to appro- 
priate It for ſatisfying their pretences. 
* Theſe Arguments were tranſmitted to France, both by the Duke, 
and Mr. Darvieux, and the Anſwer which from thence came, gave oc- 
caſion for imploying the word Competent, in the Sentence of his Serene 
Highneſs, as from the conſideration of the Circumſtances and Matter 
of fact, may clearly appear. | Copy 
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Numb. 20. 


Copy of a Letter written from Marſeilles to the Grand Duke, 
by John Crookſhanks, ſent under Covert of Seignior Monte- 


magni, Secretary of State to his Highneſs ; Tranſlated from 
th Italain, viz. 


Moſt Serene Grand Duke, 


Aving from your Highneſs's Bounty obtain'd leave to come for 
Marſeilles, by the fame, I hope will be granted me Liberty | 
to lay at your Feet a faithful account of my Treaty with the French. 

Expecting an Anſwer from the Miniſter of State for the deſired Con- | 
cluſion, with bended Knee from the bottom of my Heart, I ſupplicate 
your Serene Highneſs not to let me remain affronted, and in Priſon 
inſtead of freeing th' unfortunate Plowman, ſceing that upon the adjuſt- 
ment, I ſhall be obliged for payment of the Money, and without that 
in the Hands of Seine, I ſhall be incapable to make ſatisfaction; it | 
would be a great contentment to me, if your Serene Highneſs would ] 
be pleaſed to command Auditor Angel; to direct my Behaviour in this | 
matter. 

I am perſwaded, that in a ſhort time the World will ſee Plowrman 
cleared, to be a Trophy of your Clemency 3 the Houſe of Rigby Sbe 
pard preſerved for a Monument of your Goodneſs, and my felt favou- 
red as a Votary to theſe Virtues, which adorn your other Prerogatives, 
and make your Serene Highneſs an Example worthy of all Chriſtian 
Princes; for Mercy in pardoning Offences, is of God himſelf the moſt 
cheriſh'd Attribute with Prayers, c. Marſeilles, January 1699. 


Sereniſſimo, 
Your Highneſs's 
Moſt Humble, Obedient, and devoted Servant, 
Signed. FTohn Croolſban ts. 


Copy of another Letter to the Grand Duke. 


Sereniſſimo, 


H E chief and moſt important end of my Endeavours beitig to 
pleaſe your moſt Serene Highneſs, I hope from your great Good- 
nels, to obtain leave humbly to explain the ſequel of my Tranſacti- 
ons with the French. | 
The Miniſter of State having upon Receipt of three of my Letters, 
without great Punctuality and Generoſity, given the neceſſary Orders 
ſucceſſively to this Chamber of Commerce, they remain aſtoniſhed, and 
I hope the matter will be ſhortly concluded, according to the tenor of 
my Memorial. Monſ. Pontchartrain's laſt Letter to the Chamber, being 
conceived in theſe Terms, dated the 4th March, ad verbum, ſo far as I 
can remember in French, your Serene Highneſs is ſupplicated to par- 
don me, if I repeat it in the proper Idiom, for fear of committing an E- 
quivocation in the Senſe by a Tranſlation. Meſ- 
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Numb. 20, Meſſieurs, Fay receus voſtre Lettre du 20 Fevrier,enſemble le wemoire da 


S. Crookſhanks, les avant conſidere, je trouue que vous aver raiſon de dire 
que ſon offre eſt modique, par raport a la ſomme adjugee par le Seig. 
Grand Duc, mais vous ne pouvez. pas refuſer de deduire le baſliment de 
Leonce, la Barque de Turcon, & les 800 Piaſtres paper au Chevalier 
Darvieux, Pempriſcnement du Plowman pendant deux ans, merite woſtre 
compaſſion, & doit eſtre mis en ligne de compte a ſon credit, ainſi voyez d'o- 
Bliger le S. Crookſhanks A augmenter ſon offre, en tout cas chargez vous de 
me n faire rappert, pour receivoir les derniers ordres du Roy. 

[ refuſed to advance a Farthing to the Chamber of Commerce, they 
diſcerning the diſpoſition of the Miniſter of State, have under the 18th 
Current, conſented to do whatever he ſh:ll command them ; in this 
moment I have diſcovered my good Fortune, &c. 


Copy of another Letter to the Grand Duke. 


Sereniſſimo, 


Neeling, I ſupplicate your great Bounty for leave to expoſe to 
your Highneſs theſe Lines, hoping thoſe annexed may be agree- 
able, they were communicated to me under promiſe of Sccrefie ; I 
do not believe that hereby my Obligation is broke, for while the mat- 
ter remains in the benign Breaſt of your Serene Highneſs, by ſo much 
the more will the Secret be reſerved in the moſt candid part of my 
Heart. | . | | 
To Cavalier Montemagni your Secretary of State; I have tranſmitted 
Copies of my laſt Letters to the Court of France, with a Relation of 
my Proceedings to be laid at your Highneſs's Feet in my Name. 
If leave were granted me to conjecture at the Sentiments of this 


_ Miniſter of State, | would humbly ſay thac the concluſion of my Buſ- 


neſs is ſuſpended, until your Serene Highneſs be informed of the matter, 
to engage the Chamber of Commerce to concur with me in asking the 
Favour, becauſe he will not arbitrate in their Concerns as they had 
ſupplicated. TIE | 

Having fought here with an intrepid Mind, to let the World know 
our Obligation to the unparallel'd Goodneſs ef your Serene Highneſs ; 
expect Protection for accompliſhment of my Enterprize, by payment 
of the Money out of the Sums depoſited in the Hands of Sofize: In 
the mean time, zealouſly praying God to pour out his Divine and 
moſt precious Bleſſing (according to the defire of your Serene High- 
neſs) upon your Sacred Perſon, Auguſt Houſe, and happy Dominions ; 
I bend. under the Title (of the World to me the moſt glorious) of 
being with an inviolable Fidelity, 


Sereniſſimo, 
Your Highneſs's 
Moſt Humble, Obedient, Obliged, and devoted Servant, 


| Marſeilles, 17 April 1699. Signed. John Crookſhanks. 


A 


APPENDIX. 


A Paragraph of Mr. De Pontchartrain's Letter to the Chamber of 
Commerce ; Tranſlated from the French, viz. 


Gentlemen, 


Have rectived your Letter 20 Feb. together with Mr. Crookſhanks 
Memorial, having conſider d both, l find you have reaſon to ſay 
huis ofter is moderate, when compared with the Sum adjudged by the 
Grand Duke; but you cannot deny the deduction of Leonces Ship, 

the Bark of 7arcoz, and the 800 Dollars paid to Mr. Darvieux; the 
Impriſonment of Plowman for two Years deſerves your Compatſion, 
and ought to be placed in a Line of the account to his Credit; fo 
perſwade Mr. Cro:kſhanks to augment his oficr, whatever happens 
take in charge the report thereof to me, {or receiving his Majeſty's 
ultimate Ocders, 

William Plowman's proceedings had provoked the Court of France to 
reſentment; yet the weak ſolicitations of John Crookſharks in a private 
Cap:city ſwayed them to Moderation and Juſtice, touched Mr. Pont- 
chartrain with Compaſſion, who formerly was in the higheſt Degrec 
exaſperated; moved Mr. Le Bret to diſtinguith and guneroufly afliſt 
th? Innocent, induced the Chamber of Commerce to diminiſh their De— 
mands ; and in Fine, the particular French Mex concerned to renounce 
an advantage to their Intere!t, acquired by the Grand Duke's Sentence, 
it will ſcem ſtrange that the Court of Florence ſhould proſecute their 
firſt Aim againſt the Priſoner, without reſpect to the gracious inter- 
ceſſion of the King of England (Who had Authority and Power to vin— 
dicate the juſtice of his Demands, with the Honour of his Preroga- 
tive) without any regard to the innocency of the Houle which plead- 
ed an exemption from Surprizal and Oppreſſion, and a Friendly Treat- 
ment, conſidering that in the time of their Trading without moleſta- 


tion, they paid one third part of the Revenues which his Serene [igh- 


neſs drew from his Cuſtom: Houſe at Livorno; and in concluſion with= 


out any eſteem for the Laws which ſecur'd the other Engliſli Subjects 
concerned from the Injuries they have ſuffered. 


Obſervation on John Crookſhank s Memorial to Monſ. De Pont- 
chartrain, and on his Letters to the Grand Duke. 


Th intent of his Jeurney to France and treating there, was for ac- 
commodation to procure Liberty to William Plowmay, and Relief to the 

Houle ; this could not be accompliſh'd by Arguments ungrateful to 
the French, or contradictory ro the Grand Duke: Sceing he depended 
on the generoſity of the firſt, and concurrence of the latter; there was 
ſuch an intimate Correſpondence betv'een both of them, that he durſt 
not affirm any matter which he could not eaſily vindicate at his Peril 
wich either of them, ſo in French Concerns, he was to tpcak according 
to the French Genius, and in thoſe relating to Toſcauy, he was to ex- 
plain hunſelt according to the Florentine Sentiment; orherwite on his. 
Return to that Country, he would have been exposed, and fallen a 
victime to the revenge there practiſed ; this will render any apparent 
Conca ſſion in favour of the Grand Duke's Pretenccs as excuſcable now, 
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Numb. 21. as it was requiſite then, and unavoidable, being th? effect of a timorous 


precaution, to which any private Perſon in his Circumſtance might be 
liable, 


— 


Numb. 21. 


— — Kelating to — . folio 23. 


Copy of Narrative ſent to the King by the Grand Duke, concer- 
ning William Plowman ; Tranſlated from the French. 


7 Illiam Plowman an Engliſh Man, living at Livorno, ſupplicated 

F his moſt Serene Highneſs the Great Dake of 7oſcany (by th 
interceſſion of Mr. Terieſi Provediteur of the Cuſtom: Houſe at Livorn») 
to grant him permiſſion to arm in the ſaid port of Livorno the Ship 
upon which he embarked, for paſſing to Alexandria on deſign to pur- 
chaſe Coffee, pretending to draw therefrom a great Profit. 

This arming being then by him undertaken , the French Conſul 
made Application to the Governour, praying him to inform his High- 
neſs, to the end that he ſhould not only deny his Conſent, but on the 
contrary, that he would be pleaſed to put in Force his Ordonances, 
whereby he had prohibited armings of all ſorts in the ſaid Port. 

Mr. Plowman informed hereof, gave his Word to Mr. Terieſi, that his 
Ship called the Philip and Mary, ſhould not attack any French Veſſel 
he might meet in his Voyage, and that upon the ſaid word his High- 
neſs might give all Aſſurance to the French, that he would not in any 


manner contraveen. | 


This he ratified verbally, and in Perſon to his Highneſs, aſſuring 
him that he might anſwer for the ſame to the French, becauſe he would 
punctually keep his Promiſe, wherein nevertheleſs he did not intend to 
comprehend th* other Engliſh Veſſels with whom he might be conſort, 
becauſe he had no Authority over them, declaring at the ſame time, 
that if it ſhould happen that they fought againſt the Frexch, he would 
remain a ſpectator without committing any Act of Hoſtility, or firing 
apainſt them. 

A Promiſe ſo poſitive, and ſuch a Declaration of Mr. Plowman, on 
which his Highneſs replied, That he ought to conſider the Engagement, 
and have a care of cauſing the leaſt prejudice to the French, that he 
ought to remember what it was to give his Word to a Prince in his 
Highneſs's Rank, who in his Conſideration would engage his Parole to 
another Prince by much more Powerful and Greater than Himſelf ; to this 
Plowman gave his Conſent, and ſo much the more, conſidering with 
how much ſtedfaſtneſs he replyed, that his Highneſs might rely on 
his Promiſe, and become ſurety for the ſame to the French. - 

His Highneſs having now no Reaſon to doubt of Plowmar's Sincerity, 
gave Order to the Governour of Livorno not to ſtop the arming of 
the Ship, and to tell the French Conſul not to trouble himſelf, becauſe 
this Ship ſhould not cruiſe againſt the French, that his Highneſs would 
anſwer him for the ſame ; nervertheleſs, Treachery prevailing in the 
mind of Plomman, made him forget this Promiſe made to his Serene 
Highneſs, and without reflecting on the Trouble wherein he engaged 
him with France, by his bad Conduct, and breach of Word, he ſuffer- 


ed 


l 


ed his Ship Philip and Mary to attack, carry, and overcome ſome Numb. 21, 


French Veſlcls he met in his way. 

The French Conſul informed hereof, did not delay kis Complaints to 
the Grand Duke, by order of the moſt Chriſtian King, and in Name 
of his Nation, he put his Highnels in Mind of the aſſurance given, that 
Plowman's Ship ſhould not attack the French, that he was anſwerable 
for the ſame, and ought to act ſo as the French, from whom the Veſ- 
ſels and Goods had been taken, might be indemnified by the reſtituti- 
on of all with Damages and Intereſt : This obliged his Highneſs to do 
his utmoſt to get Plowman under his Power, to the end he might give 
Satisfaction for th' unworthy Action by him committed, and that he 
might be condemned to reſtore to the concerned in the Prizes what he 
had taken from them, according as his Judges fhould fee fit in Ju» 
ſtice. 

This is a true Recital of the Fact, to which are added the following 
Conſiderations. 

1. That the word of Plouman whereby he had promiſed to the Grand 
Duke, that the Ship Philip and Mary whereon he embarked, ſhould not 
commit any Act of Hoſtility againſt the French; obliges him to the 
reſtitution of what has been taken from them, and if he could not pro- 
miſe for th* Obedience of his Captain, he ought to have fortified him- 
ſelf before he engaged with his Highneſs, ro whom he ought to perform 
what was promiſed ; he cannot alledge cauſe of Ignorance upon the 
point, ſeeing he explained himſelf, that he could not promiſe any thing, 
nor anſwer for the Conduct of Veſſels in company with him towards 
the French; he gave ſufficiently to underſtand that he had Authority 
and Right neceſſary for keeping the Philip and Mary within the bounds 
of his Word, without this, he would have been careful in promiling, 
that in caſe of Attack which other Ships might give, his ſhould not 
follow their Example, but remain a Spectator, without committing the 
leaſt Act of Hoſtility againſt the French. 

2. That Mr. P/owman has profited by the Prizes taken by his ſaid 
Ship, he himſelf can't deny it, having confeſs d it to the Miniſters of his 
Highneſs who interrogated him. 

3. To make appear that P/:wman's Caſe cannot be comprehended in 
the Article of the Treaty of Peace at Ryſwick, to which it has no re- 
ference, the Interpretation or Execution whereof does not appertain to 
his Highneſs ; its certain the Queſtion here is only about a word gi— 
ven by Plowman to his Highneſs, who by means thereof conſtituted 
himſelf ſurety to the French for all Damages which the foreſaid Ship 
might do them; this is a particular Aﬀair, wherein the Grand Duke 
has right to command Satisfaction from Plowman, who by his Treache- 
ry and unworthy Action, has broken the Promiſe given to his High- 
neſs, who being caution to the French, Plowman muſt relieve him, and 
maintain what he cauſed his Highneſs's Promiſe, who, without that, 
neither would nor could have diſpenced him from the rigour of his 
Ordinances, carrying prohibition of all armings in the port of Lzvor- 
10, In Virtue of the Neutrality there eſtabliſÞ*d, and which gave a juſt 
occaſion to the French to reclaim againſt the Contravention; all which 
evidently proves that the Peace of Ryſwick does not aſſiſt Plouman, 
ſince the Cauſe is not between him and the French, but between him 
and his Highneſs, which does not interfere with the above mention'd 
Treaty of Peace, His Highneſs is held by his proper Dignity to r 

this 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— tot 5 


88 


reel 


Numb. 21. this Promiſe to be performed. it being always a Capita: Crime in a 


private Man to take the Liberty of deceiving a Sovereign ſo unwortitte 


ly as Plomman has donc, who ovght to eſteem himſelf te happy in that 


his Highneſs has uſed all Clemency towards him, and has not cauſed to 
cut oft his Head as he might have done for puniſhment of his Raſh- 
neſs, in abuſing the ſingular favour of his Highneſs, which made him 
derogate from his Ordinances in facilitating the fitting out of the Ships, 
and in becoming caution of his Actions to ſo powerful a Xing, as his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty is, his Highneſs having contented himſelf to do 
Pl»wman no harm, only that of conſtraining him to render what he had 
taken contrary to his Word given, and to keep him cloſed up in a Pri- 
ſon, while he deſerves another fort of Treatment, and an exemplary 
puniſhment to teach others their Duty, not to {ail in promiſes given 
to Sovereigns. 

Its hoped after a deliberate Reflection on all that has been produced 
hitherto, and we may be perſwaded that the Juſtice it ſelf of his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty will not ſuffer this matter to be ipoken of any- more, 
nor the Treaty of Ryſwick to be further alledged, which has rothing 1n 
common with the Affair of Plouman, who having already entred into 
a Treaty with the French to accommodate with them, it may be be- 
lieved the Concluſion will not be long delayed, that he may atterwards 
hope fer an end of his Misfortunes, trom the generoſity of his High- 
nels. | | 

The behaviour of Plowman in treating with the French, for which 
purpoſe he has ſent to Marſeilles ſome Months ago, John Crookſhanks 
who remains there, and by Letters conſtantly gives hopes, that he may 
iree him by a good Agreement with his Creditors joined to the Con- 
ſide ration, that at the ſame he manages in France; he puts all on work 
in England to have the protection of his Britannick Majeſty, proves evi- 
dently that he finds himſelf guilty, for if in his Conſcience he could aſ- 
ſure himſelf of gaining his cauſe under the ſhadow of that Protection, 
he would not have reſolved on a Treaty with the Chamber of Com- 
merce at Marſeilles; therefore as he does not in this encounter act 
fairly, but is guided by a double intention, The Grand Duke hopes 
the Truth of this being made knou n to his Britannick Majeſty, he will 
be pleaſed to diſcover the indiſpenſible neceſſity which hinders his Se- 
rene Highneſs from changeing his Sentiments concerning Plouman, or 


from governing himſelf otherwiſe than in conformity to the contents of 
this Memorial. | 


Obſervations on the Narrative ſent by the Grand Duke to the Rong. 


His Narrative was vamped up in ruſty French by the Abbot Gon- 
di Secretary of State for French Affairs. | 
de Complainants dare not make a full Diſcovery of the ſubti'ty and ſi- 
Aer practices in the contrivance of this Narrative, until they have incon- 
reſtable Proois, and opportunity to authenticate them, but they humbly 
conceive that the Abbot Gendi made uſe of the French Language rather 
chan the Italian, becauſe a Copy thereof was ſent to France, to ingra- 
tate tilmlelt the more at that Court; if th' Original had been ſolely in- 
ended for the King of England's Conſideration, this Abbot with better 
Manners would have ſhown more Reſpect to his Majeſty. 


In 


NI 


In the Narrative its alledged, that Wiliam Plommas ſupplicated his Namb. 21. 


Highneſs by the interceſſion of Seig. Terieſ; yet this Gentleman was 
never called to depoſe on Oath the nature of the pretended Promiſe. 

Its impoſſible to keep Truth under a total and conſtant Eclipſe; by 

the firſt paragraph of this Narrative it appears that William Plowman 
informed his Highneſs of a deſign for Alexandria only, without any in- 
tention of entring into an Obligation. 
The whole matter of Fact is not here repreſented, for William Plow- 
man declared likewiſe his deſign for Tunis, by the accompliſhment of 
the Bargain at Cape Negro, to make Livorno the publick Magazin for 
Corn; as this project was obnoxious to the French, the matter muſt 
be here concealed, which is a further proof of Abbot Gondis diſpatch 
of this Narrative to the Court of Fraxce. | 

It appears the Voyage was to terminate at Alexandria, and conſe- 
quently according to the Grand Duke's Pretenſions, William Plowman 
could not be made lyable for any Action committed by the Philip and 
Mary, aſter her departure from that Port. 


It's evident, that after William Plowman had made ſome progreſs in 


diſpatch of his Affairs, the French Conſul began to clamour, ſo what- 
ever promiſe William Plowman gave, was extorted by ſurpriſal upon the 
urgency of his Departure, which was as imprudent as illegal ; the qua- 
lity of both Parties conſidered with reſpect to the King of England, the 
Grand Duke as neuter, and William Plowman as a Subject to his Maje- 
ſty; the firſt cannot plead an exemption from his Agreement in the 
Articles of Neutrality, nor the latter a diſpenſation from his Duty and 
Allegiance. | 

Can th* Abbot Gondi ſtudy to invert Equity ſo far as to give the 
French or the Grand Duke priviledges and exemptions by the Articles 
of Neutrality, contrary to the Senſe and Intention of the Cartel, which 
has not in the leaſt been violated by William Plowman, as by the per- 
uſal of them in the Appendix, Numb. 4. will plainly appear? on the 
contrary the Rights of th' Exgliſb are in a notorious manner infringed. 

That the French King was another Prince, much greater and more 
powerful than the Grand Duke, is no argument either in Policy or 


good Manners, for excuſing the indignity offered to his Majeſty, in the 


violation of his Subjects Priviledges, and the Laws of Nations. 
Neither were the French Conſul's Complaints, and wreſted Interpre- 
tation of th* Articles of Neutrality, a reaſonable or juſtifiable induce- 
ment for his Highneſs to do his utmoſt for getting William Plowmay 
under his Power, and for conſtraining him to the reſtitution of Prizes 
taken by the Philip and Mary, unleſs matters be to be decided by Abbot 
Gond?'s Sentiment, whoſe Concluſions ſeem to be in plain Terms that 
the Court of Florence might attempt any thing againſt England in fa- 
vour of France. a 

As to the Conſiderations on the Narrative ſubjoined thereto, with 
ſubmiſſion they ſeem to be very weak; for if Pluuman was to conſider, 
and to arm bimſelf againſt Events, before he engag'd in a matter which 
he neither had any Authority to conclude, nor Capacity to perform, 
the Grand Duke and his Council ought to have conſider'd very well 
the circumſtances of the Caſe and Perſon of Milliam Plowman a Subject 
of the King of England, and have judged him not Compos mentis, in pro- 
poſing an open revolt from his Allegiance to his Majeſty, and from his 
Duty to his Native Country, thus much being imported by the preten— 
ded promiſe of not moleſting the French. A a Tho 
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Numb. 22. Tho' William Plowman confeſs'd that he had profited by the Prizes, 
it is to be conſidered, in Priſon he would do any thing to fave Life, the 
Security whereof depended on the appearance of the Priſoner's Eſtate, 
in the Eyes of his Highneſs, who otherwiſe might have done his ut- 
moſt againſt the perſon of William Plowman tor Satisfaction of the 
French, X 
The King, in oneof his Letters to the Grand Duke, was pleaſed to 
alledge the 3d Article of Peace at Ryſwick in favour of William Plow- 
| man, which might have prevailed on Abbot Gondi, to forbear a direct 
and indecent contradiction in the Narrative, together with the nauſe- 
ous and offenſive Repetition of the mighty power of his moſt Chriſti- 
an Majeſty, and other diſparaging inſinuations when he touches the 
Intereſt of England. 
The conſequences drawn from William Plowmax's deſire of an ac- 
| commodation with the French, are as mean as the Repreſentation ot 
the matter of Fact is erroneous in the Narrative; for the Court of Fo- 
| rence did encourage John Crookſhanks to go for France, were by him 
| conſtantly and directly informed of his Progreſs there, and frequently 
(nay at the time of the Narrative) by Letters they approv'd his Ma- 
nagement, which ſhews by what Maxims theſe Politicians have 
acted. | | 

Every true Exgliſb man, and Subject of his Majeſty, in conſidering 
this matter will find his Blood boil. The Honourable Sir Charles Hedges 
who was a Stranger to great part of th' intricate contrivances at F!o- 
rence, diſcovered in this Narrative ſomething inexpreſſible, the deciſion 
whereof required th' interpoſal of the King's Royal Authority. 

The Complainants do humbly conceive that no generous unbyaſſed 
and independent Mind would have condeſcended to draw Arguments 
from a Man's Conſcience, to ſurprize a Priſoner, to miſrepreſent a Sub- 
| ject to his Sovereign, and to aim at any thing againſt the Dignity of 
| the King of England, that no Perſon could be capable of ſuch Behavi- 
| our, except an Abbot fixed to the French Intereſt, and one qualified 
and inclined to act a Portocarrero. 
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Relating to — —— folio 23. 


Copy of a Letter ſent by the French Conſul Monſieur Giber- 


court, to William Plowman in Priſon ; Tranſlated from the 
Original in French, viz. 


Have wrought for your Intereſt Sir as much as poſſible, during my 
ſtay at Court, and endeavoured (according to the Letter you were 
pleaſed to write to me) to obtain ſome moderation in the Sentence 
paſt againſt you, but having Orders to return hither before I could 
et a poſitive Anſwer from the Miniſter of State, I prayed a Perſon of 
Qualicy. who has great Credit with him, to follow this Affair, and has 
carry'd it fo far, that the Miniſter in her Conſideration has conſented 
to reduce the Sentence to 24000 Dollars. This abatement is ſo con- 
ſiderable, that if I have any Credit with you, I would as a Friend 
counſel you Sir, to lay hold of this favourable occaſion, for procuring 


your 


ISS E ND IX. 


your Liberty, by the ſpeedy payment of the ſaid Sum, becauſe if you Nam. 23. 


refuſe, perhaps you'll not always find the ſame diſpoſition in the mind 
of the Miniſter, with whom the Perſon I told you of, has wrote fo 
affectionately ; let me know. your Reſolution ſo ſoon as poſſible, that I 
may give an account thereof, to the end this Affair may be conſum ma- 
ted for your Satisfaction and that of your Family, and for the advan- 
rage of your Concerns, and afterwards with Pleafure Vie endeavour to 
ſerve you, that you may know how much I am, 


Sir, 
Your moſt Humble and Obedient Servant. 


— 8 — 
— — 


Nunb, 3. — ——— Relating to —— 


Folio 24. 


Copy of the Honourable Sir Charles Hedges 's Report, to their 


Excellencies the Lords Juſtices, in the Caſe between the Grand 
Duke and William Plowman. 


May it pleaſe your Excellencies, 


N humble Obedience to your Excellency's Orders of the 12th In- 

ſtant, I have conſidered of the Pa, us concerning Mr. Plowman, de- 
tained a Priſoner by Order of the Great Duke of 7oſcany, and as to the 
Truth of the Fact in many particulars, I cannot be poſitive, for want 
of authentick Evidence on the one part, as well as the other, but ac- 
cording to the Allegation on both ſides it ſeems to ſland thus. 

In the Year 1696. One Captain Brome having his Majeſty's Commiſ- 
ſion or Letter of Mart, to cruife and ſeize upon French Ships, &c. 
brought a Veſſel call'd the Philip and Mary, being his Prize, to Li- 
vorno, and finding this Veſſel fitter for his Purpoſe, went on Board her 
with all his Crew. | 

Mr. Plowman, an Engliſh Merchant at Livorno, embarked on the ſaid 
Veſſel as a Paſſenger for Alexandria, upon the account of trading at 
that place, no notice being taken at the time the Ship was fitting out, 
or any thing pretended againſt her as Plowman aſſerts before ſhe was 
juſt ready to Sail. | | | 

The French Conful at that time making Application to the Grand 
Duke to ſtop this Ship, it was accordingly ordered, but no juſt Cauſe 
appears to me for ſo doing ; Plowman thercupon went to the Grand 
Duke, and obtained permiſſion for the Ship to proceed on her Voyage, 
having (as is pretended) given his Word that the Ship called the Phi- 
lip and Mary ſhould not attack the French, or do them any Damage du- 
ring the Voyage, which Promiſe his Highneſs affirms to have been real- 
ly made to himſelf, but Plowman denies the ſame. 

The ſaid Ship departed in Company of another Veſſel called the 
Peace Sloop, Captain Garland Commander, who in the Voyage took 
a French Ship, calld the Santa Barbara; Plowman in the Philip and 
Mary being four Miles diſtant at the time of capture, and not acting 


therein, as appears by a Certificate of ſome of the French men taken 
in the Prize. 


Aſter- 
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Numb. 24. Aſterwards the Philip and Mary proceeded to Tunis, Alexandria and 


Cyprus, near which laſt place in the Night ſhe came near a French 
Veſſel, call'd the Virgin u. Hope, Captain Brome not knowing what ſhe 
was before the French had fired 4 Guns, and brought the Philip and 
Mary's Main-top-maſt by the Board, and thereupon he fired upon the 
French Veſſel, and after a little time made her his Prize. 

Its alſo alledged that another French Veſſel was taken by the Philip 
and Mary, in company of a Dutch Ship called the Golden Rock, Plowman 
then being on Board the Dutch man, after which he went to Meſſina, 
and from thence to Naples, where having ſtayed ſome time for the 
diſpatch of his Affairs; he ſet forward for Livorno, and being at Rome, 
in his way was there ſeized, upon Pretence that he was a Subject to 
the Great Duke, and had committed ſeveral Piracies under his Co- 
lours. 

After ſeveral days impriſonment at Rome, he was deliver'd up to the 
Officers of the Grand Duke, who brought him to Florence the 16th 
day of February 1696, and there has been continued a cloſe Priſoner 
ever ſince, without being heard for his Defence, ſo far as appears to 
me, hath been ordered to make intire Satisfaction to the French, for 
the three Prizes afore mention'd, valued at 47000 Dollars. 

Its alledged alſo by Plouman, that he hath been under Treaty with 
the French, in order to compound for the ſaid Dollars, and that he had 
agreed with them for 8 400 Dollars, or thereabout, and yet he can't 
procure his Liberty by the payment thereof, to which I find no Anſ- 
wer, but that the Grand Duke looks upon his Offering at a compoſiti- 
on to be a giving up the merit of his Caſe, which in my humble O- 
pinion, is a very hard imputation to one who hath ſo long ſuffer*'d un- 
der the miſeries of a cloſe impriſonment. 

Plowman further writes, that to procure his Liberty, he hath offered 
to make good the whole 47000 Dollars, by propoſals which he hath 
made to the Grand Duke, and tranſmitted to Mr. Secretary Vernos a Co- 
py thereof, which if it be true as repreſented, there is too great Cauſe 
ro fear that this unhappy Man will be entirely ruined, if his Majeſty 
doth not further interpoſe in his Behalf. 

This being the ſubſtance of the Fact ſo far as I can collect it from 
th' Allegations on both ſides, its my humble Opinion that the Grand 
Duke hath no manner of Juriſdiction, or legal Authority to order the 
reſtitution of what Hi Majeſty's Subjects have thus taken from the French 
during the War, that being ſetled by the Treaty of Ryswick: Its ob- 


jected in the Paper from Florence, and the Duke's Letter, that his 


Highneſs having upon Plowmarn's Promiſe engaged to the French Con- 
ſul, that no damage ſhould be done by the Ship in which Plowman em- 
barked, and that therefore the Great Duke is liable for Satisfaction to 
the French, and Plowman to his Highneſs as being Plowman's Security 
and that the Treaty of Ryswick hath nothing to do in this matter: But 
it may be anſwered, that the Proſecution is upon complaint of the Frexch 
Conſul ; the Sentence expreſly orders reſtitution to the French, and it 
is to be put in Execution againſt the Goods, Effects and Credits of 
William Plowman until the French are intirely paid. | 
As to the promiſe which is the only thing inſiſted upon, there are 
a great many Circumſtances. which may induce ſome Perſons to ſuſpend 
their Belief of it; for if P/owman a Paſſenger, on an Exgliſb Ship was 
ſo weak as to promiſe that the Commander thereof ſhould do no damage 


10 
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to the French, can it be caſily imagined that in ſuch a Caſe the Grand Nowl. 23 


Duke ſhould take the parole alone of a Merchant that was going to 
Sea, and thereupon become Security againſt all Dangers to ſo power- 
ful a Prince as his molt Chriſtian Mjeſty, and eſpecially fince his High 
neſs knew that the Stups Puſineſs was ro cruize, being informed the 
was an Engliſh Privateer, newly cquipp'd, that Brome, and not Plow- 
man commanded her. 

Beſides, it P/owman had given his Word, its very ſtrange that he 
ſhould immediately break it, and at the ſame time deſign to return, and 
put himſelf under the Prince's Power and Juriſdiction, as his Caſe ſets 
forth. | 

But the Grand Duke poſitively affirms ſuch a Promiſe was made, and 
therefore not to inſiſt upon that point, and taking it for granted, I hum— 
bly conceive, that th exacting ſuch a Promiſe, and not ſuſfering an 
Engliſh Ship to depart without ſuch unreaſonable Conditions, when ſhe 
was juſt ready to Sail, was a proceeding contrary to the Laws of Na- 
tions, and not a very equal dealing, in as much as his Highneſs reſtrain» 
ed His Majeſtys Subjects from committing any Violence againſt the 
French, and at the ſame time afforded th* Eng/ifſh no manner of Pro— 
tection or Aſſurance that they ſhould. not be attacked by the French 
Privatecrs in the ſame Voyage. 

This with humble Submiſlion is ſo plain, and ſo open a violation of 
thole Laws that ought to be obſerved by Princes in Neutrality, that 
there is little Room to doubt, but that the Grand Duke hath thereby 
made himſelf lyable to all Damages that have or may happen to Hs 
Majeſty, or his Subjects by reaſon thereof; and whenever Hi Majeſty in 
his Royal Wiſdom ſhall think meer, he will be juſtified in making ſuch 
a Demand, fince his Rights are diminithed and his Authority circum- 
ſcribed, by this fort of Proceeding, for an Engliſh Privateer acts by 
the King's Authority, and is accountable to his Majeſty alone for the 
Prizes he ſhall take. 

Beſides, if ſuch a Promiſe was made, it was unjuſtly required and 
exacted, and conſcquently of no Force ; or ſuppoſe that Plowman was 
obliged by ſuch a Promiſe, yet there's no reaſon that the Aing's part in 
the Prizes, and alſo the ſhares of Ca tain Brome and his Crew, and the 
reſt of his Owners ſhould be ſeized, as it were by way of repriſal, 
and reſtored to the French. | . | 

Or if Plowman were lyable in any meaſure to make ſatisfaction; I 
do not fee the leaſt Ground to make him reſponſible for the Prizes 
called the Santa Barbara, and Virgins Ilope, becauſe the Grand Duke's 
Letter doth allow that his Promiſe did not oblige him, as being only a 
looker on when another Ship took the Prize, which is ſaid to be the 
caſe of the Firſt, and as for the Second, Captain Biime took her as it 
were in his own Deſence, the French beginning the attack. 

But if he were lyable to the whole, methinks the Grand Dake ſhould 
not require him to pay more than the Sum for which he has made a 
compoſition with the French, or at Icaſt he fhiould give him his Li— 
berty upon the Propoſals which are allecged to be made by him to the 
Grand Duke. | | 

Upon the whole, this manner of proceeding and ſhitting from one 
Point to another, gives too much occaſion to ſuſpect the worſt; 711 
Majeſiy's Subject is ſeized at Rome by the procurement of the Grand 
Duke of Teſcany, a very cxtraordinary method, and not warranted by 

PB b tha 


94 


APPENDIN. 


Numb. 2.4. the Laws of Nations; it's pretended he was the Duke's Subject, and 


a Pirate, when it appears, he was neither Pirate, nor his Highneſs's 
Subject; and then inſtead of being diſmiſſed, he was taxed with breach 
of Promiſe, when other Evidence can't be found for his Conviction, 
the Duke himſelf becomes a Witneſs, and not only fo, but the Pro- 
ſecutor and Judge alſo, being warmly preſſed by the French Miniſters, 
when he is condemned to make reſtitution to the French; his offering 
to pay them according to their own Agreement, or the tenour of the 
Sentence it ſelf will not ſatisfie, but all is turned upon him as a Ma- 
niſeſtation of his Guilt, and an aggravation of his Crime, ſo that there 
is ſtill as little hopes of his Liberty as at the firſt. | 

There ſeems to be ſomething particular in this Caſe which I know 
not how to expreſs; the Paper ſent from Florence by the Grand Duke's 
Secretary, takes notice of his Highneſs being engaged to a Prince, ben 


plus grand & plus puiſſant quelle, if it ſticks there. The King's interpo- 


ſing may rectiſie the Scales, it's fit for his Majeſty's Deciſion 3 and Mr. 


Plowman, as | conceive, hath properly applyed himſelf to your Excel- 
lencies for Relief, all which is nevertheleſs moſt humbly ſubmitted to 
your Excellences great Wiſdom, &c. 


London, 24 June 1699. h Charles Hedges. 


Mr. Tard, Sir, Since I ſent you my Report in the cafe of Plowmar, 
one Captain Pickering hath made Affidavit before me, that ſeveral 
French Privateers were fitted out in the Port of Livorno, during the 
late War; and alſo that the French did frequently raiſe Souldiers and 
Seamen there, and had the Aſſiſtance and Countenance of the Govern- 
ment at Livorno, in their ſo doing, but that he the faid Pickering ha- 
ving entertained ſeveral Yenetians, and other Forreigners to ſerve in an 
Engliſh Privateer which he then commanded, was forced by the Ge- 
neral's Order to put them aſhore, and deliver them at Livorno, of 
which I thought fit to give you an. Account, as being a farther Evi- 
dence of the Grand Duke's unequal Dealings. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


Charles Hedges. 


Numb. 24———— — Relating to ————fdolio 24. 


Copy of a Letter written by Seignior Carlo Quarateſi 
directed to —— Conſul Burrows — 
concerning ——— -— Catelani —— 


Tranſlated from th Original in Italian, viz. 


— — 


Florence, 1/f September 1696. 


IIluſtrious Sir, 


His Morning at 12 Hours in the Street de Seni by an Armenian, 
Vas rendred me your moſt courteous Letter of yeſterday's date, 
which brings me the good News of Mr. Pl»wman, concerning whom my 
moſt Serene Maſter, having asked me ſeveral times, I gave him notice 


hereof, 
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of, and find he is very Glad; now we muſt pray Heavens to ſend him Namb. 25. 


ſafely ro your Port, believing that the French, will do all things poſ- 
ſible to revenge themſelves of all the Outrages and Behaviour of il. 
liam Plowman : I can never believe that he pledged his Word poſitively to 
His Serene Highneſs, not to cruiſe nor br | the French, as is reported 
at your place he has done. 

Mr. Thomas Ball is returned Triumphant for Livorno; in the ſame 
manner goes Seig. Doctor Catelani, the firſt having gained his Law-Suir, 
and the ſecond has been fed with the fight of his adored Idol; I thank 
you Sir, for th' other Advices you have been pleaſed to give me, and 


being full of cordial Sentiments towards your Perſon, I confirm my ſelf 
unalterably, Sir, 


Your devoted and obliged Scrvant, 
Signed. Carlo (Quarateſ;. 


For Explication of this Letter, and of Doctor Catelani's adored Idol, 
Reference is humbly craved to Appendix, Numb. 26. 


A 


Numb. 25,— — —— —- Relating to —- —— —— ——folio 25. 


Copy of th Agreement which William Plowman m Priſon was 
conſtrained to fign with Monſ. Gibrecourt the French Conſul ; 
Tranſlated from the Original in French, viz. 


E the King's Counſellor, Conſul! of France, and Seas of Toſca- 

xy refiding at Livorno, impowered by his Majeſty to treat with 

the Family of William Plowman an Engliſh Merchant dwelling ordina- 

rily in the ſaid City, and at preſent detained in Priſon at Florence, up- 

on account of the Sam of 47000 Dollars, to the payment whereof the 

faid Mr. Plowman has been condemned towards the Commerce of Mar ſeil- 

les, and the other concerned, for the cauſes contained in the ſaid Sen- 

tence, dated 28 September 1697. of the one part, and the faid William 
Plowman on the other part. 

And his Majeſty being willing ſor particular Reafons, that the ſaid 
Sum of 47000 Dollars ſhould be moderated to 60000 French Livres; we 
the Conſul and Plomman above mentioned, are agreed of what follows, 
viz. | 

That for ſatisfying the payment of the ſaid Sum of 60009 Livres, 
the faid William Plowman ſhall pay unto the Hands of me the Conſul 
aforeſaid, the Sum of 40,000 French Livres, ready Money in the City 
of Livorno, according to the Exchange from that Place to Lyons, and 
the Surplus being 20000 Livres in Bills of Exchange drawn by the ſaid 
Mr. Plimman, payable in the ſaid Cities of Lyons or Livorno, at the 
Conſul's option, and in ſuch a Term as the Partics ſhall agree upon. 

That for ſurcty in the Execution of u hat is above, and of the Con- 
rents ia this preſent Inſtrument, the faid William P/owman promiſes and 
obliges himtelf to give forthwith his Procuration to the ſaid Mr. Conſul 


in good form for receiving out of the Hands of Monf. Safin the Depoſit 


corfigned him belonging to the ſaid William Plowman, together with a 
pure and ſimple Freedom from Attachments laid in the Hands of the 
{213 Soſue Merchant at Livorno. In 
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In virtue of which Procuration and Freedom from Attachment, the 
ſaid Depoſit conſiſting in 14000 Dollars ready Mony, or thereabouts ; 
the Surplus in Goods, ſhall be delivered by the ſaid Se, into the 
Hands of the ſaid Mr. Conſul, and left to his Management, to uſe, 
enjoy and diſpoſe of the ſame as properly belonging to himſelf, and in 
ſuch manner as he ſhall think fit, by means whereof the ſaid Soifine 
ſhall remain well and valuably diicharged. 

That the ſaid Sum of 40000 French Livres ſhall be taken out of the 
ready Money part of the Depoſit, and the Surplus together with the 
proceeds of the ſaid Merchandizes which are to be fold at the Conſul's 
Diligence for Mr. Plowman's beſt advantage ſhall go in deduction of the 
foreſaid Bills of Exchange, which ſaid William Plowman obliges himſelf 
to furniſh unto the ſaid Mr. Conſul always, and when it ſhall be re- 

uired. 

l Moreover the parties are agreed, that out of the ſaid Depoſit preſer- 
ably to all things elſe ſhall be raten the ſum of 1500 Dollars which ſhall 
be paid by the ſaid Mr. Conſul into the Hands of Mrs. Gabrielle Penis, 
Siſter in Law to the ſaid Mr. Ploumman, to which ſhe has reduced her 
ſelf for all her Pretenſions generally, and whatſoever upon account of 
Attachments at her inſtance laid on the Depoſit, in furnithing to the 
ſaid Mr. Conſul Mrs. Fenis Diſcharge in good Form, with her Renun- 
ciation of the Attachment. 

The ſaid Mr. Conſul promiſes and obliges himſelf, that fo ſoon as 
the Depoſit is put into his Hands, and left at his diſpoſal, and that the 
other conditions are eſtabliſh'd in this Inſtrument with Mr. Plowman 
are on his part executed, to give his Conſent in requiſite for the en. 


largement of his Perſon out of the Priſons of Florence, together with a 


renunciation of the Attachments made at inſtance of the Chamber of 
Commerce, on Effects belonging to ſaid Mr. Plomman in any place what- 
ſoever. 

And by the performance of what is above, the ſaid Mr. Plowman 
ſhall remain Free and Diſcharged from the Gentlemen of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and others concerned, and from the Condemnation ob- 
tained againſt him in the ſaid Sentence, to which Eſfect the ſaid Mr. 
Conſul obliges himſelf to bring in three Months time to the ſaid Mr. 
Plouman, the ratification of the Chamber of Commerce to this Treat 
in good Form, and fo far as may be needful, the ſaid Treaty ſhall be 
ratified by the Wife and Siſter in Law of ſaid Mr. Plowmay, when e- 
ver the Conſul ſhall require it, which ſhall be by the parties reſpect- 
iwely performed, upon penalty of all Expences, Damages and Intereſt. 

And in Caſe the ſaid Depoſit ſhould not be put into the Hands of 
the ſaid Mr. Conſul within eight days at fartheſt, the preſent Agreement 
ſhall remain null, and the parties in the condition they were in before. 

Moreover they are agreed, that the Bills of Exchange beſore men— 
tioned, ſhall remain in the Hands of Mr. Conſul, until fully and en- 
tirely paid; done at Florence this day of October 1699. 

The Parties are farther agreed, that in caſe it be juſtified by the ſaid 
Mr. Plowman, that Monſ. Darvieux, Agent for the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Marſeilles has received 800 Dollars which he affirms was paid, 
then it ſhall be diſcounted out of the Bills of Exchange he is to furniſh 
the ſaid Mr, Conſul, together with Moni. Darvieux Receipt. 

Signcd. Gibrecourt. 
William Plowman. 


Obſer- 
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Obſervations on this Agreement extorted from William Plow- 
man in Priſon. 


HE French Conſul declares that his Orders were to treat with 
the Family of William Plowman ; Monſieur Pontchartrain very well 
knew that Contracts with a Man in a Dungeon were neither valid 
nor allowable, for the deſire of Liberty would prevail on a Perſon un- 
der bolts, to renounce all things for his Freedom, altho' threatnings and 
other unwarrantable methods had not been uſed to force his comply- 
ance, and it can't be imagined that the Miniſter of State would proſti- 
tute his Maſter's Honour, in ordering the Conſul to go in the King's 
Name, into a Dungeon to ſurprize a Priſoner, and therefore the Con- 
ſul's Orders were to tranſact and conclude the matter with the Fami- 
ly, who were at Liberty to aſſert their Reaſons, and to take Counſel; 
how far theſe Orders have been tranſgreſſed is manifeſt, as likewiſe 
the concurrence of the Grand Duke's Miniſters with the Conſul ; for if 
his Contrivances had been ſuſpected or diſagreeable to the Court of 
Florence, he could not have had acceſſes to the Priſoner, but would have 
1 debarred Converſation with him, as th* Exgliſp were on other oc- 
caſions. 
The French Conſul declares, that William Plowman was at preſent 
4 detained in Priſon at Florence upon account of 47000 Dollars, to the 
payment whereof he was condemned towards the Commerce of Mar- 
ſeilles, and his Majeſty being willing for particular Reaſons that the 
* ſaid Sum of 47000 Dollars ſhould be moderated to 60000 French 
Livres (which is about — 16000 Dollars —) Therefore the 
* Conſul does agree the matter. | | 
Theſe Reaſons and Motives to the French King being conceal'd and 
obſcure, may be more particular than what the Complainants do at 
preſent conceive ; but with ſubmiſſion they adventure on a probable 
conjecture, viz. Theſe Reaſons were ſupported by Equity, or inſinua- 
ted by Compaſlion ; if the French King's Reaſons were equitable, the 
Grans Duke's Sentence in aggravating the Priſoner, is partial beyond 
excuſe. | 
If Compaſſion moved his Chriſtian Majeſty, he is a more generous 
Enemy than his Serene Highneſs. 3 
If regard to a Subject of Exgland, induced the Court of France to 
Complaiſance, they conſidered the King of England deſerved more re- 
ſpe& than what had hitherto been paid to him by the Court at Flo- 
Fence. | 
Whatever the motives were, the French King had particular Reaſons 
to moderate the Grand Duke?s Sentence, and to reſtrain the demands of 
his Subjects to what they could properly claim from the Tranſaction of 
John Crookſhanks in France, according to Monſicur De Portchartrain's 
report of the matter. CT 
Tho ſundry parties at Flerexce have endeavoured to render this mat- 
ter unſearchable, yet their Contrivances for obſcuring the Truth, have 


proved in vain, and have expoſed their management to a clearer 


view. 

It's known and can be proved, that notwithſtanding Mr. De Pontchar- 
train, had been prevailed on by Arguments from Italy to — as 
0 on- 
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Numb. 2 5. Concluſion of an Agreement in France, he ſeveral times wrote the Con- 
ſul that he was ſenſible the Priſoner could not well give more than 
what had been offered; the Conſul ſupported by the Court of Florence 
in this unhumane Action, would not conſent to W:l/zam Plowmar's 
Liberty, without ſurrender of all the Effects: At laſt the Miniſter of 
State gave poſitive Orders to the Conſul to take 10000 French Crowns, 
which is about 8400 Dollars at Livorno, and this will appear from the 
tenour and Explication of the Agreement. 

1 Livres | 

1 60000. The French Conſul by aſſiſtance at Florence extorts from 

| William Plowman. | 

| 20000,— The Conſul takes Bills of Exchange for payable at terms, 

with deſign to pilfer the value, and not to account 

| with the Commerce for the ſame. This ſeems to be 

\ | proved by the following Conſiderations. 

1 1. The Conſul had no Authority to treat with the Priſon- 

1 | er for time. 

| 2. The Commerce deſigned a final adjuſtment for a Divi- 


dend. 
| 3. The terms of the Contract ſhew an obſcure and ſini- 
— — ſter contrivance. 
0 40000 — were to be received in ready Money, and this was to be 


expoſed and declared to the Miniſter of State and 
Chamber of Commerce which makes 
133333 w. French Crowns at 20 per Cent. advantage 
to Money in Livorno, makes 
there — Dollars. 10666; 
Out of this the Conſul was 
960—3 to allow the Money paid 5 800 
Monſieur Dar vieux. —- 


— — 


12373; Remains at Livorno 9866 
The Conſul under the name 
1807 =} of Widow Phenix, was of 1500 
take out of the above ſums 


—— — 


10573 w. 5 dend amongſt the Com- 8366; 


— — — ——— — 


s there remains for a om 


merce and concerned. — 
By this Diſcovery and Explication of the Treaty in Priſon, the Com- 
plainznts do humbly conceive will appear, that tho? the Court at Flo- 
rence did aſſiſt the French Conſul to ſpoil William Plowman of a conſi- 
derable Sum, yet the Dividend deſigned for the Chamber of Commerce 
at Marſeilles was reduced as near as poſſible to the adjuſtment they had 
made with Fohn Crookſhanks, in confermity of Monſic ur De Poxtchar= 
train's laſt Orders to the Conſul ; but matters muſt not in Florence ap- 
pcar in a true Light, for fear the Grand Duke's Miniſters ſhould be ex- 
poſed and their Oppreſſion condemned, in extorting from the Complai- 
nants at ſundry times the value of 59863. 5, 6. Dollars. — When the 
French might have been fatisfied with 83663. Dollars, to which Sum 
(properly) the French King had moderated the Duke's Sentence for 
particular Reaſons which may move his Highneſs to acknowledge him 
to be a Prince bien plus grand, & plus puiſſant quelle. 
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t had been more reaſonable for William Plowman to hope by a Mi- Numb. 2 5. 
racle, to ſhake off the Bolts, and force the Doors of the Dungeon, than 
for the French Conſul to attempt the breaking the Barracades wherewith 
Law and Equity had ſecured the Effects depoſited, had he not been 
clandeftinely incouraged, and arbitrarily aſſiſted by the Court at Flo- 
rence. 
The French Conſul was to touch the Effects depoſited in virtue of a 
procuration from William Plowman, who was engaged by the Treaty to 
get a valid Renunciation of all Attachments ; the Accompliſhmenr 
hereof was fo far from William Plowman's Power, the Conſul's Intenti- 
on, and the Court of Florence's Deſign, that the parties who had laid 
the Attachments were never conſulted, nor their conſent to the ſurren- 
der of the Effects demanded. 
In this Treaty it's ſtipulated, that the very action of ſurrendring the 
Effects, ſhould be to Monſieur Sone a ſufficient Diſcharge 5 but it the 
Abbot Gond:'s Letter to the French Envoy be reviſed, it will appear that 
Monſieur Souſine could not diſpoſſeſs himſelf of theſe eſſects, without a 
legal Tryal, and Sentence of the Judge at Livorno; to this purpoſe he 
entred into an authentick Obligation, which could not be cancell'd by 
the Conſul, much leſs by the Priſoner, without expreſs and ſufficient 
Orders from the Grand Duke. 
By this Treaty in a Dungeon, it's ſtipulated that out of the ready 
Money depoſited, preferably to all things elſe ſhall be taken 1500 Dol- 
lars to be paid the Widow Phenix, to which Sum it's pretended the had 
reſtrained her Demands, and for which ſhe was to give the Conſul her 
Receipt and Diſcharge, whereas ſhe never condeſcended to the matter ; 
on the contrary, did abſolutely deny complyance, and made her Com 
plaints to Monſieur De Portchartrain. 
It's hard to decide whether the Conſul or the Court of Florence be 
moſt blameable in the contrivance and accompliſhment of this Matter, | 
the Fact being plainly thus. 
The French Conſul was to have a Gratification for a Perſon of Qua- 
lity ; who in his foregoing Letter had wrought ſo affectionately with 
the Miniſter of State, but the Conſul's deſign was to put the Money 
into his own Pocket; to do this with a plauſible Title, without being 
ſubje& to a future Examination, he pretends to ſatisſie the Widow Phe- 1 
nix, who had a clear and undoubted Right to her Dora, but in Reality | 
and Effect, ſhe was to have no part of the Money, only her Brother 
in Law the Priſoner, ſo ſoon as at Liberty, was to prevail on her to | 
give a Receipt, and to wait a more favourable opportunity for recei- | 


ving her Right, but when the Priſoner was enlarged, he left the Con- 
ſul and the Court of Florence to manage his Siſter in Law. 
By this Treaty it plainly appears, that William Plouman was not to 
be ſet at Liberty, until the French Conſul was entirely and actually poſ- | 
{fled of the Effects depoſited, and all other Articles on William Plow- 4 


man's part performed, which matter being duly conſidered, it will ap- | 
| 


pear very ſtrange that the Grand Duke ſhould adventure in his laſt 
Letter to the King, to pretend to have ſeconded Vis Majeſty's pious In- ; 
clinations, not only in ſetting the Priſoner at Liberty, bur alſo in ren- | 
dring him his Effects; if his Serene Highneſs paſſes ſuch a Gloſs on | 
this Tranſaction, his aſſertion on other points, and repreſentation of 

Matters may be ſuſpected as partial, and his treating with the King of 

Frgland, may (with great Humility) be deemed unjuſtifiable, | 
| | Copy 
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Copy of Atteſtations concerning the foregoing Treaty, talen be- 
fore a Notary ; and tranſlated from th Original in Italian, vid 
Florence, 16 October 1699. 


E the under - written certiſie for Truth, as well in Court as with- 
* out, and upon our Oath, that upon the 8th of October 1699. 
we were in the Dungeon of the Otto, where Mr. William Plomman was 
detained and impriſoned, where was preſent, Mr. Gibrecourt, Conſul 
of the French Nation at Livorno, who treated with the ſaid Mr. Plom- 
man for his Adjuſtment and Freedom ; after a long diſpute about the 
Agreement to be ſigned between them, debated for ſome days before ; 
finally in execution of their Agreements, the ſaid Mr. Plowman deli- 
vered and depoſited in the Hands of the Doctor Jobn Baptiſt Adami, his 
procuration directed to the ſaid Mr. Gibrecourt, for recovering the Mo- 
ney and Merchandizes depoſited in the Hands of Mr. Souſine at Livorno, 
and that he delivered him kkewiſe four Bills of Exchange, viz. 

Livres. 
x Bill —1500 French Livres payable 
1 Ditto—2000 


8 Aprilm— 701 
— — — 8 April— 1702 

1 Ditto 2500 —ů — — 8 Ottb.— 1702 

1 Ditto—6000 8 Odob. — 1703 
All dated at Florence the 8th of Offober 1699, under- written, and accept- 
cd by the ſaid Mr. Plowman in th' aforeſaid Dungeon, the ſame day; 
which Bills of Exchange, they agreed ſhould afterwards be delivered by 
the ſaid Dr. Adami, to the ſaid Mr. Gibrecourt in Livorno, who upon 
Receipt of the aboveſaid Depoſit and Bills of Exchange, was obliged as 
he had promiſed to underwrite to the ſaid Dr. Adami, immediately 
and freely an Acquittance dictated and agreed upon by the ſaid 
Monſ. Gibrecourt and Plowman, written by Dr. Pietro Maria Pietra Santa, 
beneath a Copy of the Sentence denounced by his Serene Highneſs a- 
gainſt William Plowman the 28th September 1697. In Teſtimony where- 


I Philip Maria Pietra Santa affirm what is above, becauſe I was pre- 
ſent at the French Affairs, and with my proper Hand made the Minute 
of the aboveſaid Acquittance. Witneſs my Hand, declaring further, that 
th' above Bills of Exchange were of my Writing, 

I Joſeph Maria Ciampelli, affirm to what is above, becauſe I was pre- 
ſent at all the ſaid Affairs. Witneſs my Hand. 

What follows is tranſlated from the Latin. 

| Florence, 17 October 1699. 

Before me Notary publick, perſonally appeared th' above named il- 
luſtrious Abbot Philip Maria Pietra Santa, Doctor in both Laws, Son 
of Seig. John Francs, and the Abbot Joſeph Maria Ciampelli, Doctor 
in both Laws, Son of the late Excellent Seig. Vincenzo, tor acknowledg- 
ing their Atteſtation and Subſcription, which being by them viewed 
and read, they acknowledged the fame upon Oath, and in forma, &c. 
touching, Sc. aſlerting and affirming all and ſingular the Contents 
therein expreſſed to be true, and that they have ſigned the fame with 
their reſpective Hands, ©c. as appears, Sc. in Teſtimony, &c. 

I Charles Marie Nicholas Bellini, Son of the late Jerome, Citizen and 
Publick Notary of Florence; being required, did take the foreſaid Re- 
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cognitions, and in Teſtimony thereof have ſubſcribed and affixed the Nimd. 25 


uſual Seal of my Tabellion, ad laudem Dei, &c. 


Copy of a Letter written by Sir Lambert Blackwell, His Ma- 


jeſtys Envoy, to Monſieur Dupre the French Envoy at Flo- 
rence. 


SIR, 


Aving ſince th' enlargement of William Plowman underſtood the 
proceeding of Mr. Gibrecourt the French Conſul, in forcing that 
unfortunate Man in Priſon, to yield his Rights upon the Money depo- 
ſited at Livorno, to the prejudice of his lawful Creditors, and to fur- 
niſh his Obligations for compleating the payment of 60,000 French 
Livres, upon a pretenſion of Facts happened in time of War, which 
appearing contrary to the 3d Article of Peace concluded at Ryſwick, 
whereby all Damages done by the one to the other Party during the 
War are entirely pardoned, and Mr. Plowman being a Subject of the 


King my Maſter, I defire you Sir, to order Mr. Gibrecourt to manage 


the matter ſo, as the Money may be reſerved until his Chriſtian Maje- 


{ly be fully informed of the Caſe, not doubting but on this occaſion, 


you'l grant all I can juſtly expect from your Prudence, being with much 
Reſpect, Sir, 


Your moſt humble and obedient Scrvant, 


Livorno, 13 October 1699. Signed, Lambert Blackwell. 


Copy of a Letter written by Sir Lambert Blackwell, to Mr. 
Gibrecourt the French Conſul ; Tranſlated from the French. 


Ltho'I have no Reaſon to doubt that Mr. Dupre Envoy cxtraor- 
A dinary of France has communicated to you the Contents of my 
Letter to him laſt Night concerning the Money, Eſfects and Obligati- 
ons which you have drawn from the unfortunate Mr. Plowman in Pri- 
ſon, to the Sum of 60,000 French Livres; and notwithſtanding I had 
occaſion to ſpeak with you on that Subject this Morning, nevertheleſs 
that the way to Juſtice may not be cloſed, be pleaſed to anſwer theſe 
Lines, and to let me know Sir, it you are reſolved to manage ſo, as 
the Faculties may be reſerved until his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty be fully 
informed of the Caſe, being ſufficiently perſwaded of his Royal Juſtice, 
and of the equity of his Miniſters; and this Conſideration not allowing 


Diligences in the ordinary Method, I hope you'l have a regard thereto 


and oblige, Sir, | | 
Your moſt humble and obedient Servant, 


Florence, 14 October 1699. Signed, Lambert Blackwel. 
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Copy of a Letter written by John Crookſhanks t Monſieur 
De Pontchartrain (Tranſlated from the French) now Lord 
High-Chancellor. 


My Lord, 


Ithout failing in my Duty, I can't keep Silence. My Lord, in 

ſeeing the King diſtinguiſh ſo juſtly your Vertues, if I had Li- 

berty on this Occaſion, I would felicitate his Majeſty, in foretelling to 
his happy Dominions th' accompliſhment of their good Fortune, ſince 
the ballance of Juſtice remains in your Grandeur's Hands ; if God 
would inſpire Mankind to follow your inimitable Example, Mortals 
could not any longer languiſh,nor with Reaſon complain of their Judges. 
This Declaration, My Lord, I am obliged to make in face of th* Uni- 
verſe, having experienc'd your lively and juſt Penetration in 9a. Caſe 
wherein my Reaſons were almoſt imperceptible; and this at preſent is 
the only Teſtimony I can give of my Sincerity, in the folemn Vow 


I made of remaining to the laſt Minute of my Liſe with a moſt pro- 
found reſpect, : 


My Lord, 
Your Grandeur's 


Moſt humble, obedient and devoted Servant, 
Florence, 2 Ofober 1699. Signed, John Crookſhanks. 


Copy of a Letter written by John Crookfhanks to Monſieur 


De Pontchartrain Lord High-Chancellor of France ; Tranſla- 
ted from the French, v1z. | 


My Lord, 


| BY the perfect Knowledge of your Grandeur's juſt and generous in- 


clination, to protect the Innocent, and to comfort th' Afflicted, 


am encouraged to let my humble Supplications drop fo frequently at 
your Feet, f 


At preſent, finding my ſelf in a Caſe perplexed, Prudence on the 


one Hand, and decency on the other, hindering the free Diſcovery of 


the Tranſaction in its true Circumſtances ; I moſt humbly ſupplicate 
your Grandeur to throw your Eyes on the Copy of the Contract made 
in Priſon by Mr. Gibrecourt, and the unhappy Plowman. | 

It's true, and Evident, My Lord, That the 8000 and odd Dollars 
willingly and conditionally depoſited by Rigby, Shepard, and Company 
are carryed away, that the poor Widow Gabrielle Fenis is ſpoiled of 
her Rights; the reſtitution of the 1500 Dollars ſtipulated by Mr. Gz- 
brecourt, is purely a Contrivance, and the Terms he makes uſe of, for 
appropriating to himſelf another part of theſe Faculties, makes me 
ſuppoſe (if it may be ſaid with Reſpect, My Lord) that for his private 
Deſigns he has concealed the Truth in ſome things, and in others he 
has roo much eclipſed the King's Clemency , and your Grandeur's Ju- 
ſtice and Compaſlion , ſeeing ſufficient Security was offered him, 


for 
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for the religious Obſervance of your Grandeur's Orders in the enlarge» Nam. 25. 
ment of Milliam Plowman, which he never would bring to light fo far 
as concerned the ſum preſcribed to him. 

This manogement of Mr. Gibreccurt, and the Contract he made in 
Priſon are fo publick, My Lord, that the King of Great Britain's En- 
voy, Sir Lambert Blactuel, could not diſpence himſelf from taking 
Cognizance thereof; relying nevertheleſs on his Majeſty's Juſtice and 
vour Grandeur's Equity, according to the Copies of his Letters to the 
Envoy of France; and Mr. Gibrecourt probably with deſign to ger the 
pretence on the 3d Article of Peace concluded at Ryswick referred to 
the conſideration of their Majeſties and your Grandeur's deciſion of 
this incident cauſcd by the Contract paſt in Priſon. 

Without ſtaying th' event of this proceeding, I run ſpeedily to your 
Grandeur's Compaſſion for your powerful and generous Protection to 
my ſelf and others who are innocent and oppreſſed, believing, My 
Lord, we have fome ſhadow of Juſtice on our fide to render our caſe 
recommendable; in the mean time we ſhall heartily pray for your Gran- 
deur*s Preſervation, and whatever may be th' event, Ile acknowledge 
my Obligations to remain with a profound reſpect and inviolably. 


My Lord, 
Your Grandeur's 
Moſt humble, obedient and faithful Servant, 
Florence, 16 October 1699. Signed, John Crook/hhanks. 


Copy of a Letter written by John Crookſhanks to Monſieur De 
Pontchartrain Lord High Chancellor of France; Tranſlated 
from the French, viz. 


My Lord, | 


7 Hen the King's Honour and your Grandeur's Wiſdom are pub- 
lickly attacked, I can't remain indifferent: That timidity and 
profound reſpect which hitherto have tyed my Tongue, would hence 
forward be an excuſe for ſilence, and render me a Complice in the pro- 
fanation of the moſt elevated and ſacred things. 

Already, My Lord, I am too guilty of a Crime againſt your Juſtice 
and angelical Patience, in chooſing to ſuffer Ruin, rather than to mur- 
mur againſt the proceedings of Mr. Gibrecourt the French Conſul, being | 
afraid to appear Impertinent or Malicious; and yet in this moment, I 
tremble in accuſing him of failing in the requiſite delicacy in exccuting 
his Commiſſion; tho” his intention were innocent, the effect does not | 
make it appear ſo to Spectators in Ita). | 

Upon this point, pray My Lord, make me worthy of your Orders } 
to prove it, in ſuch manner as your Grandeur ſhall ſce convenient to 
Command, by authentick Atteſtations from hence, or by a perſonal 1 3 

Confrontation in France at my proper Expence, with a ſolemn Obliga- 
tion, that in caſe I ſuccumb, to undergo 2 puniſhment ſufficient for re- 55 
pal ing Mr. Gibrecourt's Honour, and in ſuch manner, My Lord, as | 
your Juſtice ſhall ordain. : | | 


Being | 
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Being at Florence the 16 Currant, with great ſubmiſſion, I took the 
Liberty moſt humbly to recommend to Your Grandeur's bountiful and 


Juſt Conſideration, the Copy of the Contract paſt in Priſon, between 


Mr. Gibrecourt and Mr. Plowman, by which may appear Widow Phenix's 
juſt pretenſion on the Money depoſited 3 Mr. Conſul is very angry, and 
makes a noiſe becauſe Plowman cant'c oblige his Siſter in Law to give an 
Acquittance for 1500 Dollars, without touching a Farthing thereof pur- 
ſuant to th Agreement made in Pr iſon. | 

May it pleaſe Your Grandeur to order the reading of this Copy of a 
Letter written by Mr, Gibrecourt, in the Month of April laſt, to Wil- 
liam Plowman in Priſon ; I received the Duplicat thereof at Marſeilles, 
but without th' Original in Hand durſt not fay any thing, contenting 
my ſelf then in writing to the Conſul, that it was to Your Grandeur's 
GoodneſsI was obliged, for the favour granted in hearing me ſo favou- 
rably without any Recommendation or Introductor, and that it was 
from your Juſtice and Compaſſion, My Lord, that I expected the mo- 
deration of the Sentence, he would not underſtand this Advice, but 
has purſued his particular Deſigns farther than is convenient for me to 
expoſe. 

The foreſaid Letter, My Lord, is without Subſcription, the Stile 
and Character counterfeited with an artificial turn; but being ſent by a 
Perſon Expreſs, the Anſwer paſſed through the Hands of Men worthy 
of Faith, to which adding th' other Circumſtances of the Affair, I be- 
lieve the Conſul will endeavour to excuſe, rather than to deny the Fact. 

Nevertheleſs, My Lord, I am reproached by th' Engliſb here with 
my dependance on the Juſtice and Generoſity of France; and on the o- 
ther Hand, Iam mortified by the 7ra/zans, who by a punctilious and 
ſatyrick Speculation appear aſtoniſhed ; ſaying,ls it poſſible that a French- 
man bearing the character of a Knight and of a Conſul, ſhould be fo 
weak as to creep into a Dungeon, there in the Name of the King of 
France to treat with a Priſoner, to ſurprize him to the prejudice of his 
Creditors, and to the ruin of his Family: | 

In all this, My Lord, I may appear weak or ill adviſed, but I hope 
your Grandeur will let me find th? Effects of your Goodneſs, in decla- 
ring me com: atible, ſeeing I zealouſly ſeek for an occaſion to give an 
authentick proof of my Gratitude, and of my Sincerity, in promiſing 
to remain eternally. 


My Lord, 


Your Grandeur's 


Moſt humble, obedient, obliged and faithful Servant, 
Livorno, 30 October 1699. Signed, John Crookſhanks. 


Copy of a Letter written by John Crookſhanks to Monſieur Le 
Bret, Firſt Preſident of the Parliament of Aix, Intendant of 
the Finance Policy and Commerce of Provence; Tranſlated from 


the French, viz. 
My Lord, 


Aving on many occaſions found the effects of your Juſlice and 
L benign Compaſſion, I take the Liberty at preſent, with a moſt 
iuvmulive Reſpect, to ſeek for Comfort under the powerful and gene- 


rous 
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rous protection of Your Grandeur, againſt the Barbarity of Monſieur Numb. 26. 


Gibrecourt, who for ſatiating his Vengeance againſt the unhappy Mr. 
Plowman, has ruined our Houſe at Livorno; and for accomplifhing this 
matter, has ſacrificed the Honour of Monſ. De Pontebhartrain, without 
regard to the King's, the matter is ſo publick, that his Majeſty may 
perhaps at this time be informed thereof. I have taken the Liberty to 
acquaint my Lord-Chancellor with the management of Mr. Gibrecourt, 
obliging my ſelf to come to France at my proper Risk and Expence to 
prove the matter: I have ſent a Copy to the Chamber of Commerce at 
Marſeille, hoping they will grant me the Favour to make to Your Gran- 
deur a faithful and ſpeedy Report of the true Circumſtances of this 
Tranſaction of Mr. Gibrecourt, whereby (according to the Opinion of 
Men learned in the Laws) he has furniſhed means to ask the juſtice of 
the King in the priviledge of the 3d Article of Peace concluded at Ryswick. 
Upon theſe hopes, My Lord, I moſt humbly pray you to order the 
Chamber of Commerce to ſuſpend the Diſtribution of what Money 
Mr. Gzibrecourt may remit them, for the deciſion of his Majeſty, when 
he ſhall be fully informed of the Caſe; if my Supplication be juſt , 1 
am aſſured your Grandeur will look on it graciouſly, in granting me 
geacrouſly permiſſion to declare my ſelf with a profound Reſpect. 


My Lord, 
| Your Grandeur's 
Moſt humble, obedient, obliged and ſaithful Servant, 
Livorno, 30 Odlober 1699. Signed. John Crookſhanks. 
Not a, In conſequence of theſe Letters, Monſ. De Pontchartrain gave 
a ſevere reprimand to the French Conſul; he offered to pay the 1500 


Dollars to Widow Phenix, which ſhe refuſed on his Terms, and to this 
Day the Chamber of Commerce have not divided the Spoil. 


15— — 


Numb. 26... — Relating to olio 26. 


Obſervations on the French Conſuls Releaſe, and of Seig. Qua- 
rateſi Management, in employing Catelani whom he knew to be 


capable of the moſt ſordid Performances. 


1. — I T appears that the Grand Duke was never actually and really o- 
| bliged, as is pretended for William Plowman , otherwiſe the 

Conſul would have diſcharged his Serene Highneſs. | 
2.— This Releaſe plainly ſhews the Grand Duke's partiality, for the 
Conſul in Name of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, paſſes under Oblivion 
all Actions done by William Plowman during the War, ſo it may be 
preſumed, that for pillaging the Priſoner, the Conſul had not a direct 
Authority from the French King,contrary to bis expreſs Agreement in the 
peace of Ryswict, or that Modeſty would not ſuffer him to'own the open 
Violation thereof, which ſtrengthens the Complainants hopes of reſti- 
tution from the French, and of entire reparation from the Grand Duke, 
Ee being 
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Namb. 26. 


NIX 
being perſwaded the King, of Exgland will never ſuſfer one Party to in- 
ſult, and th' other to rob his Subjects, to the expenſe of their Reputa- 
tion, loſs of their Eſtate, and moſt valuable parr of their time. 

—— 3, By this Releaſe appears the combination of the Court of Flo. 
rence With the French Conſul for the ruin of th' Eugliſb, and that Mr. 
Gibrecourt would not do any thing ungrateful to the Grand Duke and 
his Miniſters, for notwithſtanding his Pretence in the Treaty to a full 
Authority from his Majeſty for granting the Liberty of William Plow- 
man; yet he drains him and his Creditors of the Effects depoſited, and 
then leaves him in a Dungeon to be ſet out when his Highneſs ſhould 
ſee fit to command it, who in this Caſe aimed at ſomething more then 
the ſimple Satisfaction of the French concerned. 

4. From this Releaſe, appears the Deſigns and Contrivarces of the 
Grand Duke's Miniſters to keep the matter obſcure, and to harraſs the 
Priſoner, for his Liberty might have been purchaſed in the rigovr of 
Juſtice from the French for 8000 and odd Dollars, but becauſe a much 
greater Sum had been extorted from the Engliſh, the whole was to be 
confounded and diſperſed, leaſt the Court of Florexce, by their conſent 
to the reſtitution of any part thereof to the true Proprietors, ſhould re- 
main undeniably convicted of an open and extravagant Oppreſſion, 
and Seignior Quaratefi Treaſurer diſappointed in effecting the ruin of the 
Houſe. | | 

In the management of this matter, Catelani was employed and di- 
rected by Seignior Quaratef, an Office properly belonging to the 
former; for no Man of Honour or Prudence would engage in the 
Enterprize upon ſuch Conditions and Deſigus as he propoſed to him- 
{clf ; it's certain he was to have a reward from both Parties, and up- 
on a diſappointment afterwards, pretended to commence an Action in 
Juſtice, and that Seig Quarateſi ſollicited for his Satisfaction; but af- 
terwards for Reaſons, prevailed on Catelani to deſiſt: The true Cha- 
rater of this Man may be taken from Seig. Carlo Quarateſi's proper 
Letter. Tranſcribed in the Appendix, Numb. 24. on which ſome of 
the following Reflections with great ſubmiſſion may appear very natural. 

I. Tho Seig. Catlo Quarateft was advanced by his Office of Treaſurer 


to the dignity of a States-man; yet he had not forgot the Notions 


ſucked in when he was in the Compting Houſe of Seig. Gaadagni, 
where he conceived the firſt averſion to their Competitors in Trade, 
and Icarned ſubtilly to pry into the Affairs of the Enz/zfh, taking In- 
tereſt with on? party ſtill, the better to foment the differences berween 
Engliſh Merchants at Livorno. 

Mr. Balles Law-Suit was againſt the Complainants, in a concern of 
Meſſieurs Barrington and Steel, which was carryed againſt them by 


force and ſurpriſal contrary to Reaſon and Juſtice, becauſe the Lawyer 


who uſually managed the Complainants Affairs could not go to Fo- 
reace : Catelani was ſubſtituted, he baſely ſuffered Sentence to paſs againſt 
bis Clients, notwithſtanding for his Fees and Expences they had gi- 
ven him Ten Piſtols in Gold: The Treaſurer knew very wel! what 
paſt, and that this was his beloved Idol, but as ſuch a Sum could nor 
ſatiate this Catelanis devouring Appetite, it's probable the Treaſurer 
knew ſome private ſupply he got at Florence; it was publickly talked 
that in the few days of his abode at Florence, he had loſt a Sum cf Mo- 
ney by Game in Company of the Treaſurer, who upon that Conſi- 
deration uſes the witty Expreſlion, viz. Thar Catelani had been fed 
with the looks of his adored Idol, to wit, Gold. No 
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No Man can play dexterouſly on all occaſions, and nothing but Numb. 2 7. 
Truth on all Aſpects can appear candid. 

It in the Paragraph of the Letter relating to William Plowman, 

Seignior Carlo Quarateft ſpeaks his Sentiments truly, and if his Expreſ- 

ſions ate taken in the apparent Senſe of the Words, there is very lit- 

tle reaſon to believe Milliam Plowman ever gave any Promiſe to the 

Grand Dake, his Highneſs had not then told this Miniſter of State any 

ſuch thing, notwithſt2nding their frequent Diſcourſes on the Sub- 

ject. 
If the Treaſurer herein proſecuted the ſiniſter deſigns for ſurprizal of 
William Plowman, no Crocadil did ever whine fo deceitfully before his 
Prey, neither did any Reprobate ever call Heavens ſo boldly to their 
aſtiftance, by this it would ſeem Seignior Quarateſi was afraid the French 
ſhould get the firſt or ſole ſatis faction of revenge by taking William Plows 
man at Sea, in which Caſe he would have been treated as a Priſoner 
of War, and more generouſly than at Florence. 

It's not eaſily conceivable, that in a matter of this Nature, concer- 
ning which the Great Duke had fo often ſpoke to the Treaſurer, he 
ſhould without the participation of his Serene Maſter,and leave from him, 
innocently write ſuch a Letter to th* Engliſh Conſul, who infallibly 
would impart the ſame to William Plowman, the conſequence hereof is 
10 palpable, that a farther Explanation would be ſuperfluous. 

The Grand Duke has not produced any legal Teſtimony for proof of 
William Plowman's parole; on the contrary, here are two Witneſles, 
Subjects, and Miniſters of State, under their Hands, declaring againſt 
his Highneſs their Serene Maſter. 


1. The Treaſurer Seignior Quarateſi contradicts the Pretence, for he 
cannot believe that William Plowman did poſitively engage in a Pro- 
miſe. 

2. The Secretary of State Abbot Gond?, by clear conſequence, con- 
demns the Proceedings in his Letter Folio 21, wherein he ſets forth 
the rules of Juſtice to be obſerved about the Eſſects depoſited, contrary 
to which Rules and ordinary Courſe of Juſtice they were arbitrarily given 
to the French Conſul. 

Theſe thow an irreconcyable Difference between the pretence and 
proceeding of the Grand Duke, if either had been firmly and clearly e- 
ſtabliſhed on the ſolid Baſis of Juſtice ; his Highneſs and his Miniſters 
on all occaſions would have unanimouſly concurred in th' Affair and 


equal Repreſentation of the Fact, and theſe Miniſters would not have 
ſhifted Sentiments. 


Numb. 27... —— Relating to — ——-— Folio 26. 


Copy of a Letter written by Seignior Caroliano Montemagni, 
The Grand Duke s Secretary to Sir Lambert Blackwell Hu 
Majeſty's Envoy ; Tranſlated from the Italian. 


Illluſtrious Seignior, my worſhipful Maſter, 
T'S well known to the Serene Grand Duke my Lord, with how much 
carneſine(s you have been concerned for ending William Plowman's 
Affair; his Screne Highneſs commands to give you Notice that Jaſt E- 
vening 
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Numb. 28. vening he ordered him to be ſet cut of Prifon, ard at the ſame time, 


that all the Money de poſited at Livorno ſheuld be reſtored to Vim; and | 
aſſure you, Sir, his Serene Highneſs rejoyces mightily that the laſt in- 
ſtances of his Brztamnick Majeſty arrived in a time when it was poſſible 
to ſatisfie the genius of his Piety, and to ſhow ſo much the more the pa1- 
ſion which his Serene Highneſs nouriſhes for ſeconding his Inclination, 
having facrificed to him all thoſe juſt Reſentments which ought to have 
been practiſed againſt the Perſon of Plowmay, for the Crimes by him 
committed againſt the dignity of his Serene Highnels, having alſo in 
view the reiterated remonſtrances which you have ſo vigorouſly made 
on this Subject, «pon the Orders ſent you from England. Therefore in gi- 
ving you an account hereof, I confirm my elf, | 


Your obliged and devoted Servant, 


Florence, 9 October 1699. Signed, Coroliano Montemag ui. 


Numb. 18. 


— -- —Relating to ————Folio 27. 


Copy of a Petition drawn by William Plowman in the Dun- 


geon, hen the Concluſion of th A Fair with the French Conſul 
was in avitation to be ſent to the King. 


Humbly ſheweeh, 


" & Hat your Majeſty's Petitioner and Subject hath undergone the un- 

expreſſible miſery of a Dungeon, for near three Years, by an 
arbitrary Sentence of the Great Duke of Toſcany, who interprets my 
Fidclity to Tour Majeſty, and Love to my Country for capital Crimes, 
as by the Narrative of my Caſe laid before your Maje/ty's Miniſter 
oi State more largely appears. 

The Compaſſion that may be expected from his Highneſs towards 
the releaſing your Majeſty's Petitioner from Miſery, is apparent from the 
ſmall regard his Highneſs hath had hitherto to the Juſtice and Autho- 
rity of your Majeſty's reiterated Letters and Royal demands. 

The Petitioner 1s in a great Conſternation, for the threatnings of E- 
nemies, and precautions of Friends makes me hourly apprehenſive of 
imminent Danger 3 but having ſeen your Majeſty ſave Provinces and 
Kingdoms from Ruine ; ſurely I can't periſh, whilſt your Majeſty is gra- 
cioutly pleaſed to take ſuch particular notice of my Sufferings. 

Bur if I ſhould fall a Victim to 7ralian Policy, Sir Lambert Blackwell 
your Majeſty's Envoy Extraordinary, who in my Defence hath hitherto 
aſſerted Tour Majeſty's Right, will I doubt not, grant my Deſire in 
laying my Caſe, Wite and Seven Children, at Jour Majeſty's Feet to 
implore the Fruits of your Royal Protection to them. 


And my laſt Breath ſhall convey a fervent Prayer 
to Heaven for the preſervation of your ſacred 
Perſon, and for the long continuance of Jour 
Majeſty's happy, juſt, and glorious Reign, 


is was dated 6 October, 1699. 
Copy 
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Copy of a Letter written by William Plowman whilſt in the 
. Dungeon, under the greateſt Apprehenſion to his Grace my Lord 
Arch-biſhop of Canterbury. 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


Eing confirmed by Experience of your Grace's chearfulneſs in 
Exerciſes of Charity for relief of th Oppreſſed, tho my Circum- 
itances allowed me, I ſhould not at preſent ſeek any introducter in 
ſupplicating your Grace to prefer my encloſed Petition to His Majeſty, 
and to recommend my quick Delivery from a Dungeon and 7raly, 
which two words expreſs what I have reaſon to apprehend ; and my 
Redemption from them, will oblige me to remain in the ſtricteſt 
Bonds of Gratitude and Reſpect to the laſt Moment, 


Your Grace's 
Moſt humble, obedient, and faithful Servant, 
Florence, 6 Oftober 1599. Signed, William Plowman. 


Copy of a Letter written by William Plowman, to his Father 
Mr. Matthew Plowman the day before he was ſet at Liberty, 
viz. * Florence Dungeon, 9 October 1 699. 


Honoured Sir, 


Y laſt conveyed a Petition to Hu Majeſty, by which and the 
ſupplication made to his Grace my Lord Arch-biſhop of Canter- 

ry, will appear the perplexing Circumſtances under which [then was 5 
if you have pondered th* Affair, you might have ſeen th' event, in con- 
cluding that I could not receive any Favour or Facility from theGreatDuke 
and his Miniſters, but you could never have believed, that they would 
have made uſe of ſo many and unwarrantable ſtratagems as they have done, 
to frighten" and force me to a Complyance, knowing that His Majeſty 
had cognizance of the Caſe, and was graciouſly pleaſed to declare him- 


ſelf my Protector; and how their Prudence can be juſtified I can't con- 


ceive, ſince they go directly oppoſite to our Royal Maſter's Com- 
mands, and conſequently to the rules of Honour and Juſtice, conſi- 
dering that they adventured to treat thus with the greateſt and. moſt 
penetrating and braveſt Monarch in the Univerſ& | was damped and 
terrified with threatnings of Torture and Poyſon, being in a Dungeon, 
and in their Pawer ;- and having lively in my fight the deſolate Condi- 
tion of my poor Wife and ſeven little Children, that I had not force to 
withſtand th' Aſſault, ſo have condeſcended to ſign ſuch Acts in favour 
of the French, as they deſired, in abandoning to them my Right, my 
Own, and my Friends Effects that were in polleſſion of the Great Duke's 
Miniſters, and in granting an acknowledgment under my Hand, that 
the Duke's Sentence and Procedure is juſt, and that I owe my Lite to 
his Clemency. Could I have ſeen any fafery in refiſtance, I would 
have risked all, rather than *to have Io, but I hope or. His 

ajes 
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Namb. 28. Majeſty, who hath been graciouſly pleaſed to interpoſe his Royal Au- 


thority in my Defence, will in his great Juſtice and Bounty grant me 
his Protection for Relief, and from ſuch manifeſt Impoſitions and Vro- 
lence, when I ſhall have the Honour to lay at his Feet the Caſe which 
is thus; | I 
Sir Lambert Blackwell having made known the Xing's Sentiments to 
the Great Duke; and his Highneſs conſidering that His Majeſty after 
ſo much Moderation and Patience in waiting for Juſtice, could not but be 
highly diſpleaſed with a further delay, employed an Advocate Alexan- 
der Luiggi Catelani (for Stratagems and Contrivances the moſt noto- 
rious Perſon in the State,) for to treat an adjuſtment with the French, 
who having on his own Terms agreed with Monſieur G7hrecourt the 
French Conſul for 60,000 Livres, Tournois came to Prifon, having made 
uſe of his Khetorick and Perſwaſions at ſeveral times, and finding that [ 
ſtood upon my Juſtification, and His Majeſty's Protection, at laſt he 
told me plainly in the Great Duke's Name, that if I would not conde- 
ſcend to bring his Highneſs out of th' Engagement, by ſatisfying the 
French, 1 muſt prepare for th' other World, and not to flatter my felt, 
for ways would be found to diſpatch me in ſuch a manner, as no. per- 
ſon on Earth could diſcover my Death to be unnatural, becauſe in 7a- 
ly they have experience enough for contriving ſuch matters ; ſo after a 
long debate (too tedious to write) I was forced yeſternight to ſign an 
Agreement with the French Conſul, and gave him a procuration to take 
the Effects, as you'l ſee more at large by th' encloſed Papers, and Co- 
py of th* Diſcharge which the French Conſul gave the Grand Duke, 
which "plainly ſhews that his Highneſs was not my ſurety, as he all 
along pretended, for if he were, the French would not have treated 
with me, and abated ſo much Money, when he had fo able a Pay-ma- 
ſter as his Highneſs bound to them ; ſo it's Evident, that it was only 
a trick, and a connivance together to ruin me, for attempting to de- 
deprive them the Cape Negro Corn, the. moſt jealous Trade that Pro- 
vince enjoys, and for that Reaſon, Monſ. De Pontchartrain was reſolved 
to {tick on my Skirts. The French Conſul is gone Poſt for Livorno, 
with Orders from. the Grand Duke to the Governor of that City, to 
cauſe the ſaid Effects to be torthwith delivered, without any form of Ju- 
ſtice, or intimation to my Creditors who had laid Sequeſters, and com- 
menced their Actions at that Tribunal, and upon the Books of this Pri- 
ſon, it appears that I am diſcharged, altho? I am engaged to remain 
ſtill in the ſame Dungeon, until the French Conſul ſends Advice that he 
is poſſeſſed of the Effects; by this method the Grand Duke's Miniſters 
think to ſecure his Intereſt, and fave his Honour, leaving me in the 
Lurch, and no doubt bur they contrive a plauſible pretence for an ex- 
cuſe to his Majeſty but Truth and Juſtice will always have the Victo- 
ry; and the matter of Fact is ſo clear, I need not make any exaggera- 
tion, being certain no perſon of Honour will approve their management. 
If it pleale God I get out, and under Sir Lambert Blackwell's Roof, I 
| Will chat very moment deliver this with the annexed Papers ſealed to 
be tranſmitted to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State, judging 
it not convenient nor fate to leave them open, knowing it will be im- 
poſſible tor me to get any Subject or Perſon in the Grand Duke's State 
to atteſt the ſame in requiſite manner. I hope His Majeſty will reſent 
th' Abuſe intended againſt his own Honour, by the violence uſed with 
me to the detriment of his other Subjects and my entire Ruin; ſo 


with 
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with Prayers for the preſervation of his Sacred Perſon, recommending Nums. 29. 
you to Divine Protection, whatever may become of me, I ſhall leave 
this for my Juſtification to the World, and for you to make uſe of 
as occaſion may require. 


| n F | - 4 . 1 | | i 
Numb. 29, 


——=- Relating to 


ä Folio 28. 


Obſervations on the Petition which William Plowman was 


forced in Priſon to Copy under his Hand, being modelled firſt 
by Doctor Zagri. 


This Petition with humble Submiſſion demonſtrates 
The Arbitrary Proceedings of the Grand Duke, 
The Illegal methods of his Miniſters, And 
The fubril Inſinuations of their Emiſlaries. 
In ſurpriſing and forcing the Priſoner into a Confeſſion contrary to his 
| Intereſt, and oppoſite to the Truth in Fact manifeſt. 


They conſtrgia the Priſoner to acknowledge himſelf engaged for 
more then he is charged with by the. Grand Duke's Sentence in the 


narrative part thereof, wherein his Highneſs only pretends that the Pri- 
ſoner promiſed for the Ship Philip and Mary, by which Veſſel the 
Santa Barbara (included in the Sentence) was not taken, as hath been 
proved by the Depoſitions of the French Mariners; tranſlated in Ap- 
pendix, Numb. 7. 

To ſupport the deficiency of the Sentence, in condemning William 
Plowman to pay the French for the Ship Santa Barbara and her Cargoe ; 
in Priſon he muſt conteſs, that ſhe was taken by the Philip and Mary, 
tho ſhe was at diſtance when the French Veſſel ſurrendred to the 
Peace Sloop, and the Priſoner muſt confeſs that he took the French 
Ship, tho' the Grand Duke knew very well that Captain Jh Brome 
commanded th' Exgliſb Privateer. | 

In doing of tele things the Priſoner muſt confeſs that he had com- 
mitted a moſt grievous Error, his Declaration in Priſon againſt Truth 
and Fat known to the World as well as to his Conſcience, may now 
þe properly termed a moſt grievous Error ; but taking theſe Words in 
the true Senſe and deſign of the Florentins, they did not think, nor 
could not ſay that William Plowman's Actions amounted to a Crime as 
on other occaſions was againſt him alledged, otherwife they would not 
have moderated the matter to an Error, the effect of imprudence at 
worſt, which did not deſerve ſuch rigorous Puniſhment as the Priſoner 
had undergone ; ſuppoſe he had dictated this Petition himſelf being 
guilty of a Crime, the Duke and his Miniſters would not have yielded 
the Puno , in accepting the acknowledgment of an Error, tho? a 
moſt grievous one. | 

William Plowman in Priſon is conſtrained to acknowledge that he took 
the Bark of Patron Turquon, notwithſtanding when the French Man 
ſurrendred to the Philip and Mary, the Priſoner was then Paſſenger 
aboard the Golden Rock a Dutch Ship. Ty 

The Grand Duke alledged the Promiſe made to himſelf, and that to 
his Miniſters William Plowman had confeſſed ſeveral matters . of 
| rela- 
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relating; if theſe Aſſertions had been in themſelves ſufficiently valid, 
this Petition under the Priſoner's Hand was ſuperfluous. 

By the ſecond Paragraph of the Petition, appears that it was not 
preſented ſo ſoon as it was framed, for if William Plowman had been our 
of Priſon, and actually free to go in Perſon to the Palace, they would 
not have required a promiſe of a future Confirmation for which he ex- 
hibited himſelf ready. | 

As to the third Paragraph, if William Plouman had found himſelf 
free from Priſon, he had no farther occaſion of a Royal Pardon from 
the Grand Duke, for being once under the Roof of rhe King's Envoy at 
Florence he was ſecured from any further moleſtation; and without an 
4 — to His Majeſty, William Plowman could not have been at- 
tacked. 

The Florentins intended to circumvent the Priſoner, by an Obligato- 
ry (tho! extorted) promiſe to renounce his Native Country, and there- 
by make him forfeit the Reparation of Damage, ſo juſtly hoped for 
under His Majeſty's gracious and juſt Protection. 

In this Petition the Grand Duke and his Miniſters have ſcrewed an 
arbitrary Command over the Priſoner to the higheſt pitch, for if the 
Duke's Sentence had been valid, and paſſed upon clear Evidence of the 


Fact, the confeſſion of a Priſoner would not have been qudged ſo ne- 
ceſlary, and it ſecuis reaſunable to think that no Ferfon in freedom and 


his clear ſenſes, would have thus willingly contradicted evident Truth, 
condemned himſelf, renounced his Native Country, and his recourſe to 
the juſtice of it. "IE: 

If theſe proceedings in Toſcany paſs quietly, with ſubmiſſion, it will de- 
terr Gentlemen of good Quality and Fortunes from truſting their Per- 
ſons and Eſtates upon the ſettlement of Factories abroad, the preſerva- 
tion whereof has been found one of the greateſt Encouragements, and 
moſt certain Improvements to the vaſt and univerſal Trade of this 


Kingdom; or if they adventure, they'l be ſubje to the envious inſults 


of Forreigners. 


